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ITH THE expansion of the Mich.
tgan Design Center, I am able
to tell you about the many new

showrooms,

The Gioja showroom has a line of arca
rugs and fabrics by Thomas,

With the Thomas Carpet Co., you can cre-
ate you own design and, belleve it or not,
dellvery is In six weeks. They will provide
you with color swatches and a rendering of
your design so that you know just what you
are getting.

If you are using a print in your llving
room upholstery, try a small scale of this
patternin the area rug in your dining area,

1 used a crewel fabric on the sofa and
wing chalr tn a family room. This same
crewel was repeated in the center of the
area rug with a wide border of solld color.

I can remember a runner I deslgned for a
stalrcase. The colors we were working with
were gray, belge and brown with accents of
cranberry red, Charcoal gray was the
ground of the carpet and belge roses were
scattered throughout, It made a dramatle
understatement.

The Gieola showreom also represents
Gene Smiley Carpets. They have a wonder-
{ul range of commerclal carpet that Is not
only practical for heavily trafflcked arcas
but also very attractive.

1 happen to be using one now that Is navy
In ground with a fleur-de-lis in ivory woven
through it. The carpeting throughout the
hiouse Is lvory with the stalrcase and,upper
hall in the commercial carpet.

1t you are shopping for wallcovering, you
are sure to find something In a Clarence
House book by Kinney Wallcovering. Many
of the wallpapers have matching fabrics.
It's a wonderful line and priced reasonably
for the look you achieve.

Wicker and rattan become an art form
- when It is plece that has been crafted by
Blelecky Brothers. This line Is represented
by the Giola showroom, aleng with a Hne of
4ilk {apestry pillews cqliza the Forbidden
Stiteh. The pillows come In a vatiety of
shapes and stzes.

1 remember buying the tapestries in Hong
Kong. I then had pillows made with the tap-
cstry appliqued to the pillow. I was 3o proud
of mysclf with the pillows I had made and
here they sit — very casuaily on the show-
room fioor.
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'Dorothy
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Q. My house is o mess and I Just don't
know where to begla beenuse I do a Jot of
crafts and then by the time I get home from
belping others I've got litter all over and I
do a lot of volunteer work and I don’t have
time or energy to cateh up with everything,
What am I dolng wrong?

A. There are two aspects of order in life:
mental and physlcal. Meatal order must ex.
ist before physical organization can be

Adult

communities

Sharing a common bond is cornerstone

By C. L. Rugonstoin
spocial wrller

ties fn Sauth Lyon, Centaur Contractors Inc. have what
they believe is the wave of the future for housing,

“We're golng alter the adult market,” said Edward S.
Tompkins, a partner with Jim Pelkey, in Centaur: “People over
50 with no children, or children over 17. Pnn of what we're
sclling is the lifestyle — the communlty itsclf.”

Pcople at the complexes share a common bond. They've
moved out of houses they've lived in for 20 or 30 years, Some of
them even lived in the same Livonla or Farmington Hills nelgh-
borhoods, or thereabouts, or worked at the same companies, but
never had the time or the opportunlty to develop any friend-
ships.

“What we've found,” said ‘l‘ompklns. “Is that they're redlscw-
ering ench other since moving there.”

This sense of with bors ook
Ing out lor one another has helped make the inltial phase of
Colania) Acres and nearby Centennial Farms sell-outs, Pelkey
and Tompkins have already begun bullding more units at both
sites of the $100-million project in the Pontiac Trall-Ten Mile
Road area,

COLONIAL NOW HAS ABOUT 600 unlts on 52 acres in phas.
es one through four. Phase five will add another 500 units on 87
addltlonal acres for a total of 1,100 with a projected completion
date of 1993,

The acreage Is wooded and has several man.made ponds that
tapped Into natural underground springs. One of the ponds wiil
be stocked for fishing, and another will have a beach for swim-
ming. There are two clubhouses, the newest one in phase 5 with
aswimming pool,

One and two bedroom unlts are attached in groups of six or
eight. Some of the newer unlts have lower level walk-out pallas,
but Tompkins sald the best seliers at Colonial have been the non-
walkouts.

Enclosing a wood deck into a porch is one of the buyer’s many
options. It adds another 120 square feet to the overall 1,800
square feet of the unit,

“That's more arca than some buyers had in their old houses,"
To:ukins noted,

dsase price for the walkouts 1s §84,000, and $61,400 for tae
non-walkouts. “The typleal customer spends about $65,000, how-
ever,” Tompkins sald.

TO SHOW WHAT OPTIONS are available, the model for
phase 5 is loaded with optlons, he noted. These Include more
expensive oak cabinets in the kitchen, finlshed basement with a
third bedroom, full bath, carpeting, an enclosed walk-out porch
and a fireplace. It brings the price up to about $85,000.

I N COLONIAL Acres and Centennial Farms adult communl-

Moving out to Colonial Acres

was like Old Home Weck for
Frank Ross (right) and Peter
Schmidt, Both ratired about
10 years ago from the same
tool and engineering compa-
ny in Southfield. They hadn’t
seen each other again until
recently when they discov-
cred they each iived in the
same development and were
now neighbors. With them
are.__their . wives, Amy Ross
{left) and Marla Schmidt, in
the dining room of one of the
Colonial Acres units. At the
rlnht, a vlew o| a finished
to an en-

‘The units have California-style walled courtyard X
good-sized dining area 1 at the far end of the llving room. The
kltchens feature a breafast bar pass-through to the living-dining
room. End units have windows In the kitchen, but the inner unlts
are compensated for the lost window by the use of a skylight.

One of the standard features at bath Colonial Acres and Cen-
tennial Farms is hot water baseboard heating systems, “It's
more expensive, but more cffective,” Tompkins sald.

The Centeanial Farms development is two miles away and
offers a slightly different concept. The unlts are bullt In group of
four — two one-bedroom units, and two two-bedroom units per
bullding — and lInclude attached onc-car garages. {Colonial
Acres hns cnrpms),

The units can be to include an op-
tional dlnlng room opposite the kitchen, and also have an en-
larged kitehen with table space as a no-charge option.

‘THE FIRST PHASE OF Ceatennial Farms community is sold
out except for about 12 units. Phase II, with a 1993 completion
date, will add another 300 units, Base price for cne- and two-

m units range from $64,900 to $71,900.

Ano!hcr distinguishing characteristic is lbat Centennial is

bullt o four : Crooked, Sandy

achleved. You must think in an
manner or your actlons, and therefore your
possesslons, wlll be scattered all over.

Listen to yourself speak, Are your
thought patterns in order? Do they follow
logical lines of (hinking, moving calmly and
smoothly from one subject to another In a
natural progression? Or do they jump
qulekly from one tople to something else en-
tirely unrelated with no apparent connee-
tion? Do you frequently fail to finish sen.
tences, Jumping to another thought before
completing the flrst?

It is difficult for the person whose
thoughts are jumbled to be methodic. The
apparent “scatterbraln” begins one task,
thinks of something ctse to be done, drops
the first and moves on to the second. The
result ls chaos in clutter and unfinished
projects. Worse yet, caught in a Catch-22,
the resulting mess only projects back to the
person, making him {eel guilty and conse-
gl‘:ently fragmenting his thinking even fur-

cr,

What can be done? First, understand
what is happening by stepping back and

_belng objective. Reallze that physleal
clutter is only a product of confused think.
ing. Have you taken on more than you can
bandle? Begin whillllng down the number
of actlvitles you are Involved in. This will
allow you to focus on fewer assignments
without 50 many things to remember,

Then use eoxtreme self-discipline by
choosing one or two important tasks cach
day. Force yourself to concentrate on and
finish one task at a time, refusing to be dls-
tracted by the innumerable other chores
walting to be done. Convince yourself that
the rest will get done In good u.me. but riam
now you are working on the task at
By working calmly and melhodlcully. day
by day making smalil hut regular progress,
you can achieve order in your life.

't expeet miracles, If your situation
has been deterorating over a Jong period of
time, it will take time to recoup. If you can
improve just one small aspect of your llfe
cach day, that 1s progress.

lakes:
Bottom, Limekiln nnd Dotlar, Its clubhouse wlu: locker rooms
and whirlpool (among other amenities) overlooks Crooked, an
all-sports lake with o natural sandy beach and wetland.

Centennlal, Colonlal and Red Cedar, Centaur’s third adult
complex io Wllunmslun, are bllled a3 co-ops rather than condo-
but not the land.
Land is uwned by Cenmu- and lensod back to the buyer on a 99-
year lease.

"’rhnt'u the reason the priéu are 5o good,” Tomkins sald.

has of as well, polnted out
Pclkcy, whu has been bullder/dcvcluper for 24 years.

Under the co-op system, the complex is run more efflciently
because Centaur has an in-house service department to handle
all maintenance problems. The fee at Colonlal Acres is $125 per
month and includes insurance, boiler, hot-water beater repalr
and/or replacement, land lease costs as well as snow remaval,
exl;:rlmi painting, lawn and shrub care. Use of the clubhouse 1
also Included

“Unllke omnr developers, we don't leave the development
;'lhm 1t's finished,” Pelkey sald. “We're here and very accessls

T about the call 437:8198,

Share your festival
memories with us

Meadow Brook Music Festlval celebrates its 25th season this
year. The occaslon will bo commemorated by a speclal section
to be included in tha Observer & Eccentric Newspapers on

Thursday, June 2.

Threugh pictures and stories, !he section will chart the festl-
val's mwth. It will feature interviews with folks who were non
the planaing during the early stages, as well as pmﬂlu of the
staunch corps of present-day volunteers who to
keep tho festival the f.opnotch event that |
huhzlth&‘ sectlon, It's pmhbhy 111:) u'ue lh.ll um

But In 1 P
ll:ur own l.hg might like to sharc about why the musie !entlvnl

208

‘We would like to lnclndnom of those special moments in the
seetion. We are lnviting readers to write and tell us about those
‘memorable times, I your letter s selocted, you will recelve a
pnir o( tickets to one of the Meadow Brook

1d your comunents to:

Livonia 48150,

closed walkout porch. Both
are optlons offered by Cen-
taur Contractors inc.

Staff photos by
John Stormzand

‘Kitchens in Colonlal Acres a have breakfast

concerts.
;e udm Brook Memorles, Observer g,

dow. En]oylno a cnllno bloak Is Rnnlle Webb,
Gov. James Blanchard's mother, with her hus

band, Baxter. The couple have been residents
sinco 1984,
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