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PRESIDENT AND chief cxccullvc
offleer of A

Although he doesn’t know the do-
nor's name, Headlee said he wrote
the New Mexico man's famlly a

sinee 1972, Headlee began hnvlng
breathing prahlcm.l last summer,
shortly before he and bls wlfe, Mary,
vislted two of their children attend-
ing college in Utah and Idaho,

He was belng treated for asthma,
but followed his own feclings about
the heart problem. Those feelings
led him to Latter-day Saints Hospl-
tal tn Salt Lake City, where doctors
diagnosed congestive heart failure.
The condition was caused by an In-
fectlon, sometime during hls life,
that caused continued weakenlng of
the heart muscle.

Headlee was admitted to the hos-
pltal immedlately and heart donors
were sought through the UTAH-Car-
diac Heart Transplant Program. It
took nearly five weeks to find a sult-
able match. Recovery was compll-
cated by gall bladder surgery and a
Hver Infection.

A 22-year-old man's heart was
transplanted into Headlee, who now
takes antt-rejectlon drugs, which
make the medical marvel passible.
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note and reccived an un-
signed, return lelter from the man's
aunt who lives In Lansing,

“I'm grateful,” he added.

Headlee recuperated In a two-bed-
room apartment in Utah, with one
bedroom transformed into an office
with all the esscntials to keep him in
daily communication with hls Farm-
ington Hlis offlce,

HEADLEE MUST return every
few weceks to Salt Lake City, so doc-
tors can perform routine blopsies on
the new heart, taking pleces of mus-
cle to determine whether there Is
any sign of rejection. He's had 18
biopsles so far,

“It's a plece of cake,” he sald,

With a new heart, Headlee has a
90 percent chance of surviving two
years. Once beyond that, he could ex-

¢t a nearly normal life span, said
his cardlotogists,

Headlee is beginning his Jife ancw,
setting his prioritles on family,
church actlvitles, a limited work
schedule of clght hours per day, and

a concentratlon on strategic plan-
ning and marketing for the national
Insurance company he heads.

“I've always tried to make tho
most out of every day,” he said. “But
never focused as much on priorities.

“I don't think I was preserved to
focus on temporal things,” he added.
“I'm looking for ways to serve my
community.”

And as he shifts the focus on his
life, Headlee speaks with confidence
about his executive team at Alexan-
der Hamilton. Company assels top
$2 biitlon,

“I've declded that the business
runs very well with someone else
handling the details,” said the for.
mer Michlgan State Chamber of
Commerce chairman. “I think that's
a real tribute to the people we have
here. It won't be near the straln; 1
d&n'l have to be an expert at every-
thing.

rallylng around, saying ‘we want you
back stirring things up,’ " he sald.

“{Gov. James) Blanchard called
me one night and said, ‘Now that
you've got that 22-year-old heart,
don't think about coming back here
and running for governor.’

“J told him, I didn’t think I wanted
to be that lonely,”

Blanchard, a Democrat, defeated
Headlee, a conservative Michigan
Republican Party leader, in the 1982

gubernatorial electlon.

Although he has ne future plans to
seek political offlce, Headlee plans
10 stay busy with his community, his
regional leadership role in the Mor-
mon church, and maybe even push
for better lmplcmenuuon of the
1978 Headlee Tax Limltatlon

Amendment, hamed for his effort to”

keep property taxes from rising fast-
er than general inflation.
The old spark returns to his cyes

as he discusses the amendment and
political processes that surround it,

“1 guess it's a case of what do 1
want to do?” he explained.

The Headlee Amendment “was a
rational, reasonable approach.
They've {state olficlals) stolen the
money {rom schools through a school
aid formula which s not cunsllm-
tional.

“We oughl tohold. .

. thelr feet to
the fire. )

'The-aoldl’“N".

- ELEGANCE IN JEWELRY

“1 sprcad mysclf pretty thin (be- . BN

fore)”

POLITICAL AND personal friends
have stayed in touch with Headlee
throughout hls recovery. “They're all

Richard Headlee moves through the caleteria line during his lunch break at Alexander Hamllton
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