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Man shot,
is charged
in holdup

By Bob Skilar
staft writor

A 23.year-old Detroit man who
police believe was trying to flee af-
ter robblng a Farmington Hllls
convenlence store was shot in the
neck arca by a Southfleld officer
Saturday night.

Under police guard Sunday at an
area hospital, Robert Marion Cross
Jr. was reported in stable condi-
tion.

In a bedside arralgnment Sun-
day, Cross pleaded not gullty to one
count of robbery armed. Magls-
trate Dennis Pheney of Farming.
ton set cash bond at $5,000 pending
a preliminary examinatlon in 47th
District Court. Convlction could
hrlng 2 penalty of up to llfe In pris-

ln the stickup, a man who point-
cd a fastener gun at the clerk took
$60 and a 12-pack of beer from the
7-Eleven, 29375 10 Mle, near
Middlebelt. A customer walked in
during the robbery and sensed
trouble, but ncither she nor the
clerk were hurt, said F

Hills sets ’89 vote
to allow pay board

By Joanne Mallszowski
statf writer

Farmington Hills Clty Council wlll ask voters in 1989
to amend the 15-year-old clty charter and allow cre-
atlon of a compensatlon commission to set councll
members’ salaries.

The councll's May 9 declsion to put the issue before
voters sparked conflict similar to what occurred In
1972, when charter commissioners debated the issue of
councll members’ compensation.

* Councll members dld not vote directly on the compen-
satton Issue, but instead on when the Issue should go
before voters.

The move to prompt a change in councl) members'
salarles 15 one of two ballot proposals voters will face In
the Novetnber 1889 city electlon.

The second proposal Is a repeat of one previously de-
feated by voters in 1985, It seeks to amend lhe charter
to allow boards and commlssion b

Ing a commission, the public may scek a referendum to
rescind the ordlnance,

SINCE THE clty’s incorporation in 1973, council
members' salaries have been cast in stone in the city
charter at $1,800 for councll members and the mayor's
at 150 percent of that, or $2,700. Salarles can be
changed only by asking voters to amend the charter
with a specific dollar amount.

No parliculnr council memhcr has publicly taken re-

which is widely used In Inrger communitles and at the
state level. But councilmen Ben Marks and Joc Alka-
teeb appear to be the proposal's strongest advocates.
Among lhe proposal’s foes are councilmen Terry Sever
and Aldo Vagnozzi.

Both Marks and Alkateeb support the proposal for
several reasons, It's a simpler way of setting salarles
than the cost of an electlon to ask voters for a specific
amount, they say, Also, both maintain that salaries

their posltions while seeking clty council elccu on.

I voters agree to amend the charter, the clty council
could establish a compensation commission by erdi-
nance. The seven-member, mayor-appalnted commis.
sion would recommend salarles in odd years for the
counctl members and mayor,
in odd years would provide voters

Hills detective David Loe.

POLICE GAVE thls account of
the robbery:

At 10:15 p.m,, & man put a 12-
pack of beer on the counter and
showed partlal age identlfication.
He then leaned over the counter,
pulled what appeared to be a
handgun from his jacket and de-
manded money. He left in a nearby
car and headed cast on 10 Mile,

After hearing a police broadeast
about the robbery, a Southfield of~
ficer spotted a car matching the
description of the getaway car at
Eight Mtle and Beech, The offlcer
tricd to stop the car but the driver
contlnued.

At an apartment complex on the
south side of Eight Mile, near Tele-
graph, in Detrolt, the driver lost
contrel and his car hit a curb.

When he got out and ran toward
woods, officers fodlowed on foot. In
an attempt to prevent him from
fleeing, an offleer fired one round
{rom his service revelver, striking
the man In the right shoulder and

neek.

* THE MAN was arrested soon af-
ter. The suspected weapon used in
the robbery, a fastener gun com-
monly used to drive fasteners, was
found In Cross’ car, Loe said,

Southfield police would not iden-
tify the officer involved In the
shooting.

Money bedieved stolen from the
7-Eleven was found strewn along
the ground. The beer that was
lleved stolen was found in Cross'
car, Loe sald,

what’s inside

Around Farmington . .58
Classlfieds. . Secs. CEF

Index. ... .....

Auto . ... ... .. SC
Real estate. . . . .1E
Employment. . . . . . 1F

Crossword puzzle . . . 2E

Entertalnment ., . .48
Obltuarles. . . . .. .6A
Onthoagenda. . . . .3A
Police/firecalls . . . .4A

Sports. . .. ... Sec.C
Street Scene, . , . Sec.D
Taste . . ...

with the opportunlty to remove at least a portion of the
councll in the same year if-they opposed the compensa-
tlon.

Commission-recommended  salarles must be ap-
proved by a two-thirds vote, or at least five city counctl
members. After the councll adopts an ordlnance creat-

should be r ed due to Increased costs and be-
cause in P to other Fi
HUIs council members recelve less, they safd.

“, .. it 1s not fair to have these people put all this
time and effort without proper compensation, I think
the change is needed and should be made,”" sald Alka.
teeb, adding that a counctl member carns about 80 cents
an hour.

FORMER CHARTER commissloner Marks belleves
a commission provides voter participation. “I think it's

- & better way because It comes from a clty group,” he

said.
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Forced resignationissue
for city council on ballot
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Far Hills 8u
dent Janet Bolton of [zeland,

By Joanne Maliszewaki
stalf writer

Farmington Hills voters wlll have
a sccond chanct to determine
whether board and commisslon
members should resign their posts
befare seckling clty councll etection,

‘The proposal Is one of two the city
council will put before voters at the

Fall victim
died from
head injury

By Casoy Hans
stoft writer

A Farmington Hills man who fel!
50 feet from an Upper Peninsula
waterfall pearly three weeks ago
died after hitting his head on the
rocks below, according to Luce
County officals,

College student Christopher
Relnke, 21, was discovered Tuesday
morning by state park employces
near the churning waters of the Up-
per Tahquamenon Falls, zald Luce
County Undersherift Michal Jago.

next clty couneil electlon In Novems
ber 1989. The other proposal would
amend the charter to allow the coun-
cil to create a compensation com-
misslon to recommend council sala-
tles,

Under the current charter provl-
sion, members of any city-appointed
board or commisslon must resign
that position to run for city coyncil.

chﬂalopher Rclnka
toved nature

An autopsy was conducted at War
Memorial Hospital in Sault St, Marie
‘ednesdny; results show Reinke

Pleasa turn to Page 3

Voters soundly defeated attempts to
change the charter provision in 1985,
The proposal was the only proposal
defeated out of five before voters in
, The proposal lost in a vote of
3,203 to 2,793,
The charter provision has forced
several eity council candidates since

Please turn to Page 2

Awash with color

In honor of Nationa! Hospital Week May 8-14, Bolulord

RANDY BORST/atat! photographer

n Far

on the hospital grounds.

tagged helium balloons at its second annusl bnllaon
launch Tuesday. The recipient of the balloon that travels
the farthest will receive a prize. Last year's winner was
from Hamilton, Ont. Theme for National Hospital Weck is
“You're Our Specialty,” Other events for the week include
an information booth in the hospital lobby, “You're Our
Specialty” buttons for visitors and an employee luncheon

llis r

Slaying suspect
riled by delays

By Rich Perlberg
and Casey Hans
stalf writrs

Defense motlons claiming
“spousal immunity" have delayed
the trial of a Farmington Hills man
accused of killlng his wife 2% years
ago.

But Jon Allen Vermeulen, 42, says
he wants his trfal to begln, that he
doesn’t mingd if his ex-wife testifies,
and he blames former legal counsel
for many of the delays.

Vermeulen [s being held, withont
bond, in the Oakiand County Jall on
first degrec murder and weapons

By Susan Buck
staff writer

charges, He has been In the Jail for
28 months.

He made his feellngs known
through his new attorney, Lawrence
Kalumy of Birmingham. Kaluzmy
filed & motion in March to walve
Venneulenl right to the state’s

“spousal immunity" statute. Ver.
meulen sent letters to everyone in-
volved with the case, advising them
of his feelings, one attorney said.

Oakland County Clrcuit Judge
Fred Mester ruled against the
motlen, saying he will wait for a
state Supreme Court rullng on the Is-
sue before beglnning the trial. Oake
land County assistant

Jon Allen Vermeulen
finds delaye frustrating
sidered Vermeulen's plez not volun-
tary, or made under duress.
“He (Mester) felt it was not a

John Slevin sald the judge also con-
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B Irish student gets
a taste of Amerlca

American trend.

teen.

Janet Bolton sported a woven friendship
bracclet on her left wrist, a vislble sign of an

“They don't have these at home,’ she said. "It
was a gift from Susan.'

Except for her liiting accent, Bolton, a 19-
year-old exchange student from Belfast In
Northern Ireland, could be any Detrolt arca

Since January, Bolton has been a guest at the
home of the Gundersons in Hills,

Bolton's visit was amnged via %he English-

people

in Bloomfield Hills with Susan Gunderson. The
zchoo) has partlclpnl.cd In the exchange program
for more than 15 years.
Winston Chun:hlll nl.w took part in the program.
ABOUT 30 participating students were placed
In America's September-f
other 30 students, Including Bolton, were placed
In the Junury-lo-.!une pmnnm.

According to Balton,

une program; an-

RANDY

(left) with foreign oxchange stu-

Program.

nion

Brlu.lh and American schools to students they

zlv:n by

recelve from oveueu.mvieved asameanso! gid,

pmmqnlslm to Balnm‘n vlsiL

*They (the Engﬂlh-Spuklnl Union) sald that
the classes In As
lined but not o take that the wrong way,’ Bolton

merica are a lot more undlscip.

bullding future Ang)

-

Bolton attends Cranbrook Kingswood School .

v
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