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County to add 2 judges

But staff costs of $1.3 mil

By Tim Richard
- stoft writar

A split Oakland County Board of
Commissioners agreed to add two
move circuit judges desplte warnlngs
it will cost $1.3 mlllion a year for 29
support staff,

“A lot of times we don't reallze the
ancillary costs of something. We're
asking taxpayers to fund these for-
ever,” said Commlssioner Marilynn
E. Gosling, R-Bloomfleld Hills. “I
have blg problems tying up that

. much money.”

“The burden of proof is with the

: (14 current) elrcult judges. Thelr

case Is woefully lacking,” added

James Doyon, D-Madlson Heights, a

lame duck commlssloner who isn't
secklng re-clection.

“It's unreallstic to presume we
don’t need them,” countercd Com-
missloner David Mofflit, R-Bloom-
ficld Township.

THE BOARD Thursday appraved
a resotutlon, 17-3, asking the Michi-
gan Leglslature to pass a blll creat-

- Ing the two judgeshlps, *

A more erucial vole — to send the
proposal to the personnel committee
— was rejected on a closer vole, §
yes and 17 against, The dlssenters,
besldes Gosling and Doyon, were
Anne Hobart, R-Waterford, Angus

McPhersen, D-Berkley, and Robert
Page, R-Blrmingham.

A week carller, however, the pro-
posal was in doubt when it was re-
jected by the flnance committee,
which reviews all money matters.
That panel later reversed itself.

But the blll also is tled up In Lans-
ing politicking. The Senale passed
one version but tacked on a contro-
versial amendment from Sen. Connie
Binsleld, R-Maple City, to ban surro-
gate parenting, in which a couple
pay a woman to bear a baby by the
husband through artlflclal insemina-
tion.

Rep, Perry Bullard, D-Ann Arbor,
chalrman of the House Judiciary
Committee, is talking about adding
hls own amendment to prohibit in-
vestment of state pension money En
corparations doing business In segre-
gated South Africa.

THE OAKLAND flap is bigger
than adding two judges, who would
be clected in 1990.

First complicatlon is that 29 more
Jabs would have to be added, assum-
ing all judges get the same support
staff. These Include the judges'
clerks, typists and research clerks;
Friend of the Court staff such as at-
torneys and famlly counselors; ase
slstant prosecutors to “cover” the
court and their secretaries; sheriff's
depultles as guards; and probation of-
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flcers, In 1988 dollars, they would
cosL $1.3 million a year beglnning in

Second complication is that the
county [s deslgning 2 new and more
secure courtroom wing, and new
judges will mean higher eapltal
costs.

Doyon noted that judges say,
“Every judge is cqual” It means
“every judge has to have what the
other judges have,” he sald, citing
past demands for paneling and im-
pressive furniture,

Doyon, supported by Gosling,
made the matlen to refer the resolu-
tion to the personnel committee to
study what savings might be made,

For example, one court has substi-
tuted a videotape camera for a ste-
nographer in recording its proceed.
ings. Another example is that Oak-
land has done ploncer work in
selting up “alternative dispute reso-
Iutlon™ systems that use trained re-
ferees and less formal methods,

COMMISSIONER James E, Lan-
nl, R-Royal Oak, had still another
objection, although he finally sup
ported the new judgeships,

ion stir ruckus

“My concern ls that the state is
funding all the courts In Wayne
County (but not the other 82)," Lannl
sald, “The state is making declsions
for the county.”

+ County Executlve Danlel T. Mur-
phy, asked whether he would veto
the resolution. “You decide how
many judges you want. I declde
where they're gonna go. I'm not
golng to answer the (veto) questlon,”

Molllitt was the only commission.
or who vocally supported the new
Judgeships.

“Our populatien s growing. The
tide of litigallon is growing national.
1y,” he sald, citing delays In cases
comlng to trial of four yecars in
Wayne County and seven in Los An-
geles County.

“Here It (delay) is coruldernbly
Iss. But there is a delay.”

" In reply to Doyon's charge that
some judges weren't working and
their cars weren't in the parking lot
during court hours, Moflltt cited his
experlence  before Circult Judge
Fred Mester, who had to listen to 90
motfons by 90 pairs of attorneys in a
single day. “It’s a superhuman task,"
Moffitt said,
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OCC'’s libraries
losers of decade

‘The libraries of Oakland Commu-

nity Cotlege were the biggest losers
during the recession of the carly
1980s, Chancellor R. Stephen Nichol-
son says.
In “real" dollars, adjusted for in-
flation, OCC is spending less in flscal
1987 than it dld in fiscal 1978, Ni-
cholson told trustees recently.

In the earlier year, OCC spent
$2,018 per student, Currently it Is
spending $2,989. But after adjuste

ment for Inflation, that figure
shrinks to $1, 856 = less than was
spent a decade a|

Nicholson put lhe cumulative loss
of state aid over 10 years at §33 mil-
lion. The college’s current budget is
$48 milllon, of-which $14 million
comes {rom state ald.

Not only did the state fall to in-
crease appropriations some years,
but the gavernor had to Issue execu-
tive orders cutting ald as revenues
shriveled,

SABBATICAL leaves have been
approved by the board for one
faculty member and two adminlstra-
tors.

Joan Leininger, on the communi-
cations arts faculty at the Orchard
Rldge Campus, will have a leave in

the fall of 1988 at full pay. Leinlnger
will conduet research nationally on
developmental programs in oral
communicatlons and listening. OCC's
devclopmental programs are almed
at bringing new students up to col-
Iege-level performance.

Henry Frelgruber, an Information
and telecommunications specialist In
the central office for 22 years, will
take off the spring semester at full
pay to complete work on a master’s
degree in administration at Central
Michigan Unlversity.

Linda Casenhiser, a five-year em-
ployee in the central academic and
student affalrs office, will be off the
spring semester at hall-pay to
comlpete her bachelor's degree work
in business adminlstratlon at Siena
Helghts College.

MAJOR GIFTS accepted by the
OCC board were:

® $600 to the men's basketball
program at Highland Lakes from the
0OCC Foundatlon, a private fund-rals-
Ing group.

® 33, DOD o the Harbinger Dance
Company, a privale group that
teaches and performs under contract
at the Orchard Ridge Campus —
also from the OCC Foundation.
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Farminglon Hils, 141 8018
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OPEN HOUSE SUN. 2-4

We Are Now laking Reservations For Qur Birmingham Facifity
{opening in June) 645-0420
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FOURWINDS GALLERY REPRESENTS THE FINEST IN AMERICAN INDIAN ART...
SPECIALIZING INAUTHENTICONE-OF-A-KIND PAINTINGS, POTTERY, RUGS,
. JEWELRY, SCULPTURE AND BASKETS.
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Four Winds Gallery, Inc.

340 E. Maple, downtown Birmingham (313)644-2150
Monday 10-5:30. Tuesday 10-3:30, Wednesday 10+3:30, Thursday 10-9, Faiday 10-3:30, Saturds) 10-6
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This seven month certificate from
Standard Federal offers you a very
attractive rate of interest and a
short term that allows you the flex-
ibility you want for managing your
funds. Plus, this account is insured
to $100,000 by the Federal Savings
and Loan Insurance Corporation
(FSLIC). Available at every office of
Standard Federal Bank.

Substantial interest peﬂany for arly withdrawal
from certificate acoounts.

Standard Federal Bank
Savings/Financial Services

Maln Office:

2401 W. Big Beaver Road
Troy, Michigan 48084
1-800-482-3930
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