Manufacturers newest lure is
an interchangeable SLR lens

8y Sandy Colton
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* with simple,

staff wrltor

Not so long ngo, camera manufac-
turers set out to woo the amateur
photographer away from the 110-
size, point-and-shoot camera. The
Kodak Instamatic-type cameras and
disc cameras were the target.

First, manufacturers came out
inexpensive  35mm
cameras  with cheap wide-angle

- lenses, These lenses keep any Image

relatively sharp from about 4 feet to
infinity. There Is no nced to focus,

. and the price Is very affordable.

Next came autofocus and auto-ex-
posure. Autofocus just manages to

. get you into a zone of focus close

camera
angles

enough to make the pleture relative-
1y sharp. Auto-exposure brings the
user within the f-stop latitude of
most amateur color print films.

Film manufacturers cooperated in
this process by improving their
fims, making them fasier, brighter
and wlth fincr graln,

The noviee photographer, afrald
of all those numbers and things asso-
clated with 35mm photography, de-
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lighted with the autofocus/auto-cx-
posure cameras, {orgot about the
110-slze curnera. The Instamatic is
dead; the disc camera is on fts way
out,

Now manufacturers want ama-
teurs to move anather step closer to
the top-of-the-line, Interchangeable-
lens SLR camera — and to spend
more money dolng so. They have
come out wlth a new camera, called
a bridge camera.

With a bridge camera, you can
polnt and shoot, or, with the push of
a button, you can use an operating
mode similar to what you'd find in a
more sophistlcated camera.

example, the Ricoh FIF-7, introduced
a1 the recent Photo Marketing Asso-
ciation show in Chicago, does every-
thing — plus a little bit more.

The Rlcoh FF.7 has a sleek design.
H Is compact and light, and ll can fit
into a shirt pocket.

At first touch, the thnh FF7
feels ke a simple polnt-and-shoat
camera. And It Is. It docs all those
things you'd expect of such a camera
— Just about auto-everyihing.

“A nice camera,” I told a tech rep
who was showlng it to me, “probably
very good for novices, people who

good piclures without worrying
about all those numbers and things.”

1 was in for a big surprise. The
tech rep depressed a small button on
the slde of the camera, and a whole
range of sophisticated features be-
came avallable, It was amazing to
{ind so much in such a small camera.

What options does the camera in-

SOME BRIDGE cameras have a
tot of buttans for a lot of optlons. For
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First, a panorama mode that auto-
matically sets the lens at Infinity,
even when shooting landscapes
through windows (this usually fools
most cameras’ autofocus mecha-
nisms).

Second, a night photography mode
that sets the shutter speed and f-stop
for shooting such things as the sky-
line of a city at night with no flash,

Third, a TV setting mode that sets
the shutter speed at 1/30th of a sec-
ond for shootlng pictures from a TV
sereen without getting the lines.

"Hey,” 1 asked, “why put some-
thing like that in there for an ama-
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THE TECH rep replied: “Think of
all the people with computers today
whe may want to get a photocopy of
a graphic they've created.”

Now ALL Yoy NEED [S
=7 A CHEST WIG.

The camera also has
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Just want to polnt and shoot and get -

Loewsinsohn brings
craft of poet to work

By John Kllleen
speclal writer

There are limes when the logle
of pubflshers seems to be more of
a hope than a reallty. Times when
the tust for blockbuster sales re-
legates well-written books to the
remainder tables or to the realm
of out of print.

The lllogic of this is never more
apparent than when an author
writes a book that follows direct-
iy from a previous work and the
first book s diffleult or even im-
possible to find. It Is worse when
the books recelve critlcal praise.

This [s the case of the works of
Ron Loewinsohn. He has pub-
Mished slx volumes of poetry. Hi
has edited a work by Wﬂlilm
Carles Wilitams. And The audl-
ence for hls two fiction works

have to search high and low for

them.

The sad part of this sltuation is
that Loewinschn Is one of the fin-
est writers T have read in the fast
several years.

That sad part of it is that so
many who would read his fiction
must spectal order the books and
still the publishers have made no
attempt to make them more

" widely available.

In 1983, Alfred A. Knopf Inc,
published the first novel, “Mag.
netle  Field(s)” After modest
sales, the book went into a trade
paper cdition for a few years. At
present, the only way (o read the
book Is to order a hardcover copy.

LOEWSINSOHN brings the
cralt of a poet to his work. The
words weave and soar. The imag-
inatlon is given over to pure, {ull

ight.
Mngnnllc F!uld(s)" Is a book
about bout stand-

shooting and interval modes,

With the continuous shooting
node, you hold the shutter button
down and you have a moter drlve
that shouts pictures at about one
{rame per second.

Set the Intervai mode and the
camera automatically takes a ple.
ture eyery 60 scconds unttl you turn
it off. This feature might be useful, If
you want to record the budding of a

{lowcr. for example, or blrds feed-
ng.

by Neal Levin
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If you're 18-35 and looking
for fun, inexpensive travel...
CONTIKI Vacations are for you!

Contlki Vacations are year-round cemping,
concept and hotel tours that are filled with
action end adventure. Ranging from 2-8
weeks, these tours allow you to experience
fascinating places through outdoor ac-
tivitles, excursions and city tours with
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Call Us for More Information
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ing ln the middle ot the lves of
others. About how scemingly ran-
dom events and people touch and
form lives.

The book Is divided Into three
parts. The first is about Albert, a
burglar. We follow him through
his tralning with Jerome, his
mentor. The one thing Jerome
can't do, however, is control Al-
bert’s penchant for imagining the
life of the familles whose houses
he robs.

“In the houses, the forelgnness
or difference was actually a
heavy charge in the air of each
room . . . When they were some-
place else, not there, they could
think about this kitchen table, but
thelr thought of it did not Include
him belng in this place, while his
thought of it dld include them.”"

Albert steals little, useless
things to remind himself of the
‘lives he has invaded. These items,
and the places they were taken
from, continually crop up in the
rest of the book. Pictures, toys,
lamps and even floor plans recur
with unsettling regularity. The
randomness of life appears any-
thing but random.

One of the houses Albert breaks

books
missed
or forgotten

I' o has a recording studio, This
house introduces us (o the famlily
1 the second part of the book.

DAVID AND June Lyman and
their son Danny are the famlly.
David is a composer. With a col-
laborator, he is working on a
plece, called “Champs Magne-
tiques.”

In the summer, the Lymans
rent a house In New York. It was
llved in by a family of a college
rescarcher. They had a son, who
was a prodigy and dled an early,
accidental death. But the child
Has left a book of poems and four-
nals Davld finds.

Once again, we are standing In
the middle of other lives. Once
agaln the random play of life eer-
1ly transcends happenstance,

At one point, while reading
about the father, David learns
that when he was stuck in his re.
search, the father would wander
In a Mbrary and collect the dedi-
catlons to books.

One of them reads: “For Ste-
phen, Will and Joc and for Kitty,
who brought me cups of coffee all
that dark autumn in Reykjavik.”
This is the dedication for “Mag-
netic Field(s)” Llves tnside of
lives. -

The last part of the book fol-
lows the Lymans as they return
home at the end of the summer.

“David has learned that his close

Iriend has Jeft hls wife for anoth-
er woman. He didn't know that
Danfel was even sceing anyone
else,
David beglns to imagine the
llfe his friend has kept from him.
He imaglnes the lies and subter-
fuge that Danicl must have re-
sorted o carry off the affair.

SLOWLY, WE move through
the Iife of Danlel and his lover.
Here agaln the rooms we have
been in carlier in the book are
rooms we enter now. Piclures
hang on dlfferent walls, or do
they? Toys pop up on a window
511l We have seen them before.

Given enough time and space,
one could do justice to this won-
derfully imaginative book. To say
that Ron Loewsinsohn is a master
of writing is a gross understate-
ment,

At the end of the book, David
wonders; “What it must have
been like to hear your own
breathlng and your own heartbeat
there in the space where other
people had thelr lves?”

Thanks to “Magnetic Field(s)"
and Mr. Lowesinsohn, we know
exactly what that feels like.
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