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Fran Larsen’s aculpture is based on her paintings with negative spaces cut out,

For

er Michigan artists

discover the Saut nwest

By Corinna Abait
statf writer

1t’s hard to belleve that Fran and
Hal Larson have ever llved any-
where but Santa Fe, N.M. Thelr
combined exhibition at Rublner
Gallery of West Bloomfield really
captures the heart and soul of the
beautiful, colorful Southwest.

In his 1986 Rubiner show, hls

were elegant

of the terrain, the rich strata and
the lonely, sculptural buttes
agalnst brilliant skles. He's stilf
doing these, but in a new group of
large abstracts, he captures the
splrit and culture of the people who
have lived for centurles in this part
of the world.

Instead of palntlng the kachina
dancer, he brings the excitement
and emotlon generated by the per-
former to his work.

One exclting Hal Larson abstract
triptych Is based on a fragment of
an Indlan blanket, in fact he's dolng

. a serics on these fragments. The
move Into abstracts gives him an
opportunity to use a broader, deep-
er range of emotions as well as col-

oors,

RAN LARSON, who dldn't ex-

" hibit in the 1986 show, sald, “I went

. through thls long melnmnrphosu.

' Now, 1 much more involved with
color and personal allegory.”

Along with several of her paint-

ings of puchlos and the adobe ar-

. chitecture of the Southwest, which

", she has been doling successfully for

' some time, she's showing works

*! and ldeas that have come together

| recently. She palnts her framesina

i, folk art style sa they become an ex-

i tenslon of the painting, making
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Fran Larson's brilliant

with the d

frame

shows the famlly pet, Pogo, chaaing airplanes.

cach painting and frame a unifled
blend of ideas and colors,

The Larsons have spent a lot of
time visiting the pucblo cnmmunl-

All of these paintlngs have many
symbols of their life, which have a
commonality to the lives of many
gco]:lc. She paints in watercolor,

ut

tics, hing the
taking plctures.

“We Just bought a video camerd,
some pucblos will not allow you to
photograph, But, pucblos are im-
mensely fascinating places, They
are fighting so hard to keep their
values from belng overrun by our
values . . . we have so much to
lcarn from them.”

As a result of all of this exposure
to the culture of the Indlan, she is
involved in stronger story telling In
her paintings, Their late beloved,
carin terrier, Pogo, who chased
alrplancs, is in many of her paint-
Ings — vislting the pueblo in one,
chasing airplanes In another.

be works In a layering
technique, the colors are strong
and vibrant.

1 never presketch,” she sald. “I
draw right onto the board and then
80 directly to color. There are lots
of Jayers.”

She 1s also showing a group of
painted wood ngurnuvn. hinged

sculptures. “These are my palnt-
ings ‘with fust the ncgauve Images
cut out. I call them folded palnt-
ings . . . They are very Interesting
to do, they are painted differently
on cach side. They are cut out of
birch — nine-ply Baltie birch.”

Because they are hinged, these
colorful works can be arranged lna
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variely of poslitions.

u:lnp come together.”

cqnunucd “We are so fortunate.
We are among the most fortunate
of bumans . , . one idea leads to
another just llke a child's fantasy
world.”

Bath said they hardly remember
the years when they lived in Michi-
gan. ’rhey moved to Santa Fe nine

e “We vgrcre risk takers,” he sald,

“There’s stuff out there that's
unreal,”* she sald. “We just did Jt
{move) at the right time. I wouldn't
1ike to be 25 today and starting my
career.”

They have two children In their
208, Ted and Kristin. He does
prismncolor drawings and she
paints on pottery, Parents and chil-
dren wlil bnvo a show of their work
stlﬂ:e art museum {n St. Joseph In

uly.

The show at Rublner Gallery
continues through Friday, May 27.
Hourz are 10 am. to 530 pm.
Tuesday-Friday and until & p.m.
Saturday, 7001 Orchard Lake, West
Bloomfleld.
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BECAUSE BOTH carcers are \
flourishing, they have had to ex- ;'
pand thelr studlo space. “We have |,
bullt a 1,200-square-foot studlo for -
Hal,” she safd, “I have all the In-
house studio space. We have al- |
ways worked right .next to each :
other, It is wonderful standing in ::
4 the same room with him watching

paused a moment and then ;

Acrylic on canvas, 48 by 30 Inchcn. by At Held is titled “Nec-

taurus Iv."

Held probes
deep space

By Corinne Abatt
staft writer

Geomelric forms are the Jetters In
Al Held's art alphabet. And lke als
phabet characters, they become a
vocabulary when they are combined
with others,

In Held's massive acrylle palnt-
ings, on display at Donald Morrls
Gallcry of Birmingham through May
28, it 19 the Intense Interaction of the
cln:lu, rectangles, planes, cylinders
and arcs wilh thelr precise form,
vivid color and hard edge that cre-
ates a unique totallty.

1t is Held's skil] in creating three-
dimenslonal space with colar, form,
line and perspective that gives some
of the paintings such as “Vaporium
V" and “Vaporium VI great depth

with wonderful light at the end of the’

tunnel of squared frames.

The complicated arrangement of
his geometric skeletal forms with in-
tricate color relationships play mind
and eye games with the viewer, look-
ing at moments like the rafters of an
unfinished attic or the steel girders
of a bullding under construction and
eventually llke new world
landscapes.

IN THE SERIES, Nectaurus IV, V,
V1, VII, VIII the red plane set on end
is an ogressive clement ( not as
much in “Nectavrus VIII" in which
the red Is more of a burgandy). The
clrcles, arches and triangles shift
from belng receding and advancing
elements, Forms overlap, intersect,
resolve and separate. The colors as’
well advance and e. All this
creates tenston and excliment.

Only in “Vaporlum V and VI is
there a place to look that is peaceful
to the senses, and in these thereisan,
oasls of so{l color and light. :

"East " seems to belong to”
that group, hut it leaves many ques-:
tions unanswered. Thls one appears
so much lke a deserted cityscape
that it Is difflcult to look at it as pure .
abstract. Perbaps it Is the light blue
around the edges of one Inner frame, *
the shooting ncon bluo lines and the .
arches that make it seem appear as
a place that had or has people,

1t is tempting to read things like *
thls inlo Held's work and that, In a |
sense, Is a travesty, To try to read :
100 much into any of these works is @
to immediately lmit them, to put .

Floase tum 10 Poge 5 :

a lecture at 10 a.m. Satur

| OlId is beautiful

The Village Antiques Show, considered one of the tops in
the country, Is at Henry Ford Muscum in Desrborn 11 am.
to 0 p.m. Friday, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Saturday and 11a.m.to 5
p.m. Sunday. This c.1760 Dutch brass lantern 1s one of
many pieces being shown by the 47 dealers from Maine to
California, Clament E. Conger, curator of the diplomatic
recaption rooms for the U.8, Department of State, will give

Young Collectors Booth s a lpeclal attraction, Preview for

y in the Museum’s theater, A
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