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staff writer

Farmington Hills [s secking an injunction to prevent
manufactured houstng builder Howard Keating from us-
Ing two completed houses on Nine Mile as sales models,

Farmington Hll)s officials said that the manufactured
houses at Karen Place and Nine Mile, cast of Middle-
belt, have been used as models In viatatlon of clty ordi-
nance, accordlng to a complaint filed by clity attorney
Paul Bibeau Friday, May 6.

A show causc hearlng before Oakland Circuit Judge
Norman Lippltt Is scheduled for 9 a.m. May 18.

“The judge signed an order requiring Keatlng to show
cause why a preliminary Injunction should not be issued
for violating zonlng ordlnances and using the homes as
models,” Blbeau sald.

Keatlng of Keatlng Community Homes Inc., Bloom-
field Hills, was unavallable for comment. Company

spokeswoman Brooke Isberg sald she preferred not to
comment on (he clty’s complaint. In the past, however,
both Keating and Isberg have denied using the two com-
pleted houses as sales models,

THE CITY'S complalnt also said that Keating used
the houses as models desplte the zoning board of
appeals denia) of his request for a varlance to use them
as such and to bulld a temporary parking lot.

“. .. A casual ebjective observation of the subject
property on various dates elearly indlcates that the sub-
Ject property is being used as sales model sites , , "
according to the city's complaint.

Attached to the clty's complalnt are coples of two
photographs, dated April 23, showing “Modcl Open”
stgns with arrows pointing to the two homes.

IN THE ZBA minutes of a December 1987 public
hearing on Keating's request for a varlance, the buiider

reportedly told members that he didn't find that using
the models was any different than rcal estate compa-
nies doing the same with open houses.

A ZBA member told Keatlng at the December meet-
ing that real estate companles host open houses in de-
veloplng subdlvisions. The Nine Mile-Middlebelt area Is

not a ping
City officials previously have said that open houses .
« are used to sell or bulld other houses within a patticular
subdivision, Officlals have said that-Keatlng usés the
houses as models to sell other units In that avea as well
as other areas in metrepolitan Detroit.

The ZBA denled Keating's request, It sald that using
the houses as models would be inconsistent with the
splrlt of the ordl that pi uses In
resldential zones. The request also was denled because
the houses as models don't promote or preserve the-

district, to the

h of the
public hearing minutes.

s cites ordinance in model home dispute

THE LAWSUIT is the latest in a series of events be-
tween Keatlng and the clty. Clty officlals arc withhold-
ing bullding permlts against the builder until his other
work sites in the Nine Mile-Middlebelt area are cleaned
up and graded. The permits also arc being withheld
pendlng notificatlon that Keating has received required
licenses for the and sales of i
housing.

Other complaints that have been lodged against Keat-
ing by Nine Mile-Middlebelt arez residents and clty offi-
clals range from trafflc concerns and dralnage prob-
lems to Incomplete site work.

In a memo to the clty council this week, city manager
William Costick reported that “substantfal progress” in
cleanup and site work has been made on cach of the
Keating homes under construction. The homes are being
Installed north of Nine Mile on streets such as Elmgrove
and Canfleld.

Welday opens off

ice Farmington

Sarafa joins

Mike Sarafa, a 22-year-old former
Michigan Republican Party finance
division field coordlnator, is the
fourth announced candldate for the
69th state House district scat.

Secking publle office for the first
time, Sarafa, during a tour through
the district Monday, said: “There are
three priorities before us: stopplng
crlme and drugs, controlling taxes
and improving our area’s roads.”

‘The dlistriet includes Farmington,
Farmington Rills, Southficld Town-
ship, and the villages of Beverly
Hiils, Bingham Farms and Franklin,

Sarafa joins Farmington Hills
planning commissioner Paul Wel-
day, Farmingten Hills councilwom-
an Jan Dolan and Beverly Hills Vil-
lage Councll presldent Michael

as declared
candidates for the $39,831-a-year
post hetd by W.V. “Sandy” Brother-
ton, R-Farmlngton.

Brotherton announced earller this
year he would not seck re-clectlon in
19889 after 16 years in the House, No
Democratle candldates have been
announced,

Born and ralsed in southeast Oak-
1and County, Sarafa is the son of im-
migrant parents, He is graduate of
Michigan State University and Blr-
mingham Brother Rice High School,

His family has been nvelved in
buslness and community actlvities
for 40 years, His brother, Joseph, is
an attorney and executive rlrector
of the Associated Food Dealers of
Michigan.
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Mike Sarafa
accepts challenge

work, strong families and spending
only what you have,” Sarafa said.

THE FARMINGTON Hills rest-
dent, endorsed by 1986 gubernatorial
hopeful Colleen Englec, sald he is
committed to “ensuring a quality cd-
ucatlon for our children and malin-
taining a quality standard of llving
for aur senlor cltizens.”

As part of his campaign announce-
ment activitles, Sara{a met privale
ly with area law enforcement offi-
clals, had lunch at a senlor cltizen
complex, held & briefing wlith local
small business leaders, appeared at
a coffee with local residents, con-
ducted door-tn-dosor campalgning
und sffleiall; ~pencd hls campalgn
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69th district race

headquarters in Farmington Hills.

“While other candldates talk about
past accomplishments, I will focus
on what must be done to make Mich-
igan stronger,” he said.

In response to skepticism about
his age, Sarafa sald: “I will not apo-
loglze for my age. Younger people
all across thls country are recogniz.
ing an obligation to serve.”

“This campalgn s not about the
past,” he said. “It’s about the future,
It's not about where we've been. It's
about where we are golng.

“1 am prepared to serve the resl-
dents of this distrlet with energy, vi-
tality and the strong desice to make
an Impact in Lansing.”

SARAFA SAID he would owe his
election to the volers. He pledged to

The Paul Welday [ar State Rep-

the opening of Its campaign head-
quarters at 26105 Orchard Lake,
Suite 107 In Farmington Hllis,

Welday, a Farmington Hills
Pianning Commission member, Is a
Republican candidate for the state
House in the 69th District, which
Includes the cities of Farmington,
Farmingten Hills, the villages of
Franklln, Blngham Farms and
th‘ve'rly Hills and Southtield Town.
ship.”

The Paul Welday for State Rep-

stay close to the district by
Ing home from Lansing every night.

"I wlll spend more time In the dis-
trict with the people and less time In
the back halls of the State Capitol
with the politictans,” he sald.

“To make a real impact,” he said,
“to make our volces heard, you must
be visible, and, above

ters telephone number s 474-9131.

In announclng the opening of his
campalgn headquarters, Welday
sald, “It Is centrally located within
the district and is well-equipped to
mount a successful campalgn. 1

for 69th district race

elecﬁ'on 88

hope that it will serve as the main
base of operations for numerous
Republican victories right through
the November general election, I'm
looking forward to scelng all of our
volunteers working out of this off-
Iee and making victory possible in
the Aug. 2 primary election.”

Welday Is a former staffer to
state Rep, W.V, “Sandy"” Brother-
ton, R-Farmington, the man he is
secking to succeed, and former ex-
ecutlve director of the Oakland
County Republican Party.

Though he has been invelved In
numerous political activities, thls
is his first campaign for clective
offlce,
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all, willing to roll up your sleeves
and work hard. I am ready to accept
the challenge.” .
Sarafa carned a bachelor's of arts
In public policy analysis and politl-
cat sclence from MSU. In 1985, he
studied international relatlons at
Cambridge Unlversity in England. In
hlgh school, he was senior class pres.

dent,
The filing deadline for the Aug. 2
primary is 4 p.m. May 31, The gener-
al election is Nav, 8.
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