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By Joanna Mallsxoweki
stalf wrlter

Medbury Street residents oppose a
proposed adult foster care home for
residents with closed-head tnjurles,

“1 can't believe all the people on
the street object to it, and it's belng
Jjammed down our throats,” vesldent
Kathleen Klotzer told the Farming-
ton Hills Clty Council April 25.

She was joined by other Medbury
residents who brought a petltion of
npposition to the proposed small
group home, which would house six
adull residents with closed-head in-
Juries.

As they promised the week before,
Medbury residenis turned out in
force with thelr concerns, com-
plaints and fears about the proposed
home at 29620 Medbury, near 10
Mite and Middlebelt.

“I COULD be asleep at night,
wake up and one of these kids be at
my bed,” resident Marjorie Schul-
kins sald.

She also expressed concern abaut
her property value and the type of
supervision that would be provided
for the slx adult resldents,

Schulkins' concerns were echoed
by ather Medbury residents. Safety,

particularly for small children, over
how the proposed home would be op-
erated, traific and property values
were at the top of the cancern list.

TOM KENNEDY of the state De-
partment of Soclal Services, which
licenses adult foster care homes,
sald the proposed home's appllcant,
S&L Assoclates Inc. of Farmington
Hills, is undergolng the llcensing
Pprocess.

“We don't have conclusive evi-
dence for adequate qualifications at
this point,” he sald. If the applicants
do not have proper qualifications, a
llcense will niot be issued, he sald.

1f the home is Ycensed, it would
bring the city's total for adult foster
cire homes to 14 and for closed-head
Injury resldents to two, said Karen
Blrkholz, assistant to the Farming.
ton Hllls city manager.

BUT AS with the majority of the
adult foster care homes [n the city,
the Farmington Hills Clty Council

listened attentlvely and told the rest-
dents the Issue is out of thelr hands.
The only item within the council's
domain is notlfication to the DSS
that the proposed facltity s not withe
in 1,500 feet of another. Residents

population,” he said,

Closed-head Injurles result from
blows to the head, such a8 In a traffic
accldent. Depending on the length of
unconsciousness, the victim may suf-
fer anything from temporary diso-

top

that an

of such facilities exist in thelr area.

They pointed out that American
House and Marlan Qakland West,
residential facilitles for the elderly,
are within 1,500 of the pro;
20::12 for closed-head injury resl-
eats.

BUT DESPITE residents' com-
plalnts, state statutes do not include
senlor adult facilities within the
1,500-foot lmit, Birkholz said.

THE CLOSED-HEAD-INJURY
victim has problems with memory,
with attention span, with tolerance
for frustration and often with basic
soclal amenlties, according to offl-
clals at the Willlam Beaumont Hos.
pital Barnum Health Center, Bir-
mingham.

Kennedy assured residents, who
have requested a privacy fence
around the facility, that he has had

with

Kennedy, who helps
adult foster care facilitles io Qak-
land County, told residents there is
no history of formal complaints
against homes for closed-head-infury
residents. “They are slmply not an
aggresslve, Mgbly‘ mobile lype of

no reported pi
wandering.

“These facilitles present less of a
profile of complaints than other
kinds of homes such as those li-
censed by the menta} health depart-
ment,” Kennedy sald, “Indlviduals
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She gave her charge
card to the parents of one abused
child she buried so they could have
new clothes for the funeral.

After an aute accldent, the car
gave her such painful memories she
had It repaired then gave it as a gift
to her son-in-law. She can’t remem-
ber how much equipment she has
bought for her church. She has
dressed up as a clown for a block
party fund-raiser for needy children.

She Is a regular visitor with glfts

Taxes up in
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for the patlents in veterans bospl-
tals, She is the guardlan and caretak-
er for her aunt with Alrheimer’s dis-
ease.

MOST RECENTLY, this woman
who retired from Ford Motor Co. In
1980 took on the job of running Novi
Optics because its owner was ill. Be-
sides, she sald, “the business needed
a "

In all of those instances, she sald,
she acted “because I was led to do it,
led to do what I could do to help,”

Her attitude toward life can be
summed up in & reaction she had

Farmington

withn its budget, varying by only

Also rising In the new fiscal year
will be retal] water and sewer rates,

Y
frc’:;n “the city of Detroit, Deadman
said,
Recent metering changes and
readlngs are “more representative
of what thls community uses.” The
city wil recover a fee decrease gly-

of mont shall
consiltute tinal acceptonce of the
advorlisor's order,

ento last year, plus an in-
crease of 5 pereent.

THE CITY traditonally stays

several p ge polnts each year.
“We try to operate to within a small
range. We generally live within our
budget,” Deadman added.

It Is monitored on a month-by-
month basis, with some expenditures
walched by line Item,

The city councll began meeting

when learning that a raincoat was
stolen from her unlocked car. “I atill
have seven raincoats. I really don't
need eight,” she sald,

Even 50, her volce still cracks
when she recalls the stories of one or

placed In these homes have never
been institutlonallzed.”

KENNEDY ALSO told resldents
that the state requires one staff per-

edbury residents oppose foster care home

“WHEN THESE sales are ana-
lyzed in conjunction with the rest of
the subdlvision, the influence of the
AFC home on the sales price does
not Indicate a measurable impact,

1 ly,” the report

son for every 15 In prac-
tice, most homes have one staff
member for every two residents or a
1-0n-1 basis, Kennedy sald.
Resldents also expressed concern
about property devaluation and that
adult foster care homes are, In reall-

p or negatlvely
contlnues.

Some clty council members
shared residents’ sentiments about
the business side of foster care
homes. “I'm afrald some of the
homes emphasize the profit, not the
care,” 1l Aldo Vagnozzi

ty, within a

area.

A study conducted by the city as-
sessor’s offlce, however, shows that
there isn't any evidence indicating &
drop In property values in areas
near adult foster care homes, Blr-
kholz sald.

“In each of the locatlons, there
have been sales of the propertics ad-
jacent to the AFC (adult foster care)
homes after the homes were Il-
censed,” according to a report by
‘Ted Hinman, deputy assessor.

sald.

Councilwoman Jean Fox agreed,
She told Kennedy that the public
views foster care bomes more as a
business operation than a “soclal
welfare thing."

Fox also critlcized Lhe state’s con-
trol over group homes other than al-
lowing a city 1o notlfy whether
homes are within 1,500 feet of each
other. “You can’t expect us to be
averjoyed with another home in our
community.”

nst child abuse

another of the children she helped to
bury, after death by strangulation,
rape, incest or stabbings.

“I'm busler than I've ever been in
my 73 years of living, but I will al-

ways keep helping the children. And
1 ag gnlnpg w‘;lunt this business back
on its feet, and now I have to get °
ready for another lunch,” she said. °
“(Detrolt state Sen.) Jackle Vaughn _
Is golng to be my escort.” .

o

Why dieters éhoose
Physicians Weight Loss Centers:

last week (o review (he prop
budget, Other budget work sessions
are scheduled esday, May
4, at 6:30 p.m. and Thursday, May 5,
at 7 p.m. A public bearing for the
‘budget has not yet been scheduled,

NOW SHOWING

COLOR-ON-CAMERA

ESTEE LAUDER VIDEO MAKEOVER

May 3 and 4, 1 am. to 5 p.m., Birmingham
Learn makeup techniques to enhance your natural
beauty. We'll record each step on video tape
for you to use as a refresher course at home.
Fee, $35. Redeemable in Estée Lauder products
and Includes complete private makeup lesson and
take-home cassette. For your appolntment,

call 644-6900, ext. 347

; Jacobson’s

Shop unill 9 p.m. on Thursday and Friday
I Until 8 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday

The professionally supervised, nutritionally so
works. Call the center nearest you today.

28501 Orchard Lake Rd.
Farming!on Hille

553-6360
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ORCHARD LAKE ROAD AT FOURTEEN MILE » FARMINGTON HILLS o 855-3944
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BOUQUET OF SPRING FLOWERS!

A FREE

Save $75 in Hunters Square/Tally Hall
sales receipts dated May 1 - 7 and we'll give
you a beautiful bouquet for Mom! Pick up
your flowers Friday, May 6 and Saturday,
‘May 7 at Center Court in Tally Hall from .
10AM to 5PM. ‘

Detalls avaliable at all Hunters Square/Tally Hall stores.

SHOP HUNTERS SQUARE FOR OliEAT MéTH!R'S DAY GIFTSI
’ OVER 35 FASHIONABLE SHOPS & SERVICES'




