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Remnants of ballyhooed canal still visible

David Litogot teaches elemen-
tary school history in the Farm-
ington Public Schools. He is a
member of thte Farmington His-
torical Society.

By David Litogot
special writer

The Erie Conal was completed 163
years ago in New York allowing a
tide of selilers to pour Into the Mich-
igan Territory, bllled as the “Yankee
land of promise flowing with milk
and honey.” .

With Michlgan now casy to get to
by water and with land here selling
for $1.25 an acre, the territory soon
had ecnough people to become a
state. Twelve years later, In 1837,
that was achieved.

One of the flrst acts of the legiala-
tors was (o borrow $5 million for In.
ternal Iimprovements to caver the

sunrise a natlonal salute of 13 guns
was fired. The mustc of shrill fife,
the enchanting sound of the bugle,
and the harmonlous beat of the
drum, all contributed to swell the
importance of the day. Hundreds of
the people from the surrounding
country came pouring in . . ., Even
the red man of the forest were at-
tracted to the village by these un-
common hilarities of the white
men.”

The "boy governor,” Stevens T.
Mason was on hand to turn the flrst
shovelful of dirt at a point just off
Cass Avenue near Mount Clemens,
The citizens of this town dreamed
that thelr little village would grow
1o be a magnificant city, Speeches
were glven, more music played,
toasts given, Drinking was in excess,

THE WORK began. Shovelful by
shavﬂzul. the 20-foot-wide ditch

building of y and
ca

nals,

The Clinton-Kalamazoo Canal was

the first of the several projected

transportativi systems that were

planned to cover the state from east

to west. The canal started at Mount

Clemens on Lake St. Clar and was to

end 218 miles away at Singapore at

. the mouth of the Kalamzaco River.,

‘That river empties into Lake Michi-

gan. The route would pass near the

center of almost every county

through which It ran and for whose
benellt it was intended.

Amld much fanfare, digging began

on July 20, 1838. According to the

Detroit Journal and Courler, “At

slowly toward Utiea,
Scores of contractors were hired by
the mlle, working in different sec-
tlons, and each contractor brought in
a crew of workers, They dug thelr
way through a vast wilderness and
many swamps.

According to Lthe magazine Amer]-
can Canals, “‘shouts and risque songs
Nilled tke air as men tolled. Over-
night, villages sprang vp along Lhe
route to offer food, drink, and wild
{fun to the devil-may-care diggers.”

Obstructions were removed from
the Clinton River, making it naviga-
ble for boats from Mount Clemens to
Oakland County. A good tow-path
was contrueted on one bank. Since
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there was & 20-fool rise In terraln
from Lake St. Clair to Pontiac, the
crews had to build locks and dams
out of stone and heavy timbers,

Various kinds of mills and distil-
lerles were hastily constructed along
the route as speculators got into the
bullding boom,

At Yates Crossing (near present
Avon and Dequindre Roads), an aq.
veduct was constructed that carried
the canal over the top of the Clinton
River, From here, the canal wound
its way through farms, across roads,
and through mills untfl it finally en-
tered a navigable part of the river in
present day Rochester-Utica Recre-
atlon Area, Work came to @ halt at
this point.

In 1843, the state funds ran out.
The state withdrew its support be-
cause it could not find lenders. The
Panic of 1837 caused the nation’s
economy to plunge into a depression,

Over $400,000 have been spent on
the $10 milllon project, and in the
meantime, the atate treasury and the
finance companies went bankrupt.
Contractors could not get paid, and
thelr workers in turn received nath-
ing. The workers became disillusion-
ed and disgruntled and resorted to
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ylng much of the

construction they had done.
‘With the coming of the ateam rail-
road, support for the canal vanished.

foolprints in

history

THE PART leted was little
used. Records show that only two
boats ever used the canal. One of
them was a flat-bottomed barge
owned by a Rochester carpenter,
Asa Brown. He and some Lnvited dlig-
nitaries were towed down (he canal
about one mile before it got stuck,
;rhtl::r cralt was too wide for the
ock.

Only 16 of the 216 miles were ever
completed. Contractors in leu of
payment, were glven land. The Octo-
gon house of Washington Townshlp
was bulit on land to an unpald con.
tractor. The completed parts of the
canal, however, were used to power
several local mills and publle utills
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Now largely overgrown, parts of
the waterway are still visible as it
“flows” (hrough both private lands
and the Rochester-Utica State Rec.
reation Area, Much of the canal
from Mount Clemens to Utlea con-
sists of weed-chocked dralnage
ditches, Other scctions have been
covered over. At Yates Clder Mill,
one can stlll sce several sections of
the canal channel and ruins of the
agueduct. The clty of Singapore, the

beca

intended western terminus, me
a ghost town,
THE WHOLE project is a remind-

er of the amhitious plans and unsta-
ble conditions of pioneer Michigan.
According to Robert Eldridge in

hopes and dreams that misgulded
the enthusiastle minds of our early
legislatures.” N

1f you would ltke to see the rem-
nants of the canal, the best place to
start is at the Rochester-Utlca Ree-
reation area, Bloomer unlt, a\ the
north end of John R. Road. Here,
near Lhe old picnic enclosure is & his-
torical slgn and steps leadlng to part
of the old canal bed. -

At the plenic area at Avon and De-
quindre are remains of the aquaduct.
From downtown Utlca, you can
large drainage ditch along Canal
road, This dlf was actually, the
canal. In Mount Clemens, Canal
Road stops at Clinton River Road.

the book, “The Past and Present of
Macomb County,” “The melanchloy
excavatlon seemed to be an open
grave In which were to be burfed the

Here the canal connected with. the
river, :

It Is amazing that so much is still
seen after 150 years. M

FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
32500 Shiawassee
Farmington, MI 48024

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

PROJECT:  Gymnasium & Pool Ceillng and Lighting Bld

DUE DATE AND PLACE ‘
Proposals will be recelved at the Lewls Schulman Adminlstration Ceater, 32506
Shtawassee, Farmington, Mlichigan 43024, addressed to Beverly Hausman, until
4:00 P.M. on Tuesday, June 7, 1988, They will be publicly opened and presented
10 the Board of Education meeting at 7:30 P.M. on the same date.

PREBID MEETING

It Is strongly recommended that bidders lnspect the existing sltes. A prebid
meseting will be held at 8:30 A M., Wednesday, May 18, 1988, at 20350 West Ten
Mlle Road, Farmington Hills, Michigan to review sltes and answer questions.
Bldders are to contact Mr, Ronald A. Atea for a reservatlon (474-9393).

1SSUE OF DRAWINGS AND SPECIFICATIONS - =
Drawings and speclfications may be obtalned after Monday, May 9, 1988, at the
malntenance offlce, 39350 West Ten Mile Road, Farmington Hills, Michigan
48018, 471-6418. .
DEPOSIT  $10.00 check per set
Deposits will be refunded in full providing the drawings and specifications,
Including any addenda, are returned in good conditlon withln thirty (30) days
after the bld award, -

BID BOND
A bid bond or certifled check for 5% of the bld must accompany our bid propas-
! form which may be obtained from our purchasing department. o
LOCATION OF PLANS -
Drawings and specliications will be on file for bldding reference at the maintes
pance offlce.

RIGIITS OF THE OWNER .
The owner reserves Lhe right to reject any and al] bids and to walve any infof.
malitles hereln. -

JANICE ROLNICK, School Board Secretary
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Wewant you to iry Investor's Daily
for 3months... to prove to you that
reading Investor's Daily will keep you
abreast of business betier and help you
toinvest your money smarter .., 5o,
we're offering you these two valuable

gifts..FREE:

“AVIDEQ GUIDETO
INVESTOR'S DAILY™
.aninstructive video cassette.

showing you how (o use the profes-
sional macket data in Investor's Daily,
You'ltiearn how Investor’s Daily helps
youtospot and track the “real” growth
opportunities in the matket ... in
common stocks, mutual funds, stock

Investor’s Daily

2 helpful FREE gifts,
for only $27 i';

compare over 6.000 listed stocks N
daily...on price performance, pes-
R . share-carnings growth and changes 1n a
;\\P f; ghhm;on " rl\menga ~notThe  Goens daily trading volume. to aler:
all Strect Journal.notBarron s = ¢ 1 ynusul buying or selling.
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market data and rescasch that you get  Whether youcurrently investin .
ineachiissue of Investor's Daily, in common stocks. mutual funds. stack 2«
casy-lo-use tables, chartsand graphs.  options or commodities, subscribing ta
i " Investor’s Daily can give you an edge.
“Smarter" Stock Tables - Monday- g yeangiey =,

The EXCLUSIVE Market Data
You Get In Imvestor's Daily

thru-Friday, Investor's Daily pives And subscribing to Investor's Daily
vouavinuat "databank” of exclusive  will save you time. In just minutes of
infarmation stock tables... reading time cach day, Insestor's Dail

NYSE, AMEN, OTC/NASDAQ. Ata
glance, you'll spot all of the day’s
gainers & losers and every stock that
hita new high or fell to a new Jow.

PLUS. Investor’s Daily gives you
Ikey measurements 10 track and

will update you on all of the importan
business news You need to know...from
Washington. Wall Street and across
the major capitals of the world.
Accurately. Concisely,
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