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Volunteers wield trowels at museum dig site

8y Amy Hosn
statt wrlter

What do animal teeth, a rusted
+York and a handful of square nails
« have tn common?

=% Unearthed from the site of the
irst Stoncy Creek farm in Rochester
Hills, they are remnants of ages past
t.and are providing an insight [nto
-“what life was like in the area in the
W1800s.

A group of amateur archacologlsts
have uncovered these secrets of
yesteryear in a speclal ongoing
“project sp by the

McKay got the ldea for the project
carlter this year, and organtzed the
excavatlon of the origlnal Jog cabln
site built In 1823, It lies directly In
front of the preseat farmhouse-
turned-muscum.

THE MONTH-LONG project be-
gan with an orientation session Sat-
urday, April 9, with actual digging
sessions cach Saturday after that.
The last day for digging is scheduled
for April 30, “but we could extend it
further depending on what we find,”
Rozelle satd.

About 50 from local

 Hills Muscum at Van Hoosen Farm,

and surrounding suburbs have)jolned

-and headed by retired
Tracy Rozelle.

» '+ Rozelle, an Oakland Township res.

- Ident and past president of the Mich-

*igan Archacological Society,
*knocked an our door after hearing
about plans fer the dig.” said muse-
um operations manager Pat MeKay.

Shirley Abro of Farmington Hills
von 1wo tickels to the Detroit Pis-
tuns” basketball game April 13 in a
drawing at the AAA Michigan Farm-
ington Hills offive, 33133 12 Mile.
Abro was among the winners
drawn at 36 Ticketmaster/AAA Mi-
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the so far, o
Kathy Dzlurman, a museum staff as-
sistant.

Housewives, students, retirees,
“nifie-to-fivers” and those who've
dabbled In archacology before make
up the team of diggers, said Dziur-
man. What they have in common,

chgan Ticket Centers statewide. The
winners and their guests watched the
Pistons play the Cleveland Cavaliers

she sald, is “They are all curious and
have all come to learn something.”

“They're real troopers,” Rozelle
said, referring to the long hours the
group has worked, at times in miser-
able weather conditlons. When [t was
pouring raln one Saturday, Dziur-
man said, “everyone was so interest-
od in what they were doing, they
dlz:s't pay attention to being wet and
cotd.”

Rozelle is excited about the
project for the simple rcasons that
the slte being cxcavated has re-
mained undisturbed, owned exclu-
slvely by one family and passed on
through five generations. “What we
have here is a virtual time capsule
of carly Rochester ploncers,”
Rozelle sald.

THE TEETH, ferk and nails, a
hand from a porcelain baby doll, old
buttons, hand-made window glass

Woman wins Pistons tickets

Fognin{ of Rochester, who will
recelve dinner for two at Pettljons
Restaurant In Pontlac, overnight ac-

and part of a hand-made brick are
among those items found from last
Saturday's dlg.

‘It's been thrilllng so far,” sald
Rozetle, “because you never know
what you'll discover on one of these
digs — I had no ldea we would find
50 much.”

Musecumn personnel and local histo-
ry buffs are hoping these ltems and
whatever else is uncovered wiil fur-
ther reveal the 19th century lifestyle
of the Taylor famlly and thelr des-
cendants.

The originat settler, Elisha Taylor,
traveled with 60 of his family mem-
bers by boat from New York, to buy
a 160-acre parce] of land located off
Van Hoosen Road in Rochester Hills,
which they purchased for $1.25 per
acre in 1823,

The vlllage was named Stoney
Creek by the Taylors, and by the
mld-1830s was well Iphabited. Many
of the structures seen In the village

today were built by the Taylor fami-
1y.

The farm changed hands when a
man named Jostiua Van Hoosen, also
of Stoney Creck, marrled Elisha
Taylor's daughter, Sarah, and bought
most of the original Taylor property
1n 1853, .

Onc Van Hoosen descendant was
world renowned surgeon, and found-
er and first presldent of the Ameris
can Medical Women's Assoclation,
Bertha Van Hoosen (1863-1952).

ANOTHER PROMINENT Taylor
offspring is Sarah Van Hoosen Jones
(1892-1972), who was known for her
excellent cattle breedlng techniques
of Holstein-Frestan cows worldwide.

Upon her death Sarah Jones willed
the farm house, bullt in 1923, and its
surrounding property to Michigan
State Unlversily, which in turn gave
the house and 3% acre lot to Avon

Township with the stipulation that it
ome a museum.

The house was renovated Into the
museum in 1983, with the {inancial
backing of the Rochester Hllls city
government, which still pays its op-
erating expenses.

Rozelle and McKay will take the
artlfacts to Wayne State Unlversity
for laboratory tests to detcrmine
more than they already have gath-
ered about the pleces,

And what have they learned so
far?*

“That there must have been a
blacksmith shop In the area, because
of the square nalls found —~ that
means they are hand-made,” Rozelle
sald. He hopes to match up the nalls
with others found to determine cx-
actly where they were made.

“It's been absolutely phenome-
nal,’ Rozell added. “Who knows
what we'll come up with nexL”
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'During Open School Week, May 9-13.

Shaarey Zedck Beth Hayeld Nursery School Invites you and your child to come see what we're Hke,
For ncarly 40 years, the goal of our nursery school p
environmenl that children can grow and thrive within. An environment that combines our
commitment to Jewish tradition with loving guidance from experienced teachers.
We offer sesstons for two year-olds through kindergarten. And we welcome you and your pre-
schooler to come take a look around, at the following locatlons and times:
: May 9 & 10 at West Bloomficld location )
May 11 & 12 at the Synagogue in Southfield €to11,1t03
. May 13 Erev Shabbat, both locations

Shaarey Zedek Beth Hayeld

4230 Middlebelt, W, Bloomfleld, 27375 Bell Road, Seuthfield.
Call 3575544 for more {nformation.
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