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Rouge cieanup tab ‘staggering’ io Oakland

By Tim Richard
and Wayne Poal
staff witers

“Staggering.”” The word was said
repeatedly as Oakland County offi-
clals got thelr first Jook at a $900
million plan to clean the polluted
Rouge River,

“That's the cost of 20 Sllver-
domces," sald Patrick Nowak, deputy
county executive, compating the
project to the Lions’ football stadi-
um in Pontlac.

Few doubt the river should be
eleancd of industrial wastes. Nor did
they doubt that bil

sewers  Ce

Pernick himsell, however, thinks
cleaning it up is a good idea desplte
the “staggering” cost.

"Whnu amazing to me is how we
got lo that stage over the decades,”
he sald, citing industrial wastes and
overflows from local government
sewers.

“Those of us who undarstand pub-
lic works projects know that aner
decades of abuse, a blg price will

“have to be pald. But what kind of

commitment Is the publlc willing to
make?”
I'VE BEEN peripherally involved
in this for about four years,” said
Gosl

should be separated Into sanitary
sewers and storm so that the over-
flow in ralny scasons wouldn't dump
unireated human wastes into the
slow-flowing stream.

Whal they questioned was the abil-
ity of anyone to- convince the public
that heavy taxes and/or water rate
Increases are justifled in cleaning it
up.

“I HAVEN'T had anybody tell me
they're coneerned,” sald Lawrence
Pernick, D-Southfleld. “There are
lots of lakes for fishing. And the
Rlouge Isn't a source of water sup-
ply.”

‘Village’
school is
accredited

Chlldren's Village school, an edu-
catfonal center for youlhs who are
wards of the court, (s the first spe-
c¢lal learning institution in Mlchigan
to receive full North Central accred-
Itation.

The North Central Assoclation of
Colleges and Secondary School ac-
credits more than 6,000 schools
throughout the Midwest. Children’s
Viliage students now recelve full
.transfer credits if they leave the
Children's Vlllage and cnnﬂnue with

+another accredited school (n their
i home community.
¢ “I'm very pleased Oakland County
vhas the ﬂnk accredited  speclal
*learning program in the state. The
Children's Village School is not only
. recognized, but certifled for its con-
: tinulng high quality,” sald Oakland
+ County Exceutive Danlel T. Murphy.
In order to maintain the standards
of the accreditatlon assoclation, the
staff and administration of the
school will continue to submit self-
evaluation listings of the schools
sirengths and weaknesses.
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Bloomfield Hills, “When we flrst
talked about this at SEMCOG, I
heard the figure $50 million and was
staggered.”

The study released Wednesday by
the Southeast Michigan Councll of
Governments placed a $800 million

pricetag on construction work, but
also sald the cost could rise to $1.8
billion if financed by bond Issues.

1f there were no federal or state
aid, and the work were financed
solely by property taxes, the tabs
would be;

@ Beverly Hills — $1.2 milllon or
5.61 m

'3 Blrmlnghurn — $2.7 mllllon or
5.19 mllls.

e Bloomfleld Townshlp — $3.7
mitlion or 3.16 mills,

® Farmington — $4.9 million or
27.88 mills,

. Fnrmlngtan Hills — $2.1 mil-
1lon or 1.67 mills.

® Franklin Village — $272,000 or
3.53 mills,

[ Lnt.hrup Village — $150,000 or
2,06 mi

. Sullth!lcld ~ $2.1 milllen or 1.3
m]

. Troy — $326,000 or 0.18 mills,

® West Bloomfleld Township —
$829,000 or 0.84 mills.

*'It places a dispropartlionate bur-
den on some of the people,” sald
Gosling. “It’s going to be difflcult to
sell to people who don't llve near the
river and don’t see the problem.”

“Dig a new river,” sald Commis-
sloner R. Willtam Caddell, R-Walled
Lake, chalrman of the county
board's flnance committee, “It's a
blgh price. We're swimming up-
stream.”

SEMCOG ISN'T telling the 48 af-
fected communlties how the finance
the work, though the seven-county
regional planning agency is willing
to help seek federal afd,

“We wanted to tell communities
what needed to be done and leave it
to them to find a cost-effective way
of doing 1t said Chuck Hersey,
SEMCOG environmental planning
consultant,

SEMCOG suggests a glnnl draln-
age district

would be campaigning for a new

ties in the Rouge wntershcd
The district, Hersey sald, could
finance local projects through spe-

stal g loan fund, seceded by
a ﬂnnl $365 federal grant and $75
mllliun in matching state money,
Whlle lhe geew program wouldn't ex-

cial orin-
creased water bills,

SEMCOG reports local charges
could be massive without state and
federal grant money.

SEMCOG EXPECTS a $133 mil-
Non construction grant from the fed-
eral government, though Congress is
consldering cllminating the program
under which the money was
promised. If the grant money is ob-
tained, as SEMCOG officials expect,
it would be used for the Detrolt
Pump Station, North Huron-Rouge
Valley Interceptor, Evergreen-
Farmington dlstrict improvements
and the Hamilton relief outlet.

SEMCOG officlals also said they

for the Rouge, it
would provlde major asslstance to
Rouge communities, SEMCOG offi-
clals sald.

SEMCOG also advocates increas-
ing state assistance for local prof
ects from its current 20 percent
level.

In additlon, SEMCOG recom-
mends a coordinated effort among
local municipalities in pursuing low-
interest construction loans from
grant program sources,

Costs for cleaning up combined
sewer overflows would be assigned
to communlties responsible for the
overflows, though at least $360 mil.
lion in state and federal grants
would also be sought.

Temporarily
more gratifying
than ever
before.

Save 20% to 40% at our Showroom Sale.
May 23 through June 11.

For a brief, but magnificent, period of time, you'll be able to do what no one has ever
done, Come to a sale at Walter Herz Interiors.

It's a time for you to see if you can find those somethings you've wanted. Those somethings
you have perfect places for in your home. Somethings that, for a while, cost less.

Is it that little kidney-shaped table you thought:” bout once? Perhaps the oversize Oriental urns.
The deco lamps. The glass this and the glass that. Sofas, loveseats, and hand-painted ostrich
eggs. Writing tables, reading tables, cocktail tables, lamp tables, candlestick tables, and thmgs
to put on tables. Etageres, upholstered chairs, and fundamental wares.

So come and fall in love with something at our Showroom Sale. You’'ll find it easier to live
together at reduced prices. Just give us some money, a check, your Visa, and that
treasure is yours.

Please remember a few things about this unique event. One is that we don't have

duplicates of most items, so everything is subject to prior sale. Another is that there are
some things in the showroom that are not on sale, but everything is clearly marked And
another is that when the sale is done the sale is done.

Oh, and in case you're wondering why we're having this sale, it's because we decnded that
you're right, that you deserve it.

WALTER HRZ INTERIORS

For the life you promised yourself.

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 9 to 5; Thursday 9 to 8; Saturday 10 to 3. 350 Picrce, Birmingham. Phone 647-2100




