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One of the beautiful features of C p

ATEAL

Bay are the

Paul Marti last year set off on a trip of a life-
time. Marti, who teaches history and geography
at Rochester High School, plaus to sail around tne
teorld. From time to time on his epic journey, he
will be pausing to pass on expericnces to Street
Scene readers, The following is a summary of his
rip along the cestern secbonrd lute last summer.

. CIIESAPEAKE BAY, Sept. 1-Oct. 15 — Great

. storms have always fascinated me. Comfortable and
secure In my home, Pve walched for hours as the
heavens crackled with lightning and the sounds of

Sittin’ on the dock

thunder and wind nature’s
show.

Today, storms not only fasclnate me, but also dic-
2ate routes to be followed and areas to be avoided.

The North Atlantic hurrlcane season, which lasis
from Juue to early November, made our choice of
route south quite simple. We would hug the U.S. East
Coast and follow the Intracoastal waterway to Miaml,
If a hurricane should occur, we would have ample

+ waenlng and be able to find p sultable anchorage to
ride out the storm.

A pleasant side beneflt of this route Is the relative
comfort of protected waters and the opportunity to
sall the Chesapeake Bay, onc of, America's premier
cruising areas. B

I remember Dennis White, my elghth grade history
teacher, explaining that the Tigris and Euphrates riv-

. ers formed the cradle of clvlllzatlon. A good case can
be made for the Chesapeake Bay belng the cradle of

- American civilization. . -

. Asalover of history, I was delighted and excited to
explore Chesapeake Bay.

*  The Chesapeake Is America's largest bay, stretching
190 miles from its northwest corner to the Atlantic
Ocean in the Southeast. Its width varies up to a maxi-
mum of 30 miles. The bay is bordered by the states of
Maryland and Virginla,

. TO ARRIVE in the Chesapeake Bay from New Jer-

< sey, we salled south from the Barnegat Inlet with

: .stops at Atlantie City and the beautlful port town of
-~ CapeMay,NJ.. " s N
I -, It was carly September and already a hint of fall In
. the air. At this time of year, 1 would normally he

lcaraing the names of new sludents and settling into
. the chailenge of a fresh school year. Instead, on that !

{irst day, we salled up the Delaware Bay and made a ;
night passage through the Chesapeake and Delaware
. Canal, et
<. It was the first day that I experienced a bit of!
- “homesickness. Starting back to school, seeing friends,

> -bath staff and students, are always a pleasure. As the |
passed, my mind drifted to thoughts of Rochester ¢

1. da!
: ngh Schoo! and happy memories;

We anchored Lhat evening in Chesapeake Clty, Md.,
along with many others In a tiny bay a' short walk
fram town. Chesapeake City is consldered the gateway
o'the Bay and houses the original pumps, built in
*71837, to fill and empty the locks of the old canal.

After a rainy morning walk for groceries and stove
T fuel, we started down the Elk River and entered the
Bay, .

Enough time was planned to explore a little, meet up
wlth friends and time our passage south to avold the
hurrlcane season.

Both Betsy and I had been looking forward to the

QOur plan was to spend about flve weeks on the Bay,

C and slowing our pace. The first three
monlhs of our journey were spent mostly in passage-
making. Thls was our flrst opportunity to gear down
and stay in one area for more than a few days.

THE CIIESAPEAKE is a sailor’s delight. Hundreds
of pretceted coves with good anchorages line its
shares. Although the bay is shallow, the bottom is soft
and forgiving when s ly find them-

" selyes aground.

Virtually every rlver and inlel has something to of+
fer. Il onc wants, you can find solitude in the qulet
anchorage of the castern shore. For the first few days
we did exactly that. In Worton Creek, In Fairlce Creek
and the Sassafrass River, we visited places Capt. John
Smith wrote about in his travels of 1607,

Swltching sldes of the Bay is like switching worlds,
From the 18th century villages of the castern shore,
we sailed across to the bustling city of Baltimore.

The fl1st views of Baltimore are of heavy Industry, *
bath active and defunct. The harbor 1s somewhat dirty
with ships of a dozen nations walting at anchor to Joad
or unload he cargoes of the world. Today, Baltimore

of Chesapeake Bay
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-a journai

is onc of the East Coast's busjest harbors.

Early Baltimore played an Important role in both
the Revolutionary War and the War of 1812, Fells
Polnt was the center 6f shipping that supplied our
fledgling Navy in our struggles against the British,
More than 200 privateers sailed out of Baltimore to
wreak havoc on the British flect.

was the bombardment of Fort McHenry by the

(3
British in 1814 -that inspired Franclis Scott Key to
write the "Star Spangled Banner,” A flag with 15 stars
still flies over the well-maintalned fort, .. .
Past Foré:‘fcllienry, ‘gowmown Baltimore — like
trol 1 .

rolt — its
Shops, restaurants, parks and cultural institutions line

the harbor. E

WE PLANNED our arrival with that of the Detrolt
‘Tigers and saw Jack Morris pick up his 17th win in a
12-4 rout. I was surprised by the large number of De-
trolt fans cheering the Tigers on at Balimore's Munie-
ipal Stadium. .

From Baltimore, we hcaded down the Bay, spending
a few more days In qulet anchorage, dolng chores and
mecting some of the lecal people.

. Along the western shore of the Bay, homes dating
back to colonlal times share the waterfront with the
medern urban sprawl of the Washington-Baltimore-
Annapolis complex. .
Annapolls was our next stop and, for us, the mos!

‘There are a lot of sights to visit around Ches-
apeako Bay. One is the U.S. Naval Base in
Norfolk, Va. Paul Marti grapples wilh some
crabs, which are pleniiful in the bay.

T
SRS

enjoyable big city of the Bay, We spent about two
weeks anchored just eff the U.S. Naval Academy.
Evenings were always a pleasure as the Navy 3and
tuned up for Saturday football games.

Founded In 1649, Annapolis Is a beautlful city. Much
of it remains the same as in the days of the Revolu.
ush. The State House, where Gen, George Washingion
resigned his commission in 1783, is in the heart of the
city’s historic district and a few minutes' walk from
the harbor,

In the harbor, we anchored near “Piet Heyn” and
spent a good deal of time with the DeLangs. Case and
Mary Delang, formerly of Southfield, are also heading
south to winter In the Bahamas, We have become quite
good friends and have enjoyed Mary's superb cooking
while hearing of their world travels and future plans.

Both Mary and Case are a delight and are one of the
several Mlchlgan crews we met headling south.

ANNAPOLIS ALSQ was the meeting place for our
first visltors from home. Bob and Suzanne Baldwln of
Rochester came down to cruise with us for a week, We
were both excited about having company and catching
up on news from home,

' With the Baldwins, we salled across the Bay to St.
Michaels, Md.. and spent time anchored off the Chesa-
peake Bay Maritime Muscum. We also sailed down to
Oxford, Md, Both towns date back to the 17th century
and share our colonial heritage.

... The Bay was at its best for the Baldwins, good
breezes and swimsult Indian summer weather, As Su.

" “zanne would say, It was "bloody wonderful.”.

|- After parting with the Baldwins, we returned to St.
Michaels to do some much needed boat work and cateh
“up on some passage readlng. am .o
- In the overall circumnavigation plan, the Chesa-
peake and the Intracoastal portions are some of the
- caslest miles we shall travel. Being in protected wa-
ters In American terrltory with friends visiting, we
_fegl more on vacalton then on a leg of a world Journey.
* However, we certalnly are enjoying the beneflts of
cruising in America, knowlng that our next leg will
take us to the open sea and unfamiliar lands. - - -
We returned one last ime to Annapolis, this time by
car. Dave and Judy McWhirter of Rochester came
*down to vislt and we all took in the Annapolls sallboat
show. The McWhirlers are also sailing enthistasis and
‘ are a familiar sight, salling their 28-foot Pearson sloop
" Narl Loa on Lake St. Clair, g
At the boat show, we picked up severnl items we
needed for Keema and also spent some time looking at
‘. other yachts, planning our dream boat.
. With the boat show over and our company gone, it
was tlme once again to start heading south. -,

“WE LEFT ST. Michacls on Oct. 13 and headed

* "through exhilarating days of sailing to Norfolk, Va.

‘The winds were cooperative as we broad reached in
* *25-30 knots of alr, enjoying he sunshine. " :
Almost six weeks had passed since we left New Jer-
sey and entered the Chesapeake, During that Uime, we
had a chance to explore and learn more of the local
history, had an opportunity to share time with friends
and prepare the boat for the next leg of our journey.
On Oct. 16 we passed the U.S. Navy Yard at Norfolk
and began the 1,000-mile inlracoastal ge to Mi.
aml. Our goal was to be provistoned and ready to de-
glart for the Bahamas In lime to enjoy Thanksgiving in
e 5un.

Conlinued from Pago 1

Some of the feslivals bullt avound
spring wlldflowers and morel mush-
rooms have been held during the
past week; the Lewlston Mushroom
Festival will be held May 14, Spring-
brook Hills Resort at Walloon Lakes
will bulld you a weekend package
around mushroom hunting through
May 22, .

‘That should get your deep breath-
Ing started.

OTHER IMPORTANT ,dates in

May: Tulip TIme in Holland May 11-
14; Malfest in Alpenn May 14; Maple
City Mctric Bicyele Tour in Adrian
May 21; Herltage Festlval, Big Rap-
{ds May 20-22; Spring Kite Festival,
May 2i; and Windsurfing Regatta
May 28-29 In South Haven,

1s0; Volksmarch, a 10k walking
event in Grandville May 24; High-
fand Festival and Games May 28-26;
Michlgan Great Lakes Wildlife Fes-
tival in Clare May 28-28; Fort Ml-
chilimackinac Pageant May 28-30;
annual horse pulling contest In Foun-
tain May 30, .

Un those same May 28-29 dates
you might explore a festival I have
Just heard about for the first time:
Feast of the St. Clalr at Pine Grove
Park in Port Huron. It s a Hving his-
tory re-enactment of the historical
events of the 17th and 18th cenluries:
1ife styles, cralts, camp life, Indlan
rituals, coloninl French dancing, fife
and drum corps and ail. Call 982+
0891 for more information. N

And just to alert you to carly June:
Cereal Festival, Battle Creck, June
2-4; Festival '88, Grand Rapids, June

3:5; Lilac Festival, Mncklnae‘[:hnd,

.
"

May 3-12, More June events in our
pages for the next two weeks.

If your fantasy of the greet spring
outdoors Includes a flshing rodthe
Tawas Bay Fishing Derby runa

. through Sept. 5 {telephone BOO-55-

TAWAS), tho Steclhcaders Annual
Flshing Tournament will be held in
South Haven May 13-15; the Lake
Charlevoix Area Trout Tournament
Is on May 20-22 (816-651-5758); and
the Memorial Day Sportfishing
Tournament is scheduled in Pentwa.
tor May 28-30,

PLAN AHEAD. You can flsh any

of the Inland streams, rivers and

“lakes, or the Great Lakes, during the

Third Anaua) Free Fishing Weekend . -
June 11-12, You won't be required to
have clther a fishing license or a
trout-salmon stamp, but other nor«
mal fishing rules apply.

And {f you nced a lltle fishing ad-
vice from your friends at the DNR,’
ask for the pamphlet Michigan Fish
and How to Catch Them. Call the
Flsheries Division of DNR at (517)
373.1280. For {ishing conditlons
around the state, call the conditions
hotline (517) $73-0§08. R




