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knowling, inlemlnml wnlver." Slev-
1n added. *

Court delays
anger suspect

garding the Vermeulen *‘spousal
privilege” issue include:
. Sharon Vermeulen (utlflcd at

‘T'm tired ol wnlung Thms Jusl
begging for an appeal.”

VERMEULEN SAYS he is “fum-
ing mad" about the system.

“That means I'i be locked in
here until the Supreme Court rend-
ers a decision, which could be a
year from now,” sald Vermeulen in
a telephone Interview from jail.

He also said the delay was hurt-
ing his defense. "I'm beglnning to
lose the intrinsic detalls of the
case,” he sald. “It can be consid-
ered nothing more than warehous-

Vermeulen faces first degree
murder and weapons charges In the
shooting of 24-year-old Urime
Lewis in December 1985. He has
admitted responsibliity for her
death, but claims It was because of
a botched suicide attempt.

He had married Lewls and was
separated — but not dlvorced —
from his first wife, Sharon Ver-
meulen, at the time of Lewis'
death.

Since the Incident, the defense
has insisted that Sharon not be al-
lowed to testify under the state's
“spausal privilege,” which does not
allow one spouse to testlfy against
another without the consent of
both.

THE VERMEULEN casc is com-
plicated because of the defendant’s
marital situation at the time of the
murder.

Some of the court highlights re-

llon in47th Dlslri:l Court in March
1986, Her testlmony was dlsal-
lowed by District Judge Michael
Hand.

® Judge Mester ruled In Decem-
ber 1986 that Sharon could testify.
The matter was appealed by the
defense.

@ The state Appeals Court re-
versed Mester's declslon, saying
Sharon could not testity,

® The Qakland County Prosecu-
tor's affice appealed the matter to
the state Supreme Court last Aug-
ust. A rullng s awalted.

OAKLAND COUNTY assistant
prosccutor Michael Modelski, who
handled the appeal, sald oral argu-
ments were made before the Su-
preme Court in Aprii, and that a
decislon could take anywhere from
several weeks to more than one
year. “The procu! can go on and
on,” he added.

Based on the Justices' questions,
Modelsk! specutated the high court
may consider tossing out the entire
state “spousal privilege” statute in-
stead of ruling just on the excep-
tlon,

The Vermeulen case “won't go to
trial for a while," added prosecutor
Slevin, because the defense has

Hills plans vote on pay board

Continuod from Page 1

Marks acknowledges that a mayo-
ral-appointed commission might
provide doubt of who is really set-
ting salaries. “That Is a danger, no
doubt about t. But there has to be a
semblance of trust somewhere.
You've got lo make sure greed
docsn’t sneak In."

Sever wants a speclfic amount put
before the voters, who would be able

to determine what they fcel Is appro-
priate counctl compensation. Both he
and Vagnozzl maintaln a commls-
sion strays from the intent of the
clty charter.

“I think that we ought to take the
direct approach, in keeping with the
origlnal Intent of the charter, which,
rightly or wrangly, set the figure In
the charter,” Vagnozzi sald.

He told his collcagues that whlle
the cauncll can reject a compensa-

tion commisslon’s recommended sal-
ary, cxperlence shows otherwi
with most public bodles that have
such commlsslons,

FORMER CHARTER commis-
sloner and councilwoman Joan Dud-
ley echoes simblar opinlons. As a
charter commlissioner, Dudley
strengly opposed allowing the coun-
clt itself, or through a mayor-ap-
polnted commission, to set salaries.

Resignation issue on ballot

Continued from Pageo 1

the 1985 election to resign their
board or commission seat to run for
election. They Include council mem-
bers Bea Marks, Aldo Vagnozzi and
Jean Fox, as well as unsuccessful
candldate Jonathan Grant, who re-
signed his seat on the Farmington
Community Livrary Board of Trus-
gu The councll later reappointed
im.

IF VOTERS amend the charter,
board or commisslon members who
are council candidates would be al-
lowed to continue in their positions if
they lose the election. Proposition
passage also would bring consisten-
cy to election qualifications n the
charter. City councll members are
not required to resign their scats to
seck election to county or state off-

ce. .

‘The merit of changing this'charter
provision drew little discussion
among councll members when they
agreed May 9 to put the two charter
on the IBED ballot. Bul

or an psy-
chlatric evaluation of the defend.
ant, which could take several
months.
Defense attorney Kaluzny could
not be reached for comment.

ot it 4

Io‘l

Voters

the charter provision in 1985,

the August 1988 primary election In
time for the 1989 city council elec.
tion.

Proposition advocate Marks sald
he doesn't betteve there's any need to
lose a board or commission mem-
ber's “expertlse” simply because
they are secking council election.

*“I think you lose more than what
you gain,” sald former charter com-
misstoncr Marks, adding that he be-
licves the proposition failed in 1985
because “it wasn'l presented proper-

Charter commissloners, Marks
sajd, included the provision forcing
board and commission members to
reslgn their seats so they wouldn't
have an unfalr advantage over other
candldales. Marks sald he doesn't be-
lleve clections have shown board and

the tople has long beet
the sidellnes, purtlculnrly by muncll
members who were former boal
and commission members.
Councllwoman Jean Fox lost her
bld to put the Issue before voters at
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ESTATE
JEWELRY
Thursday, May 19
12 Noon to 8 p.m.
Fine Jewelry, Livonia
Own a part of the past.
Select from a rare
collection of unique
jewelry, Previously owned
pins, bracelets, earrings,
watches, necklaces, rings.

] Jacobson's

We wolcome Jacabson's Charge Card or The American Expresse® Card.

Shop until 8 p.m. on Thuraday and Friday
Until 8 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Salturday

have an ad-
vantage.

FORMER CHARTER commls-
sioner and councilwoman Joan Dud-
ley dlsagrees. She maintalns that
both charter

proposals, let's take a lock at the ac-
tors Involved. Let's look at their con-

The current salary charter provi-
sion was a compromise. “The think-
ing then was nobody should make
money. They all like to put stars on
thelr forcheads for publle service.
But no one should lose money,” Dud-
ley sald.

The charter-set salaries are de-
slgned to be “a token of appreclation
and to cover any costs.” Serving asa
council member can be a sacrillce of
time and effort, but members reap
benefits such as contacts made, par-
ticularly in business, Dudley sald.

She disllkes the Idea of a mayor-
appointed commlssion. “I've
watched appointments of mayors in
the last flve years and they are cro-
nles. Based on that record, if the
same thing is golng on, what re-
course does the voter have? They'll
be stuck paying those higher counclt
pays. They (voters) can’t really at.
tack directly the people dolng It —
that being the commisslon.”

duct. There Is an beyond
bellel,”

Dudley continues to support pre-
venting board and commission mem-
bers from maintaining thelr posts
while secking council clection. "We
felt it would avold politicizing these
commissions or taking advantage of
one's position on the commisslon,”
she sald.

Dudley referred to the Increasing-

ly common practice of board and -

commission members speaking up at
city councll meetings and of city
council members speaking up at
board and
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“They throw thelr welght around,”
she said.
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Farmingten Public Schools' annu-
al district election will be held on
Monday, June 13, not June 6 as re-
Iporlcd in a recent Farmington Focus
lem,

+ par copy, 25¢
Onoyear . .00
(Elmﬂurc nUSAY

One ye 60.00
All nﬂvurtll!nq published "in the
Farmington Observer I3 subjoct to
the conditlons stated In tho applica-
ble rate card, coples of which are
available from iho adveriising

artmont, Farminglon 33203 Grand

Ivor, Fnrmlv;__glun. MI {313) 477-
5 SOA lon  Obsarver

de-

contric ad takers lmvn nn numcvily
1o bind this newspapo: {
publication of an auvenlumenl shal
constltute final acceptance of the
advertiser's order.

NON-PROFIT-CIVIC CLUBS » HEALTH AGENCIES
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WANTED: SPONSOR

Altan C. Hill's GREAT AMERICAN CIRCUS s coming to your arca. wonaml
can be a major fund Rising event for YOUR organizalion

GUARANTEE AGAINST ANY FINANCIAL LOSS
MINIMAL SPONSOR PARTICIPATION
‘WHOLESOME ENTERTAINMENT
REFERENCES AVAULADLE

] Allan C.Hill

Zonrisinment Carp.
Call Jark Ketsch person o person collect (813) 9.CIRCUS

K13) 9234758

SdNOED NYHILIA-AUVIIIN

STATE OR REGIONAL SPONSORS.

POLICE, FIRE & FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS

Zgﬁw

exact needs.

1. You havae

ffﬁA NURSING HOME
IS NOT FOR YOU

but you still need pelsonal assistance in daily living, this
supervised residential care community meets your

24 Hour mecssmnnl Slaﬂ'ng assures your medication is olways
ble room and recelve three balanced

loundry and |

meals, with no oxim charge for special dicls, Wa take core of your
k i

gand pravidet

and

day excurslons, You uuiny the many social activities and recreational
facilitios, It's perfect!

Accept Our Invitation to visit us for a cup of coffee ond a lour.
Come anytime and bring a {riend. Just call akead. Or, botter yot, join
us for an [ee cream social or other special ovent at
2:30 PM any Wednosday.

The Farmington Hills Inn
30350 W. Twelve Mile Rd., Farmington Hills, Ml 48018

(313) 851-9640




