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Employees honored for emergency work

éy Joanno Mallszowsk)
:!o[! writer

The size of {he equipment and ve-
hleles used by the DPW staff almost
dwarls the average-sized person. To

One ploy
vacation heard news rcporls about
keavy snows lashing Oakland Coun-
ty. He cut short his vacation, re-
tuened to work and joined his col-
leagues burning the midnight oil on
hig. yellow snow plows.

“When everyone else is running
for cover, they are coming out of
thelr homes, out of their sleep,”
Farmington Hills Department of
Public Works superintendent Dan

be sure, Wayne Smith sald
driving a 10- -yard dump truck is a
whole new way of driving.

“It teaches you to drlve much
more defensively than In a car, You
have to watch the other driver much
more,” Smith sald,

‘The more than 10-year-old DPW is
responsible for (wo major tasks:
street and clty-owned-vehicle main-
tenance. Under DPW employees’
watchful eyes, the clty’s 280 mlles of
roads are That includes

Rooney said about his 30
. ""We're looking for some recognl-
tion for a staff of hardworking men
and wamen who are called on in em-
ergencies,” Rooney said.

.:DPW workers are required to re-
spond to at least 50 percent of the
emergency calls, which Include wash
outs, trees down and snow storms.
But by far, most employees rack up
80-90 percent response for emergen-
éles Rooney said.

: DPW employees were recognized
Monday by Farmington Hills City
Council and Mayor Jody Seronen,
who proclaimed May 15-21 National
Public Works Week.

*, . . the efficlency of the guali-

(led and dedicated personnel who
staff public works departments is
inaterially Influenced by the peaple’s
Attltude and understanding of the
Imporlnncu of the work they per-
torm,” according to the proclama-
tion.
: Rooney’s staff are those you sec in
ihe big. school-bus-yellow trucks,
Gradalls and plow trucks — often at
hours when others are tucked away
at home from the heat and cold.

. THIS WEEK, DPW workers were
leveling shoulders along Drake
Road, where berms were beginning
lo form, preventing road runoff wa-
ter from entering nearby dralnage
ditches,
. Aboard a large Gradall, employce
Pave Edwards was uslng an at-
tached mechanized bucket to scrape
and level the dirt shoulders.
. “You get used to the nolse. I don't
L\cn hear It anymore,” Edwards
ald, as he turned off the engine.
! As complicated as the machinery
ppears, Edwards sald it's slmple.
-Ill'hc Gradall can be worked from el-
ther end. One end does the work, the
uther end Is where he sits to drive
the machinery back to DPW head-
qu:lru:rs oo Halsted, Edwards sald.

pavement and shoulder repair,
cleantng drainage ditches, street
cleaning, street slgns and cleaning
out storin sewers,

THE CITY'S 200 vehicles, ranglng
{rom a slt-down lawn mower to po-
llce cars, clty stalf cars, big $150,000
pieces of road maintenance equlp-
ment and {lre ladder trucks, also are
under the DPW's care.

DPW staff communicate wilh
cach other, Rooney and headquar-
ters over vehicle radios. Each day,
the department’s three supervisors
inform Rooney what work [s on tap.

“Resldents are our eyes and ears
out there,” Rooney sald.

Residents call when they notice ~

problems with a road, shoulder or If
someone Is dumplng dirt or debris
where they aren’t allow

The DPW operates under one gold-
en tule,

“The key to malntenance Is pre-
ventlve maintenance. I try to apply
the same to the road system. It's not
as easy. But you catch your prob-
levlvas before they go too far,” Rooney
sald.

DPW staff keep track of street
and drain work and dust control for
(he city's 40 miles of gravel ronds by
mapping the entire city. The maps
show what's been done and what
needs to be done.

DPW also warks with other clty
departments, such as special ser-
vices and engineerlng. When called
upon, the DPW will help with parks
or any other city need outside thelr
own responsibilittes.

Like other clty departments, the
DPW tries to strike a balance be-
tween the private and public sectors,
For some jobs, such as pavement
strlpping, contracters arc hired
cause It's not cost efficlent to buy the
necessary machinery for that job,
Rooney said.

Hills of Public- Services crews repair  Gradall, the d!gglng machine, in the middle. Wayne Smith is in

the dump truck at right.

Far

road shoulders on Drrake. south of 11 Mile. Ronnle Van Dyke
operates the 10-yard dump truck at teft. Dave Edwards runs the
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This is one of Farmington Hills' 10-yard tandem  Department of Public Services maintenance Randy Borst
dump trucks undergoing repairs in one of the  bays.
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® Zachary gets to play with

* Just for kids? Actually it's

e =1
Quality, hourly drop-n child care “where kids can have fin?
* A social <lub for children 2 months —

MTh. 8 a.m.10 pm., Fr.

“Why we love My Plncc
* Zachary loves it}

It’s my 1st cholee for
babysitting (after Grandmas
& Grandpas).

other children & toys not
normally available to him,

just for thelr parents,

MY PLACE
Lost oriics 3

12 years,

3610 W, Maple (at hhxr) 540-5702
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How can a renter insure peace of mind?

No problem.
Auto-Owners Apartment Dwellers coverage
tents of your apartment from loss due to the!

rotects tha con-
, vandallsm, fire,

r A Very Speclal Price on a Very Special Film...
7) 73 MEDALIST%O‘:C D 200
A Fln. Gralﬂcd Brliliant Colored Print Film

3 ROLLS OF 24 EXPOSURE 35MM

For Onl 60 Price includes a $3.00
mail-in rebate coupon_to Eastman Kodak, Co.
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WALLED LAKE CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT
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SALE.

50%..

Right now FREE Esﬁmal&s

water, wind and other loases. It also covers you and your family
In case something happens ta your apartment. Ask your “no
problem” Auto-Owners agent about renter's Insurance for your
paace—ol-mlnd. )
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The Mo foblem Pty
Frank Hand
Insurance Agency
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