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Property taxes will rise an aver-
age of 7 percent for Farmington res-
Idents thls year, although city offi-
cials propose (o maintain current
miliage rates.

‘The mill tax will simply be worth
more, and officlals hope to capture
the needed moncy from increased
property values to make up for a
projected 3.7-percent increase in ex-
penses and revenue decreases in
other areas,

The clty will levy 10.65 aperaﬁnx
mills and .98 mill for debt retire-
ment, according to the proposed
budget. The city council has until the
{irst Monday in Juno to adopt a
budget for the new fiscal year, which

beglns July 1.

Trends thls year show an empha.
sis on local tax revenues, and the
cily's dependency on them, accord-
ing to clty manager Robert Dead-
man.

Local taxes and stale revenues
will support 78 percent of the clty's
general fund revenues this year, for
example, compared with €6 percent
the previous year. Other revenues,
including permit and service fees,
are expected to decline by 23 per-
cent this year.

FEDERAL SHARED revenue is
“virtually non-cxistent,” Deadman
added,

*“For the most part, this communi-
ty has to rely more on local property
taxes,” he
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But Farmington plans :
to keep current rate

And, although state revenues are
dependent on economic trends, local
services cannot flex too far,

“We don't have as much flexibili-
ty,” he said. “You don't pick up gar-
bage one year, and not the next.”

The city is proposing a $4.17 mil-
Hon general fund operating hudget.
It has actually Increased from last
year's $4.2 mlillion budget, but ac-
countlng practices were changed
this year, removing Highway Fund
expenditures from the general fund,

Deadman said.

‘The clty has also added several
new funds this year, Including a Cap-
ital Improvement Fund, a Speclal
Assessment Debt Fund and the budg-
et for the Downtown Development
Authority,

“AT THIS level of funding, the
city can malintain jts current level of
services to the community,” Dead-
man sald,

‘The city also has budgeted several

the Farmington
Hills City Council meeting
April 25 about holding down
speeds on s00n-to-be-pav:
Drake Road, north of 11 Mile,
councilman Aldo Vagnozzi
tnjected a bit of levity.

“We're gaing to go one better
(than 25 mph),” he said. “I think
I'm speakling for the entire
council. Once construction
starts on that rond, we're going
to get the speed limit down to 0
— atleast for a few months,”

LIFTING thefr splrits.

The Basket Works by
Dawning Strect In Farmington
Hills mailed a $150 gift basket
to the once-proud Baltlmore
Oricles, who won thelr first
game of the season Friday
night after losing 21 ulrnlghl
American League ga.

“We're fans of the 'I'I gcm but
we've been following the
Orioles,” sald owner Steve
Faulhaber of Livonta. “Even
their manager, Frank
Robinson, made some
comments they can't hit, they
can't ficld, they can't pitch.
Nobady should bave sucha
lousy start, We want them to
get back on a winning way."”

‘The hand-packed basket, sent
to Baltlmore's Memaorial
Stadlum on bebalf of Downing
Street and the 1987 Eastern
Division champlon Tigers,
included peanuts, crackerjacks,
gourmet cookles, Bazooka
bubble gum, chocolate
baseballs, a Mickey Mouse bat
and striped Band-Alds.

It atso included a mitt with a
ball and a bottle of Elmer's
Glue “to help cut down on
crrors,” and a get-well kit “to
help patch up the players’
bruises,” Faulhaber qulpped.

what’s inside

A tree

grows

at Woodcreek

Kindergarteners through fifih graders help plant a Bradford pear tree at Woodcroek Elemontary,

Students and parents who serve
on Woodcreek Elementary’s PTO
beautification cvmn-dt&ce planted n

RANDY BORST/stalt photographer

watch bloom through the summer
and {all”" sald Babara Novatls,

principal.
The reeent), duct:

Bradford pear tree
flower bed In {ront of the Parmlng-
ton Hills school Friday — Arbor
Day.
Parents Sharon Vincent znd
ry Dysinger jolned 15 kinder-
garteners through {lth graders at
the morning observance. Each
Sillld took a shovel and helped turn
rt.
Late in May, after the school-
wide flower sale, each Woodcreek
student will plant one snstual “io

ed its annual school cleanup: Litter
was picked up; flower beds were
turned, and classrooms were
cleaned.

A pew beautification project Is
underiaken every six to elght
weeks, Projects bave Included hall-
way posters, classroom speeches
and publlc service announcements.

“It's really an ongolng effort —
something the kids have enjoyed
over the years,” Novatls said.

'Values up, taxes to rise 7 percent

major projects for 1888-89, which
wlll be pald through a variety of city

Gencral olfice areas at city hall
will be remodeled, a new roof put on
the building, and the countywide E-
9-1-) emergency dispatch system
will come on Mne through the public
safety department.

The public safety department —
combined police and fire protection
for the clty — again comprises the
largest portion of the budget with
$1.3 milllon. This Is followed by
$939,000 for general government,
$652,500 for insurance and fixed ex-
penses and $842,500 for public ser-
vices, These are all higher than last
year's flgures.
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Father
finds
SO
dead, is
stricken

By Joanne Maliszowskl!
staff writer

Both Thomas and Matthew
Ruwart of Farmington Hilis were
looking forward to thelr futures,

Within six months, Thomas, 55,
was (o be ordained as a permanent
Roman Catholle deacon. Matthew,
his 24-year-old son, was preparing to
announce to his elose-knit family he
‘was planning to marry his girifriend,
Michelle Kramer.

Father and son were buried Fri-
day In Holy Sepulchre Cemetery,
Southfleld,

Thomas dled in Botsford General
Hospltal, Farmington Hills, April 24,
24 hours after llndlng Matthew dead
In utching a textbook
he was mldyln; for final exams at
Oakland Community College (OCC)
where he was taking pre-engineerin,

Thomus died following a beart at-
tack suffered, friends and family be-
lieve, from the shock of {inding his
youngest son dead. “This has been
terribly tragic,” sald the Rev. Nore
bert Kendzierski, pastor at St. Fable
an Catholic Church, Farmington
Hill, where Thomas Ruwart was
hoplng to serve as a deacon.
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I do this for the

Lols wages . her batlle or on the Job In Novi Optics on Hag-
agulnal chlid aDUu vmnlher at home geny In Farmington Hills,

- Lols Frederick worka at Novl Optics In
Farmington Hills surrounded by an unusual
number of plants and cut flowers that she'll
deliver to Velerans Administeation Medical
Center In Allen Park before the woek Is out.

The walls and adjacent tables are deco-
rated with plaques and framed awards giv-
en to her from groups, clubs and the state.
Some are even on the floor, walting o flnd
a permanent spot {n the office.

On her desk is a glass jar marked,
ents Anonymous of Michigan.” It's
filled with colns and bills,
clue to the lmume visitor about the flo-

“The nearby merchants have 15 of my
Jars out now, and I was able to send a check
for $1,500 last week,” Frederick sald of her
T merchants Lo the 10 Mile-Hagger-

area.
“We have to :lcp this cyele of child abuse,
children, Th

helped only when their parents are helped.
This group helps the parents stop their mis-

people
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Hills woman crusades
against child abuse

By Loraine McClish

“Par-

which gives i

do iL

can be me."”

becam when
she went Into debt puying for the funerals of
eight youngsters who died as the result of '

HER ACTS bave mada
throughout the state, With interviews she
has given to Life and People magaxines this
spring, she hopes that the work of such child
abuse prevention groups as Parents Anony-
mous can be made known across the coun--:

abuse. “They llved*lndlmnt lves. I wanted |
Lhem to have a funeral with dignity,” lba’i-

ber known

‘When Frederick was asked ‘what prompt-
od her to take on the responslbility for the -
lunen!mu.nhamd."natmdladmh '

of the Church of the Naxarens, "

A member
she has followed that lead lllo!barlua,lba-
says. “He has bullt & hedgo of love around

Her busband bad committed himself to-
mission work In Puerto Rico, bat died be- *
fore be could fulfill that commitment. She *
then took his place, N
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