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Quality education must be guaranteed

WHILE WHITE water rafting in
the wilderness of West Virginia last
Saturday, you'd think education
would be the last thing on my mind.
After al}, it was supposed to be a va.
cation.

Most everything of & workaday
nature had left my mind, until our
gulde introduced himself,

im has been a “weekend” white-
wuler gulde for more than 10 years,
/ as he tried out a variety of perma.
.nent jobs in his hometown near
" Charleston. He drove buses and
“worked for goverament agencles, |

His weckends are stil] spent on the
river, but his weekdays are spent

with kids, He's a middle school prin-
cipal for a rural school district in
West Virginla, and has a speclal In.
terest in USS, history,

Between the excitement of rush-
ing whitewater rapids, we discussed
education In general and, more spe-
ciflcally, his district.

ALTHOUGH HE didn't complain,

I heard about financial woes, from -

the $700 the school is allocated for

lage — which covers only the
first 10 weeks of the year — (o the
$900 allocated for the phone bill
cach year, As a princlpal, he has to
worry more about the operation of
the building than the way hls teach-

ers operate, or his students Jearn.

I told Jim that education was my
beat, and that 1 covered Farmington
schoals, “I've heard of annlnxlon."

he sald. “They get wriuen upfnalot

of educatlon journals.
Farmington Is one of the lucky dis-
triets. It has financial resources to

offer new and innovatlye programs
— ones that get national attention in
;hckjoumals. Jim's distrlet is not so
ucl

My discusslon with him could have
also occurred in Michigan, with any
district that faces a lack of money
for textbooks, or needed staff, or
money to nperate any extracurricu-
lar programs.

These are the districts without the
luck of the draw — without the bene-
{it of a wealthy tax base,

ONE OF the big Issues in Michl-
gan education cireles, I told Jim, is
how schools are flnanced, and the In-
equity In the way Mlchigan schools

are financed. The state Leglslature
is working on a fair way to correct
the situatlon, offering a good public
educatlon to any chlld no matter
where they llve.

Even though Farmington schools
stand to lose when the state “takes
from the rich to give to the poor,”
officials here seem resigned to the
Idea that its golng to happen. And
they're squlrreling away extra mon.
ey, Jooking ahead.,

Offlclals of other wealthy distriets
are more outspoken against equal-
1zation — saying they do not want to
subsidlze poorer districts and that
the quality of education will suffer

overall.

The status quo cannot contlaue, el-
ther in Michlgan, West Virginla or
any other state in our nation.

It's time for educators, legistators,
parents, and other inlerested groups
to band together for the sake of fu-
ture gencrations. There must be
change, not only in school financing,
but a guaranteed quallty cducation
for all children.

We can no longer worry just about
ourselves; while school principals
like Jim worry about whether he can
turn on the lights tomorrow.

We must light the way for each
chlld, rich or poar.

Anti-smoking proponent
placed in Hall of Heroes

THE BARBECUE came out from
under wraps recently. Grilled hall-
but Saturday night, sizzling burgers
for Sunday lunch and then close out
the weekend with some lusclous pork
chops,

Maybe it was all that charcoal-
.tinged smoke that fouled my
; thoughts about cigarettes the same

.wny killer weeds foul the alr about

‘l‘o be btunt: I'm fumlng about cig-
arette fumes, Or more accurately,

. about the tactics of those who try (o
,induce .a potentlally deadly habit
upon us,

. You have heard that Northwest
- Alrlines hos banned smoking on all

flights, a step beyond federal smok-
- Ing bans on all domestic flights last-
. Ing less than two hours.

* There are some good television

‘advertisements  promoting North-
~west's ban. Unfortunately, the ads

cost an' advertising agency a mul-

*timiltlon-dollar account and sent
scores of people “into the streets
+without a Job.

TBE* AGENCY that made the
Nm—thwst ad also had the Nabisco
faccount. “Had” s the operative
word. In the wonderful world of cor-
iporate mergers, the same father
iflrm pushes cigarettes and Nablsco

1

Rich
Perlberg

1 am anti-smoking and
1 lose patilence quickly
with so-called
smokers’ rights.

sidious little weed that is, accordlng
to almost any objective observer, a
killer, Trying to get people to smoke
themselves to death must be a great
wny to earn a buck.

gust with the clgarette
bulLl of the world has brought state
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We need to stabilize the
rates for college tuition

BOB BOWMAN, the fast-thinking,
fast-talking economic gure of Gov,
Blanchard’s administration, was a
Nttle unhappy with my question
about double-digit tuitlon rates last
week.

It scems that the Unlvcrslly of

is

Sen. Jack Faxon,
Hllls Into my Hall of Heroes for the

annn isn’t sponsoring all of the

* anti-smoking bills now before the

state legislature, but he backs them
all and Is perhaps Lansing's most
visible opponent of this filthy habit.
The latest package of bills covers
a gamut of nreas prohibiting free

sweets, A smoking exec was.- not
pleased by the Northwest ad so he

" punished the ad firm by pulllng the

Nablsco account. Remember that
the ad firm did not have the clga-
rette accounts, and they presumably
were dolng a fine Job promoting the
Nabisco products.

But, hey, It's thelr company and

. they can get piqued if 1Lay want to.

You know bow Uritable cigarette
smokers can be.

But it burned me just a little bit
more to read about the methodology
of those menthol-flavored movers
who earn thelr Nving selling an in-

creating
smoke-free schnoh and child-care
centers, and toughening Jaws prohi-
biting the sale of tobacco to minors,

Hooray for Faxon. I am not an
antl-smoker person, Some of my best
{riends smoke. Some of them have a
terrible time quitting. It's an addlc.
tive weed and it kills people.

1 am ant!-smoking, and I lose pa-
tlence qulckly with so.called
smokers' rights, What ave they talk-
ing azbout? The right to leave ciga-
rette burns on my furniture? The
right ‘to make my clothes stink of
smoke? The right to threaten my
health?

Or is it merely the right to fire an
advertlsing firm for doing its job?

at, cite
ing the almost flat level er state ald
coming out of Lanslng. What's more,
other colleges are talking about tul-
tion increases in the 10-13 percent
range.

As we raced down (he corridor of
Southfleld-Lathrup High to the gym
where 2,000 parents with small, kid.l
were wulung to ask about the state’s
new (tultion Investment program,
Bowman replied we wouldn't get
double-digit tumon fncreases every
year; some years it may be only 3
percent.

“Qver the long haul,” Bowman
holds, the Michigan Education Trust
investment could earn a higher rate
of return {10 percent compound)

than tuition Increases (-7 percent). -

Today's $6,400 investment in 18
ears will pay a kid's $28,000 for
four years of college.

ONE FATHER, a bit bitter, asked
Bowman much the same question,

U-M, he sald, Is assessing students
“computer fees” whether or not they
use computers, and next it will be
charglng “walking on the grass"
{ees, Wi these fees be covl:rcd by
the education trust program

Yes, said Bowman, all mnndalory

Tim
Richard

fees will be covered. But then the
cool state treasurer exploded at 15
state colleges and unlversities,

“It's incomprehensible to me why
tuition has to go up at three times
the rate of inflatlon,” he sald, calling

~on all parents — nat fust parents of
18-year-olds — to start watchdog.
ging the colleges.

Lots of luck, everyone.

STATE COLLEGES get their op-
erating money from two major
sources — state aid and tultion,

When I started college back in the
Elsenhower golden age, a person
earning the minimum wage worked
106 hours to carn U-M tultion. Today
it take= abaut 300 hours, That's a ter-
ﬂb]' .

Fir!!. colleges don't use the con-
sumer price index. They use HEPI,
the higher education price index, be-
cause they spend big chunks of thelr
budgets on personnel, medlcal bene-
fits and utllitles, The latter wo
items have been soaring in the last
decade.

Second, state ald hasa't kept pace
with the CPI, HEPI or anything else,

A Casablanca First!

For two decades, the Legislature put
less and less into’ education, more
and mere into soclal services,

Blanchard tried to reverse that.
For the first flve years, his budgets
provided befty increases in state ald
to education at all levels. This year,
for some reason, the education mon-
¢y trend flattened out.

WE CAN'T BLAME unumplny-
ment. April joblessness dropped to
7.4 percent, a full 1 percent below
April 1987, There are 105,000 more
people at work, paying laxls, than a
year ago,

‘Where's the money going?

Well, the House Appropriations
Committee has added $21.4 million
to Blanchard's social services budget
for higher welfare caseload projec-
tions, Blanchard proposed 18 cast-
.contalnment measures totallng $52
milllion, and the House panel reject
ed most.

That's where our tax money Is
going.

OUR STATE constitution has
something called the Headiee tax
lmitation amendment. It applles to
taxes, not college tuition and fees.
Tough luck, parents and students,

Milchigan has done a good thing by
offering a tultion investment pro-
gram, where parents can guarantee
to cover four years of college tuition.

But the state would do a better
thing If it could stabilize tultion

tates.
Michigan needs tultlon limitation,

A genuine
computerized
Inteli-Touch fan
for only $199.

=8 No matter what your life style
preference, Southfield has it ali!
Southfield neighborhoods come
in all shapes, sizes and price
ranges, from modern condomin-
iums and subdivisions, to grace-
ful ranch-style homes nestled in
rolling ravines.

Southfield offers gracious
living with easy access to the best
of everything the region has to

" offer via the Lodge, 1696 and
. Southfield Expressways, Let
us show you our community—

No more crawling out of bed in the middle
of the night. Set it and forget it.

And, when you add a Casablanca .
llghnng fixeure, Inteli-Touch turns your .
lights on and off for added home security. N

So don't wait. Owning a genuine
Casablanca has never been easier. But
don't take my word for it, Visit (he dealer
wall  listed below and prove it to yourself.

%WM :»'

“I've authorized a select group
of dealers to sell this Limited
Edition “"Alpine” Casablanca®
ceiling fan for the special low
price of $199. This offer
is available strictly on a first-come,
fitst-served basls.

“A!pln: comes cumrletc wikh

lwhch ]un a muth controls both fan
speed and fan divection, It has Fan

"housing, schools, recreatlon Minder™ It automatically reduces fan '
I ‘and much more. to ensure all night comfort, Crlman s 0 Bt !
ER B C . - Visit our office at the South- O
1| - field Civic Center Municipal Build- [ TAN COMPANY tLS.AT
{7 g&iﬁg?gnagféﬁ:ﬁ:::f ‘ga'y of When you have no room for second best.
living. Southfield...for your, life Lighten Furutes Foe Ervy Decor s Witeg Sapples s Light Baiba
_— ' C L style, i SE _
SO' | THFIELD Southfield Information Center ELECTRICAL :
-  354-4400 CONSTRUCTION,INC. g
L ] . .
Open Monday-Friday 8-5. 37400 W. 7 MLE ROAD .
LIVONA, M1 48152 *(213) 484-2211

- A free housing service

The Centér of It-All




