2AF)

L% Monday, May 8, 1988

Schools’ ’89 budget
may be up $8 million
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systems are also expected to in-
crease by $90,000.

e New laws affecting under-
ground storage tanks are expected to
cost the district $50,000.

¢ A "wellness and recognition'™
program for employees Is being pro-
pesed that would cost $30,000.

One non-budgeted item, removing
small amounts of asbestos {rom dis-
- trict builldings as per federal law,

. will cost $81,000, Flanagan added.

ON A positive note, the board is
being asked to consider one new po-
sition ~ a technician to repair co-
plers, computer systems and other

items that could save the district
$60,000.

Flanagan said his staff serambled
to complete the 1988-B9 budget so
trustees could consider it before
budget and Truth in Taxatlon hear-
ings, both scheduled for May 17. The
budget must be adopted before the
first Monday in June.

Because cilies and townships are
just finalizing property valuations,
the timing makes it difficult for the
district to compile its needed Infor-
mation.

“We barely are able to get togeth-
er SEV (state equalized valuation)
information.” he said. “lt's a very,
very tight timeline.”

Center wants financial help

Continued trom Page 1

. "It doesn’t help pay (Detrolt) Edi-
son bills or keep programming costs
down,” she said.

As a nonprofit organization, it's
unrealistic to expect the center will
soon reach a point where financing is
no longer a worry, said Jar Dolan,

. Farmington Hills ¢ity councilwoman
and executive board president.

«. “We need $200,000 annually to op-

Lerate," she said.

Dolan is hoping Marks' one-man
dund-raiser will serve as a catalyst
_for the community to recognize the
center's financial needs and match
the amounts brought in by the city
councilman,

. When financia! problems were an-
nounced last year, the executive
board was given permission by the
center’s membership to dip into the

Iongstanding  Angel Trust Fund.
Plaff confirmed that since then, the
fund has been used to offset the oper-
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ating budget deficit.

PFAFF PLANS, however, to bring
that finuncing method to an end
when the annual fund-raiser draws
to a close in mid-June. Work contln-
ues on encouraging corporations {0
sponsor programs, such as the out-
door concerts, Dolan said,

A suggestion In the ceater's
$18,000 study, conducted by Plante
4 Moran CPA's, Southfield, was to
provide for a stable financing mech-
anism that can be relied on year af-
ter year, Dolan said. Corporate sup-
port of particular programs and
events is an example.

Strong community flnancial sup-
port also will alleviate the possibtli-
1y that should the center fail finan-
cially, it would revert first to the
Farmington Community Library, ac-
cording to the facility's deed. if the
lbrary does not want the center, it
would automatically revert to the
city of Farinington Hills,
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Talk radio iures broadcaster
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“Don was our cheice for host be-
cause of his wealth of experience.
He's done everything there is to do In
radio. His on-air style can be com.
fortable and yet challenglng,” Kizer

Id

“My gut feeling was that he was
the best one to do it. And besides, he
tives a mlle and a half away from
me in Farmington Hills, so he's al-
ways around if I need him,” Kizer
Joked.

LAST MONDAY morning, Watson
was In the statlon's Southfictd studio
developlng starics on the weeckend
rabics outbreak in Michlgan's thumb
area and the controversy surround-
Ing drug testing [n the Detroit police
department, which has led to the fir- .
Ing of several rookie offlcers.

“The focus is on those events with
signlflcant impact on people’s lives
— the topical stories of the day,” he
said. “Last week (April 25-28), we
talked to people in Hawali about the
plane that ripped apart.

“Next week (May 2-6), we'll be at
the AARP (American Association of
Retired Persons) convention at Cobo
Hall. We hope to talk with the guest
speakers and AARP representa-
tives," be sald,

‘So much of being a newscaster is out of your
hands, When you're doing interviews, much
of it is being produced ag it goes on the air.’

— Don Watson

show will skip it but plans to cover
the Democratic National Convention
firsthand.

“Beyond that, we have no plans.
We leave it open,” he sald.

WATSON CAME to Detroit from
New York in late 1983. He spent a
couple of years dolng the newscasts
on J.P. McCarthy's morning show on
WJR.

“So much of being a newscaster is
out of your hands,” he sald, “When
you're doing Interviews, much of It is
being produced as it goes on the air.
The difference s like the ‘Today’
show compared to the evenlng news
with Tomn Brokaw, The ‘Today’ show
ts more like an ongolng production.

“‘We can change the scope of the
program to be more topical.” -

Walson also enjoys the feedback
— pro and con ~ of talk radio.

It was something he missed as a
broadcaster for NBC In New York.

“With network newscasts, there's
so little

Four weeks ago, a five-p
crew went to Israel “to find out how
that country is to exist

Before
In New York, the producer handed

with the IDF and Palestinian con-
{rontations we all hear about.

“‘We talked to 2 lot of people about.
that ongolng story and found out Is-
rael has lots of other things golng

on."
Calling the Republican National
¢ g

with George Bush,” Watson sald the

you material and you
wrote your newscast on an old Rem-
ington typewriter, There was one
table and one microphone In the stu-
dlo. There was nothing glamorous
about it.

“With local radio, there's a con-
stant stream of feedback! Even if it's
critical in nature, It's nlce to have
that feedback.”
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Although the show doesn't take on-
alr callers, Watson enjoys chatting
with listeners and recelving mall.
Generating a recent flurry of feed-
back two weeks ago was a phone in-
terview with Richard Nixon talking
about U.S. forelgn policy and the
coming presidential election, The
former president was In town for an
Economle Club of Detrolt luncheon
keynote address at Cobo Hall,

While the speech was broadeast
lve on WIR, WWJ was the only ra-
d{o station to follow up with an inter-
view.

WATSON HAS Interviewed four
presidents, Besides Nixen, they in-
clude Gerald Ford (who accorded
hlm two bours in_the Oval Office),
Jimmy Carter and Ronzld Reagan.

A native of Chicago, Watson began
his carcer at a 250-watt radlo station,
in Tucson right out of high school, He
earned a dey from Arizona State
University while working at another
station in Phoenlx.

“I knew I had found my niche,” he

sald,

Stints foliowed in Houston, Chica-
9, Indianapolls and New York, from
disc jockey to general manager Iln
various markets.

“You don't generally find vertical
mobility in one market,” he sald.

His wife's career has added to the
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moves — the family transferred
from Indlanapolis to New York when
she recelved a promotion. Margaret
Childs-Watson is an exceutive with
Chrysler Corp. The couple has a
daughter, Courtney, a Jjunlor at
Farmington HHls Harrison High
School,

““The school was one of the reasons
for locating in the area,” sald Wat.
son, adding that his daughter is a
member of the Natlonal Honor Soct-

ety,

""Wn like Harrison, it's a good
school that pays allentlon to (he
needs of students.”

The family also includes three
dogs — two Australian shepherds
and a cocker spanlel,

WHEN HE'S not working, Watson
enjoys running {four to five miles a
day In the neighborhood), salling and
puttering around the house.

“I'm also a ham radlo operator. [
began in my early high school
years,” he sald.

He's glad to be part of the Detroit
radlo scene,

“Detrolt has a great history in the
market. With New York and Chica-
go, it’s one of the top.

“For anyone who listened to radio
over age 35, the Lone Ranger, Green
Hornet and Sgt. Preston of the Yu.
kon came out of Detroil,” he said.
“Mlke Wallace was here, (Windsor’s)
CKLW In the '60s was an absolute
powerhouse. And WWJ was the first
commerclal radio station ever.

“Now, there Is such great diver-
sion. Every kind of radio is avatlable
— religious, oldies, news talk, muslc
from classical to the hardest rock,

““There’s Infinite variety.”
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Is your child turned off by school?
Huntington Learning Center can help

From preschool to high school, we fill
in your child's education with

Reading - Math « Writing  Study Skills « SAT/ACT prep

Educational Edge?

The personal attention and help your child receives from
our certified teachers will motivate him to succeed in school
for years to come. Huntington glves your child the -

Call the Huntington Learning Center nearest you today.

Middlsbalt at 14 Mile
Farmingtan Hilts

$ THE HUNTINGTON LEARNING CENTER]
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heating/cooling
system—an
unbeatable
combination.

- . You'll get 1ho best of both workds
" when you combine a Bryant gas
! fumnace and central alr conditioner.
: Bryant fumnacea and alr conditfonars
| aro dosigned and tested to onsura

Another speclal menu for
your dining pleasure:
succulent shrimp steeped in
Chardonnay wine, tomato,
pesto sauce and herbs, served
on a bed of rice.and
encircled with zucchini.
Accompanied by tossed
salad, roll & butter.
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