Puzzle fans put it together at contest

By Bob Sklar
stalf wrlter

Amid thousands of pleces, dozens
of conlestants and 14 hours of piec+
fng jlgsaw puzzles, the first Puzzle
Place Jigsaw Contest came to an ex-
citing concluslon in the Farmington
-High gym at noon Sunday.
....Michael Tetrlck, 30, of Farming-
6n, paced the singles competition,
.which involved putting together a
;_.'guo-plccc puzzle within three hours.

Financial analysls manager at Al-
exander Hamilton Llfe Insurance
Co. of Amerlca In Farmington Hllls,
Tetrlck completed “Jaws II: The Re-
venge” in 1 hour, 59 minutes and 41
seconds to win the $125 first prize.

~Tetrick's winning time Is natlonal
callber, sald Lou Bonamy, co-owner
of the Puzzle Place in Farmington's
Village Commons. The puzzle shop
sponsored the weekend event.

In Saturday's quallfying round,
Tetrick finished a 500-plece puzzle in
1 hour, 38 minutes, midway through
the three-honr time limit.

Even Lwugh he bas worked puz-
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Mike Tetrick of Farmington works on the 500-piece Jaws puzzle during the finals competition.

Jigsaw

2zles since age 5, Tetrlek competed
for the lirst time last weekend,

“1 always knew 1 was fast,” sald
Tetrick, who has a master of busi-
ness administration degree from
Northwestern University, “So when
the competition came up, I thought it
was a nlce idea to enter just to see
how fast I really was,"

WHILE EXCITED about wlnnlnx.

winning time. A supervising auditor
at Liberty Mutual Insurance Co, in
Novl, she won $75.

Sally Herbal of Northville came in
third, winnlng $50. She had only 17
pleces to go when time was called.

‘THE DOUBLES competition was
2 different story,

Teams worked the 1,000.piece
sanla Fe Clay puzzle, featuring

Tetrick said puzzle

carth-tone clay

lot less relaxing than dolng puzzlu
at home. You really have to keep
plugging away. You can't get hung
up on anything.”

Coming up on his first wedding an-
nlversary and busy around the house
he bought 18 months ago, Tetrick
now has time (or only two puzzles a
year,

The lure to puzzling, he sald, is
“the feeling of accomplishment —
taking jumbled pieces, fitting them
together and constructing something
nice out of them.”

Tammy Lee, 25, of Farmlngton
Hills, finiched runncrup, just four
minutes and 59 seconds behind the

pottery. At the end of the same
three-hour time llmit, winners were
determined by counting the number
of unfitted pleces,

A husband and wife team, Linda
and Ron Vedder of Farmington
Hills, placed first, and won $125
each, for assembling 677 pleces,

A brother and sister team, Ken-
neth and Sharon Kohl of Rochester,
finished second. They each won $75.

Both couples practice

and her partner, Rose Phelps of
Livonla.

BUNNY ROSS, Puzzle Place co-
owner, was delighted by the interest
in the competltion

“1t American Publishing contlnues
to provide the puzzles, the competl-
tion will become an annual event,”
said co-owner Lou Bonamy.

Thelr shop staged the competition
“to promote puzzie contests, which
nrc xnlning in popularity,” Bon-'lmy

Anathcr Incentive was cancella-
tion of this year's natlonals at Ohfo
University, host since 1982.

“It was a lot of work, but it also
was a lot of fun. And all of the par-
tlcipants were very appreciative,”
Bonamy sald.

‘The singles competitlon drew 40
contestants. Thirty teams entered
the doubles

and have compated in national com-
petition at Ohlo University In
Athens, Ohlo,

Third place, good for 350 cach,
went to Nnncy Przywara n! Novi

Councilman leads drive:
to heip community cenier

Continued from Page t

with cash flow. She also requested
the:city councils' moral support in
working lc keep the center un inte-

snl?i a name change will be consld-
ere

Marks admits his idea for the cap-
ital fund drlve is not original. But as
mayor last year, he watched the cene

gral part
lﬂkﬁm Hﬂ!s community,

=twas at that mecting that Marks
1irat suggested sollelting financial or
i&Kind . help for the center from
bitders and developers.

“BOLAN SAID she has no douhts
{685 executive board will aceept
Nstks' pledges and the conditions he

laced on them.

e moncy must be used only for
cipital improvements to the centu-
ry-old faclity and grounds, Another
condition set by Marks Is that “this
i3 a one-lime only capital drive, I
can't go back to the well agaln.”

Marks, a builder, wants to be in-
volved in the center’s bid process for

needed improvements, though he -

-said he would not use his own con-
tractors for the work. He also wants
a financial report from the execu-
tive board when money Is spent for
improvements,

‘Marks also would Like to erect pla-
ques boasting the contributor’s name
on. areas In the house and grounds

t-have been improved with the
piedge money.

e also will suggest to the board
3% the center be renamed Commu-
nity: Center of Farﬁl:gwn Hlils,
Woether that particular name will
Mup(cd Ls uncertaln. But Delan

i

SAbirthday eelebrudou for the city
ol Farmington will feature an annu.
al'flower sale and stress u!ely for
children,

The Farmington Beautification
Committee will hold its annual flow-
er sale May:13-14, and the Down-
town Farmington Business Assocla-
tlon will feature “Safety City” for
kids Saturday, May 14, in a jolnt cel-
ebration to be held In the downtown
center.

Otficers from the Farmington De-
partment of Public Safely will also
phnldg:le {n the “Safety City” pro-

additlon, the pnbuc safety
riment i1 planaing bicycle safe-
;n];rum: for Farmingion ele-
xﬁmq schools and a department
opey house during May.
Tehuii 1 something we would ke
t&% every year,” DFBA president

ter's ard plan new di-
rections for the future, particularly
with programming and activitles.

“I SUDDENLY got the fecling that
with this new Intent and new flavor
of enthuslasm 1 was looklng at Lhnk
maybe the only way this thing
really going to get It off the mnnd
was (o put the facility in a position
physically that would® attract the
Kkinds of activitles they ‘wanted and
make it conducive for people to use,”
Marks said,

Dolan confirmed that safety im-
provements must be made, Accessi-
bility for handicapped patrons is
necded, as Is improvements to the
outdoor amphitheater, Improve.
ments in the kitchen and addlitional
restrooms also are needed, The third
floor perhaps could be improved for
u{sty and opened for use, Dolan
said,

In order {o attract residents and
participants In programs and activi-
ties, the bullding must be improved.
“This s what they need to make it a
product they can sell. You got to
shine up your car before you can sell

it,” Marks sald.

In the past, capital

sald.

‘The pledges and cash are expccted
to take the pressure off the execu-
tive board when it comes to budget-
ing for programming, activities and
the long-needed capltal “improve-
ments, Marks sald. Future fund-ra-
isers can be targeted purely for op-
erating expenses, he added.

Dolan supports the restrictions on
pledges brought in by Marks as well
as the intention to Improve the facil
Ity. “It takes a lot of maintenance
just to stay even,” she said,

MARKS' ONE-MAN fund drive
also takes the pressure off the Farm-
Ington Community Library and the
ity of Farmington Hills, If the com-
munity center fails flnanclally, ac-
cording to the facility’s deed, it
would flrst revert to the ltbrary, If
library board members don't want It
or can't alford it, it automatically
goes to the city.

“'We, the city of Farmlnxlon Hllls,
cannot fund that. You can't
government to do everything, "
Marks sald, “There has to be a cata.
Iyst to keep this thing golng.”

+In fact, while Marks continues
gntherlnx pledzu from major busi-
armington area, be and
Dolan hopc hh WOTK serves as a ca-
talyst for others to do the same.
“1 hope it creates enough enthusl-

to the facility have been made plece.
mea! when absolutely necessary and
when money was avpilable, Dolan

“Safety City" program. *I'm excited
:30\:! it — the whole group is exelt-

The "Salety City” will be assem-
tled under a 20- by 60-foot tent In
the Downtown 'Farmington Center

parking lot, next to the flower sale, .

an annual fund-raiser to promote
beautification efforis in the clly. of-
ficers will be on hand to take chil-

dren through the miniature mwn.
which teachers children pedestrian
safety and traific laws.

A FIRE truck and police car will .
be on hand, as will clowns and re-
freshments, organirers said.

Each child going through the
“Safety City” wlll recelve a safety
courss certificate and be cligible for
a natloaal drawing for Encyclopedia

asm else brings up pri-

‘vate domtions It needs a lot of sup-
direc-

port from outside the board of
tors,” Marks said,

Birthday event to stress safety

.Jerry Wingerter sald about the

Brittanica, spousor of the program.
‘The public safety department Is
taking the safety theme ooe step fur-
ther, by promoting It throughout the
month. “We always have a safety
awareness program before kids get

out of sehool,” said director of public

safety, Frank Lauhoff,

Scheduled programs include:

@ bicycle safety at Longacre Ele-
mentary Saturday, April 30, from 10
am. tolpm.

. Department of Public Safety
open houss Sunday, May 7, from 11
am. to$ pm, at the station op Liber-
ty Street.

(] ukly City in downtown Farm-
ington Saturday, May 14, from 11
am.todpm.

® b icycle salety at Flanders Ele.
mentary Saturday, May 21, from 10

am.tolpm.
N

Contestants rnngcd in age from 11
to 5. They kept each puzzle they
worked on during the three-day
event, which began with o 1-hour
warmup Friday night.

Thursday, Mey 5, 1988 O&E

T T o e

phoios by THOMAS ARNETT—/’“IN PROtDGeEY
Lynne Hinshon (left) of Hllls and Madeline Tracht
of Plymouth, doubles competition partners, put together the
1,000-piece Santa Fay Clay.

Untit 6 p.m. on A

Shop um.ll 9 p m. on ’rhursday and Friday
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LAVISH HER WITH LACE
Give Mother a lovely Battenberg
lace table cloth she'll be
proud to display for holidays
) and many other special :
occasions. Handmade of white s
easy-care cotton.. Available in ;
many oblong, oval and.round
sizes. Each set includes
napkins. From $80 to $155.

Jacobsons

y, Wednesday and Saturday
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