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By Corinno Abatt
staft writer

HY A Marshall Freder-
leks Gallery out In the
beet fields north of Sa-

glnaw, you ask your-
self heading north on 1-757 Why not
in the city? Why not In the suburbs
‘norlh of Detrolt where he llves?
Why here?

Well, the 10,000-square-foat
Marshall M. Fredericks Sculpture
Gallery and adjacent outdoor
sculpture garden, dedicated last
Sunday, is In the Arbury Finc Arts

The bronze “Boy and Bear” is part of the
[sculpture garden adjacent to the new gallery.

Center on the Saginaw Valley State
Unlversity campus because a lot of
people went Into action and ralsed
alot of money.

Fredericks said, “I gave my
work and people came along and
they paid for the castings and the
bases.”

Ned and Dorothy “Honey” Ar-
bury of Midland have tles with
Cranbrook as well. They have been
involved with the unlversity since
it was established as a private in-
stitution In 1963. As she watched
the final touches belng put together
for the Sunday opening she sald,

Marshall Fredericks stands beneath the towering (28 feet high)
plaster of Christ, at left. Above, he and his wife, Rosalind, talk

about the gallery as it neared

for the

Staff photos by Jerry Zolynsky

“We wanted something that would
insplre the students, that they
could see from the windows {on
two floars) of the hall as they went
by, or when they came In,"

AND

WHILE the unlverslly's'

fine arts program Is still in the de-
velopment stage, there's plenty of
inspiration in the gallery and won-
derful classroom space. The entlre
66,000-square-foot bullding was de-
signed by the architectural Ifirm of
Ralph Calder Associates, Inc. of
Detrojt. Hideo H. Fujll of Beverly
Hills ts chlef designer,

The celling in the gallery is al-

The building was designed by Ralph Calder
Associates of Datroit.

most 30 feet high, making it possi-
ble to display many of Fredericka's
large works in the original plaster.
The original plaster of “Freedom
of the Human Spirit,” a bronze of
which was recently erected in
downtown Birmingham and the
“Christ,” both at 28 fect, just clear
the celling.

‘There wiil be at least 12 bronzes
installed in the outdoor sculpture
garden. The bronzes, “Night and
Day," Night is female and Day is
male, were installed in the black
marble pool, just waiting for the
water to be put in.

Also installed in the sculpture
garden were the “Boy and the
Bear,” so famillar to Northland,
shoppers and “The Lion and
Mouse,” at Eastland, Inside the
gallery are the original plaster of
“Night and Day” aod “The Lion
and Mouse.”

While the gallery atmosphere ls
breathtaking, it does more than
simply delight the eye. With the
displays in the cases such as the
sculptor’s tools, the examples of a
single sculpture in ditferent
{Hlustrating how the artist worked
from smatl to large and the wall of
photos, comes an, understanding
and appreciation of process.

A SMALL BRONZE of the 20-
times life size “Spirit of Detroit,”
that Fredericks made and instalited
in a lovely wooden box for Presl-
dent John F, Kennedy, s 1o one to
the cases, Kennedy died before the
artist mailed it.

The design of the gallery Is out-
standing. The travertine marble
walls and floor add a speclal di-
menslon,

John King of Fine Arts

Lasting tribute to Fredericks’s art

e Centre of Cl which

did the casting, applies pallna to one of the bronzes.

Rosalind Fmdurlck: put it well,
“There's: something about the

_plasters with this travertine. Ev-

erything seems to be floating, it's
very etherlal.” Fredericks sald he
had been working and planning the
gallery for five years. In the month

and busy for a long time, Freder-
Icks sabd quletly looking all around,
“There's nuthlng ln comparison to
this anywhere clse.

He is known lhroughout the
world as an artist who can do huge
outdoor sculptures that are care-

or so before the he and
his wife drove the 200 mile round
trip almost every day. But, things
won't come to a stop alter the dedi-
cation. There Is a special restora-
tlon area at one side of the gallery
where reconditioning work will be
done. Fredericks has carefully doc-
umented his work over the years,
20 exhlbits will change and grow.

In the midst of all the prepara-
tions, when he had been on his feet

fully into the archit
lnral plun of a building. This gal-
tribute to that speciat
ablmy as well as to his artistle vl-
sion and his great skill.

To reach Saginaw Valley State
College, turn off 175 at exit 160
and follow the signs.

Why a Marshall M. Frederfcks
Sculpture Gallery at Saginaw Val-
ley State Unlversity? A lot of peo-
ple thought it would be great to
havelt there,

Young sculptor »shows-gr‘eat promise

By Manon Mollgasard
spoclal writer

Detrolt sculptor Brinn Kremer's sculptures
at the Cade Gallery, Royal Qak, are a far cry
from the spare, linear installation in wood and
steel he made for the Detroit Focus Gallery's
Chene Park Installation/Qutdoor Sites project
in 1984.

Although there is still a severe purity in his
flgure drawing and sculpting in the nine wood
wall panels and eight drawings, the themes are
symbolic or mythological, the style Is
representational and the effect Ls highly emo-
tional,

Male and female nude figures are juxta-

with horses wearing blinders that cover
both eyes and have human torsos. ﬂugo, black,
birds add
that suggest confrontation’ nnd/or angst. The
sensuous llnes of the hall borse, half buman
{forms convey more than a hint of croticism,

In a panel from the “Blinders” serles, the
horse/human figure appeara to be g off
or ravishing a young woman, At the bottom of
the panel another woman lies on the ground
with hands dutchlnz hud .

f pearls fes-
tures In the "Sldnx of Peath" m’lu, Ihm

the human figures scem either to be gloating
over them or offering them in placating ges-

tures,

THERE ARE OBVIOUSLY many Interpre-
tatlons to these tableaux, “I always have a def-
inite concept,” Kremer sald, “and then it just
takes off. Artists traditionally feel mmpcllcd
to work out thelr anxieties through th
work,” he added with a laugh, ‘but lorneumu
I fecl I create the anxietles. IU's not easy for

‘Artists {raditionally feel compelled to work out their
‘anxieties through their work. But sometimes i feel |

create the anxieties.”

— Brian Kremer
Detroit sculptor

“chainsaw are used for cxr\"lnx.

‘Two of the sculptures with a common theme
make a soclal In one

me to analyzo what I do — people draw thelr
own conclusions.”

One conclusion is that Kremer's scul
and drawings are t of early Ger-
man resslonism In thelr vigor, concern
wlhh the anznuhed aide of the human conditlon
an

o dlscov the German Expressionists
uu.-r an artist (rlend remarked u:nt hh work

had certain simiarities. *
tion,” he sald, 1 look every book 1 mld llnd.
outof the anry

The black-and-white drawings are done 1n
charcoal and gouache, These are olten pre-
paratory (deas for the sculptures which are
painted with the same materials, also in bluck
and white with arcas of the treated
(white oak) left exposed. Traditional tooll Iltu

chlisels, gouges, mallets, and occasionally a

panel thrée women dressed in hospltal un!-
forms, with the grieving expressions of a
Greek chorus, stand behind an open bag which
one is holding. It contains the body of a baby.
KREMER SAID HIS a nurse; once

‘worked in a newborn intensive care unit,

where, when a baby died it was immediately
put into an innocuous-looking shopping bag
and taken down to the morgue. The bag was
necessary because the aight aI a dud baby
would distress mothers or familics of other ba-
biea who bappened to be In the vicinity., -
Sadly gruesome l.hwgh the subject I, | the

work Is P
inthe(radlﬂuuoloumlnhpml umdl
as Ernst Barlach and Kacthe Kollwitz,

Kremer recelved his degree from the Center
for Creatlve Studies on a scholarship, He sald
he was very fortunate to have Detroit sculptor,
Jay Holland, as an Insfructor,

He Is a participant in the “No Brand Art"
group of artists,'who recently exhibited thelr
work In Houston, while & corresponding group
of Texas artists brought their work to the
Michigan Gallery. Like many another artist,
he Is unable to cxist on art sales alone. He lsat
present the maintenance man for the Detroit
Artists Market, and does cabinet making to
mpplamml his income.

Heisa ymxlﬂmtolookwunf.hhwork
Is bcux thoughtful and
" Cade %I;l;ry, W, Mh Street, Royal Oak.
am.
nm- continues lhrgnn m

L[ke much ol Brlan Kremor's
work, this drawing of the
nurse carrying tho Infant to:
the morgue in & shopping-
bag shows the infiuence of -

the early - uovman Expro
i
\




