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O paint or not to paint,
Farmington High
students are
circulating petitions
so they can “paiot” the
guardhouse booth In the
school's east parking lot.

A recent adminlstrative
dircctive, upheld by the school
board, prohibits students from
painting graffitl on the small
bullding.

“It’s an outlet for the
students,” student Christopher
Jones told the school board May
3. ie satd It keeps students
from dolng damage to other
school property.

‘The prohibitlen Is part of
Farmington High's new
“Eftective Schoals” program,
designed to sharpen the school's
image.

LOTTERY complete.

A lottery to sclect 306
students for Farmington Publle
Schools' new magnet school,
Highmeadow Common Campus,
is complete,

Eetlery ave helap seal to
parents, advising them of
student selection. A waiting list
will be kept on file, sald Mary
Lau Ankele, assistant
superiniendent for speclal
services.

Quote of the week

6 When I got those first
negative biopsies, I cried. My
heart — my spiritnal heart —
was full of gratitude. 9

Richard Headlee, Farmington
Hills Insurance executlve, who
undergoes regular blopsies on his
new heart to determine whether
there is any sign of refectlon. He's
had 18 biopsies so far.
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Hills proposes tax-rate i‘

(] Departments get turned

Farmington Hlls officials say the city is

away in budget talks, 4A

facing a financial dllemma

them to propose a tax-rate Increase of less

thz‘nlrln 0.5 mill in 1988.89,

don't know what I can do but deal
wlith the facts,” clty manager Willlam Cos-
tick snid. “If we hadn't cut the tax rate last
year, we wouldn't have a problem this
year. Last year, we dropped taxes because
we had revenue growth, Now we're in a

completely different situation.”

Clty administrators propose a 9.4 mill
tax rate to support a $24 milllon budget in

1988-89,

The proposed rate s on Increase over
the current 9.258 mills, which was a reduc-
tlon from the 10.3 mill rate in 1986-87, The
maximum amount allowed by city charter,
exeluding voter approved speclal taxes is

10 mils.

Excluding debt retirement, the pro,
budget represents a 6.5 percent Increase

over the current year’s budget.

THE AVERAGE taxpayer who owns a
$125,000 house, assessed at $62,500, who
patd $575 in city taxes In the current budg-
et year, would pay $587 In the new flscal
year If the city council adopts the proposed

budget at the June 13 meeting.

‘This figure does not include taxes Jevied
by Fartnington Publie Schools, Oakiand In-
termedlate School District, Oakland Coun-

ty and Oakland Community College.

The clty Is faced with a more than $1
million revenue loss because of the lack of
a surplus ($580,000) to carry over Into the

After heart
transplant,
it’s 1 day
at a time

By Casoy Hans
staff writer

It was with heartfelt thanks that
Richard Headlee arrived home last
week, returning to the helm at Alex-
ander Hamilton Life Insurance Co.
of Amerfca In Farmlngton Hills.

The same old Headlee splrit still
shows through, following an Oct. 8
heart transplant that offered him
new hope for life and a new set of
priorities for llving it.

The 57-year-old Farmington Hills
restdent returned May 5 from Salt
Lake Clty, Utah, ‘where be un-
derwent A four-hour heart transplant
operation and llved while recuperat-
ing. He was busy greeting employces
and getting back to business, al-
though he's taking his time gelting
back into the routine,

It will take about one year for
Headtee to return to the same physi-
cal shape he was in before the sur-
gery, he sald. He has lost about 10

unds and was recently taken off
sterold therapy,  which made his
Joints sore. .

Nonetheless, the former Michigan
gubernatorial candidate is thankfut
to be back. .

Mayor Jody Soronan
council Is cost conacious

dlsposal, general costs, such

1987-88,

tion.

BY LAW, clty officials may Increase the
tax rate beyond the state-required rollback
H the city advertises the increase, A public
hearing Is. tentatively scheduled for 7:30
p.m. Monday, June 6, to inform taxpayers

of the proposed inercase.

“If we roll back this year in light of the
tax reduction last year, and In light of
other revenue shortfalls and the Increased o4y
costs of the clty, we can't balance the
budget at the (rolled back) 8.6-mill levy,”

Costlck sald.

Richard Headlee pays for his lunch in the

Sharon Richardson.

“1 had a great attitude,” sald the
father of nine and grandfather of 29,
about his cight-month medical

Marks, Soronen, Sever top -

new year, g bullding permit {ees
($325,000) and the climlnation of the feder-
al shared revenues ($112,000).

Increased costs, particularly in refuse
as police ser
vices, property assessment administration
and employce health benefits, are further
plnching the propoesed budget, Costick said.

Increased property tax assessments av-
craging 12 percent with some as high as 20
percent, plus $217 million in new construc-
tlon, have pushed the city's state equalized
value to $1.7 billlon from $1.5 billion in

Under the state Truth-In-Taxatlon law,
the elty Is required to roll back its tax rate
to 8.6 mills, which would generate the
same amount of money the city would
have received if property tax assessments
had risen at the same percentage as infla-

The proposed 9.4-mill rate is a 9.2 per-
cent Increase over the 8,6-mill rollback,

Thankful, Richard Headlee returns

tlck sald.

budget.

THE TOTAL general fund balance is ex- "
pected to drop to $1.7 milllon, which is 1%
about 7.2 percent of the city's proposed $24
million budget. Financial analysts recom-
mend that municipallties malntain a budg-
ct surplus equal to 10 percent of the city'’s

operating budget. .

sald finance director Charles Rosch.

‘When the current budget year draws to a
close on June 30, Lhe city will be unable to
{ollow past practice and use some of Jts
year-cnd surplus to balance the budget.
When the current budget year ends, the
clty will be without $580,000 to carry aver
into the new budget, Costick sald.

“We've always expended the end-ol-the-
year budget surplus to keep the tax rate
low. But we've been eliminating any loose-
ness in the budget. We've gotten more ace
curate, Budgels have gotten tighter,” Cos-

In previous years, the city had a surplus
beeause more revenuc was gencrated than
was expected or budgeted. That surplus
was used the next year to help balance the

“Revenues are hot coming In excesslve-
ly over what we project,” Rosch said, “We
literally are not golng to end up with a sur-

us.”

“We really can’t alford to let it get any
Tower to maintain our bond rating,” Rosch

Another faclor causing a budgeting di-
lemma is the expected $325,000 decrease
In revenue from building {ees,

ncrease

Farmington Hills budget '88-'89
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ordeal. “I'm blessed with a pesitive
outlook that everything turns out for biopsies, I cried.

the best.

“When T got those first negative
My heart — my
spiritual heart — was full of grati-

Hills conference spending

: O Answers elude city on merits

Without the councll's previous 4-

Accordln

year-old pre-approval expense polle
of conferences, 8A The cily covers cy, which was resclnded earller this
P for * year, councll members' on-the-job
By Joanna Maliszewskl members’ travel to and reports arc filed with the
staff writer r Py city manager’s office following at-
oma i d. at Expense
Immedlate past Farmington HUls  fravel at a conference, reparts are to be reviewed by clty
Mayor Ben Marks, Mayor Jody Soro-  hotel, conference financlal stalf
nen and Mayor Pro Tem Terry Sever ’ ‘We're still golng to keep
have spent the most so far in 1967-08 - /PgIotration and meals.  records” city manager William Cos-
o city council and sem- . ek sald, ) N
ars, -

Of the council’s annual $8,400
budget, the council has spent more
than $6,069 as of the end of Febru-
ary. Marks, Soronen and Sever to-
ge}bcr have spent more than $5,200,

u 4 )

IR

The budget year ends June 30.

."T think everyone on the council Is
preity cost conscious, Nobody is in-
ferested In wasting the city's mon-
ey,” So:vn,en sald.. ~

to a lo city
pollcy applying to both clected offi-
cials, as wecll as employees, any
travel lovolving more than $25
must be approved by Costlck.

L s
RANDY BORST/stast photographer

Lite Insurance Co. of America. At loft is cashier

tude.
“I'm a blessed man.”
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Numbers for
emergencies
are incorrect

Know who to call in an emer-
geney.

The emergency-only telephone
numbers Jisted in the May 1988-
89 Farm!ngton-Farmington Hills
Nelgborhood directory are trans-

In Farmington, call 474-4700
for police and fire service. In
Farmington Hills, call 477-0911.
These numbers also were trans-

In a Fa Focus
item that appeared Monday,

Phone stickers with emergen
{:‘um?cn are avallable at each po-

ce
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