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How interest groups rate our congressmen

By Rlchard G, Thomns
spoclal writer

\"'JATANY of the natlon's caple
tal specinl interests have
' issued. vote ratings for

the 1987 sesslon of Con-
gress. They give thelr constituents
an important yardstick for measur-
Ing * where Individual lawmakers
stood-on the year's major House and
Senate roll calls.

Elght of these ratings are present-
ed In the accompanying chart, which
shows how frequently Observer &
Eccentric area lawmakers cast
votes for or agalnst an interest
group's palicy goals.

Four groups are from the left side
of the ideolegical spectrum, and four
represent the right,

TO-THE EXTENT that lawmak-
erseanbe judged by the company
they kéep on key legislative lssues,
lhc «chart should yrove m(ul w vot-

Roll Call Report

of {riends and foes on Capitol Hill.

“As union members and thelr fam-
flles get ready to go to the polls in
1988, this voting record gives them
an accounting of how their lawmak-
ers voted on critical Issues In 1987,"
wrole AFL-CIO Presldent Lane
Kirkland to hls membership,

From the other side ~¢ the spec-
trum, the Amerlecan Conservltlve
Unlon recently told 1:l’owers “our
ratings have bzcome tho standard by
which to measure the conservative/
liberal trends of members of Con. *
gress and Congress as a whole.”

AS HELPFUL as “The Ratings
Game” can be in sizing up federal
lawmakers, ts limltations "as an

- dw.‘rve thclr supyort ln this year's
congressional elections.

Interest groups already are gete
ting mileage out of thelr ratings,
‘They usc them not only to plan en-
dorsements but to direct the flow of
campalgn contributions. They also
provide their memberships a llsting

tool should be kept in
mind.

Ratings do not monitor voting in
committee, cover only a small frac-
tion of House and Senate floor votes,
and fall to reflect the numerous
times lawmakers help to kill or ad-
vance legislation without casting
record votes.

Here are local

congressmen

Here is the llneup of area mem-
bers of the U.S. House of Represent.
atives:?

®'2nd Distriet — Carl Pursell, 55,

" R-Plymouth, clected In 1976 after

service on the Wayne County Board

of Cammissloners and state Senate.

Distriet Inctudes northern two-thirds
of Livonia,

® 14th District — Dennis Hertel,
38, D-Harper Woods, clected in 1980
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1. AFL-CIO: The collective, pow-
erful volce of organized labor,

2. Americans for Democratic Ac-
tlon: A respected llberal lobby now
In its fifth decade.

3, Consumer Federation of Amerl.
ca: A left-of-center lobby that uses a
broad

4. Notiona! Councl! of Senlor Cltl
ens: A labor-funded group that ad-
vocates federal programs for the
aged,

Amer]

Security Council: A

of In
plcking issues for its votlng report
cart.

5.
hawkish lobby whose Natlonal Se-
curity Voting Index authoritatively

United States: A powerful and re-
spected business lobby,

8, Christlan Volce: A right-of-cen-
ter group that rewards lawmakers

measures sentiment toward military
spending.
6. American Conservative Union;

A 24-year-old group that calls itself
“the oldest and most influential con-
servative lobbylng group in Wash-
Ington.”

7. Chamber of Commerce of the

who vote conservatively on Interna-
tional issues and “key moral Issues
such as abortlon, drug abuse and
AIDS."

® 17th District — Sander Levin,
56, D-Southfield, elected in 1982 af-
ter service In the state Senate and as
Democratlc state chairman, District
includes Southfield and Redford

Townshlp.
. llth Distriet — Willlam
Broomfield, €6, R-Birmingham,

'
o

A special purchase on walking shoes for men and women

elected in 1956 after three terms in
the Michigan House and one In the
Scnn(e District includes Rocb-tcr

alter three terms In th
House. District includes a corner of
Troy.

® 15th District — William D.
Ford, 60, D-Taylor, clected in 1866
after service in the state Senate and
as a delegate to the stale constitu-
tional convention, District includes
Gardea City, Weallaud, Canton and’
southern third of Livonla.

County’s auction

Qqh wrln\l mor

Oakiand County Saturday wlll host
its annuai spring auction of the Sher-
iff’s Department's recovered stolen
property and the county's surplus
property.

The -auction will begln at 10:30
a.m. behind the County Central Ga-
rage In‘the service center, 1200 N,
Telegraph, Pontiac.

The:sale will feature a pumber of
name brand tools, about 80 bicycles,
stercd equipment, jewelry and other
recavered stolen items,

“COUNTY also will auction
morcthin 50 office includ-

Bl Bl
WES! Bloomfleld and l-‘nmllngmn
area.

U.S. Senators are Donald W. Rle-
gle Jr., 50, a Democrat from Flint,
elected In 1976 after five terms in
the Housc; and Carl Levin, 53, Demo-
crat from Detroit, elected In 1978 af-
ter two terms on the Defroft Clty
Council.

.
1lale!
nnn v
several Chevrolet patrel cars and
several Lemans, Sunbirds, Phoe-
nixes, Monte Carlos and Suburbans.
In addition there will be several
GMC trucks, a 1949 Troop Carrier, a
3,500 gallon sludge tanker, & 23-pas-
senger bus and a 20-passenger bus
with a wheelchair 1Uft,

i1

"THE AUCTION (s an exccllent
opportunity for people to get quality
goods and desirable prices” sald
Oakland County Executive Danlel. T.
Murphy,

Ing IBM typewrlters, 50 pleces of
efficgfurniture and a large quanitity
of commereinl lands and grounds
equipment.

There will be about 60 late model
General Motors vehlcles including

‘Sports injuries
first in OU series

Sports injuries wlll be the flrst
subjeet In a topleal series in Physical
Therapy, offered beglaning May 12

by Qakland Unlversity, Rochester.
Infended for the professlonals,

“ThitHAle of the Physlcal Theraplst

in Spgrts Medicine” will be conduct-

12, 17, 19, 24, 28, 31, June 2
Prescription Fltaess Inc, |

ed M
and ¥-al
6889°'Righland Road, Pontiac.

Speaxers will provlde an overview
of m—&:phyﬂul theraplst's role in
covering treatment of

mmnmn spom-mlnlcd Injuries, cx-
ercifEPhysiclogy and its relationship
to physieal therapy and fitness, com-
mon-knee and shoulder injuries, the
appliances, pre-
ventive taplng and protective pad fa-

use “of orthopedic

The pnhllc may vlew and inspect
the and Friday,
May 5 and 6, durlng regular business
hours,

Gales will be open for the public
to view the other articles at 8:30
a.m. the day of the auction.

brication, blomechanical analysis of
the face and knee.

The special toples series, to be
held on campus, Includes lectures In
cervical spine mobilization by Bjorn
Svendsen on June 5 and 6, and Osa
Jackson, Ph. D., P.T,, dircctor of
Qakland's . program in physleal
therapy, June 1819, A fourth class,
“Basic Muscle Energy Principles,”
will be mnducled June 10-19,

. T:ih e series lprﬁg’:lte;l by Oak-
and's program In p! thenpy

of the School of Health Sci

. cooperation with the Dlvlslon of Con-
tinuing Education, Professional con-
tinuing education credits are award.
ed. For & brochure, call OU’s Contin-

ulng Education office at 370-3120,
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