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874 W, Ann Arbor Rd. 3500 Pontlac Teall
PLYMOUTH ANN ARSOR
433-7410 882-3117

10 models and accessories to choose from.

Color broch upon request.
Wooden furniture, too!

Your Complete Garden Center

+ Bedding Plants « Lawn Fertilizers

« Top Soil * Bird Seed
» Mulch Products » Tropical Plants
.« Pottery « Flowering Plants

» Ortho Products
» Patio Blocks

COUNTRY GARDEN SHOP;P_E‘

 Cut Flowers, Arrangements
* Gift Items & much more

30720 Orchard Lake Rd. ,olimoa:  1577'S. Woodward
Farmington Hills -  Birmingham . .
% Mile S, of 14 Mile {oext to Kmart) s Mile N. of 14 Hile (mest to Jerry's Bicyele} .
855-0444 540-0030
Formerty Blrmisgkam Gardes & Fleral

Painting
Job’s success depends

OU'VE HEARD it before and
you'll hear it again: The suc.
cess of your paint job will de-

pend on how much time and
effort you put into the preparation.

It's nice to sec the paint transform -

your lackluster walls and ceilings into
gleaming brightness or unblemished
fresk but the pl e will disap-
pear quickly if you haven't prepared
the surfaces properly. N

Proper preparation means freeing

the interior of loose dirt, peeling paint,

oil and grease. It also means spackling
all eracks and holes with spackling
compound or patching plaster, The
patches should be primed before the
final coat of paint goes on, but read
the label on the paint can to determine
the manner of treatment.

Some professionals and many do-it.
yourscllers apply a primer even when
no patching has been done,

It is especially important that any
gloss be removed from the surfaces,
since new paint does not adhere well to
slick or shiny walls and ceilings. The
gloss can be steel-wooled, sanded or
given a coat of a specinl liquid that

dulls the shine. Unlike a few years ago,
oil and Intex paints can be used fairly
well over cach other, but a primer will
ensure an excellent result, The as.
sumption is that you will be using a
good paint, since it is poor economy to
choose n low-quality paint when it is
your own “clbow grease” thut is being
utilized. Latex paints have little or no
odor and make it easier to clean up af.
ter the job it completed.

FOLLOW THE RULE-ol.thumb
that a high gloss paint usually is more
washable, resists moisture and wears
well, which is why it is preferred in
kitchens and bathrooms. Flat paints
are the chaice in most living rooms and
bedrooms, being casier on the eyes, A
semi-gloss paint is what the nome im-
plies, about halfway between the gloss
and at.

The ideal way to prepare a room for
painting is to remove everything from
it, but this may be impractical. At
least take out the lighter objects, mov-
ing the heavier pleces to the center of
the room and covering them with a
dropeloth or whatever is handy.

And the same rules

AP — Painting the outside of a
house is never easy, but there's a cer-
tain amount of satisfaction in watch-
ing the paint wark its magic,

But getting the surface ready for
the paint is another matter. Caulking
cracks, countersinking popped nails,
scraping blistered and peeled areas, re-
moving mildew, priming where neces.
sary and performing the other prepara-
tory steps all add up to plain work

without the visual compensation of the

actual painting,

Yet you must perform the prelimi-
nary phase of the operation with some
degree of dedication or you will pay for
it later,

A house not ndequately prepared
may look very much the same as one
that has been given the full treatment,
but it is only a question of time before
the difference is seen,

The let’s-get-it-over-with process be-
gins to peel, blister, check or flake.
The take-your-time.but-do-it-right for-
mula pays dividends in the form of a
conti food app '

Poor paint, or the failure to handle
the brush, roller or spray gun properly
often gets the blame for what is noth.
ing more than inadequote preparation.

IF YOU DO NOT have the time or
the inclination to get the house ready
to paint, don’t do it. .

Check on whether the paint you
plan to use will work well on the kind
of surface you are covering. Oil-based,
alkyds and oil-modified alkyds all are
excellent for wood siding, but the ma-
jority of do-it-yourselfers prefer Intexes
because they have blister resistance
and, since water is the solvent, they
make cleaning up o lot easier.

Once regarded as “less likely to cov-
er” than other paints, they now have
good hiding ability. Some can be ap-
plied even over a damp surface, Read
the label on the container to see
whether a primer is required, especial
ly if the latex is being put over an oil
paint designed to chalk.

If brick or other masonry is belng
painted, be sure you have an exterior
paint formulated for use on such sur-
faces. Oil paints do not work well on
any matcrial containing cement, which
has an alkali content that attacks the
paint, . ’

Exterior wood shakes or shingles
usually are stained, although they can
be painted. Once they have been




