Few tears here as tax reform

By Tim Richard
staff writer

Suburban Republicans shed few

tears as siate ilouse GOP leader
- Paul Hillegonds doubted out loud a
." schoa) tax reform proposal would he
. on the ballat.

1 doubt think it's golng to make it

to the ballot,” said Hillegonds, R-
." Holland, speaking Friday at a fund-
-. raiser for state Rep. Judith Miller of
- Birmingham.

“The issue has become partisan,

. ‘The governor is frightencd at putting
somethlng on the baliot and having it
- get creamed,” said Hillegonds.

Not only have lts chances of get-
ting on the Aug. 2 primary ballot at-
most vanished, but he added that

- Democrats don’t want It on the Nov.
. 8ballot cither.

BUT THE 39-year-old rising GOP
star sald the issue wen't go away,
- “Some school districts are in crisls,”
he said, polnting to rural districts
* without tax base.

In contrast, distrlcts with nuclear
power plants are rolling in wealth,
and many metro Detroit suburban
districts In the high-tech belt from

. Rochesler to Ann Arbor have ample

« funds. The'range of resources from

. poor to wealthy districts is $2,400 to
$7.000 per student. Both parties seek
a better balance.

“Many of you are saying 'don’t
glve us that,”™ Hillegonds told the
nud}i}cnce In the Blrmingham Country

ub.

Rep. Paul Hillegonds
issue won't go away

The two partles agree on cutting
local school operating property tox-
es and shifting the burden to the
sales tax by raising it from 4 percent
to 6.

But Republicans want an overall
revenue ncrease of $200 million
while Gov. James Blanchard and
House Democrats want a $600 mil-
lion Increase. Hillegonds said Repub-
licans want to help poorer districts
without hurting well-olf dlstricts,
and to “make sure it's spent on cdu-
cation, not some other purpose’”
Earller in hls speech he sald Demo-
crats, particularly In the House,

have made soctal services rather
than cducation their top priority.

ONE QUESTIONER blistered
bath parties for wanting to shift to
the sales tax, which Isn’t deductible
from federal taxable income, while
the property tax ls deductible.

“As a state,” replled Hillegonds,
“we have been much more depend-
ent on the properly tax. It has
caused the dlfferences between the

to move the proposal inte a House-
Senale conference committee.

After a Democratic plan failed,
QOwen urged all House members Lo
pass a stripped down bill Jacking all
the key clements of past proposals
simply (o move the tricky negotia.
tions into a conference committee.

The vote on the blank bill was 70-
39, three short of the two-thirds
ncedcd {0 pass a proposed constitu-

rlch and poor districts.” llunal nmundment
He sald House advo- of the 63 Dé and
cate tax-base slmrlng to the extent ulght chuhllclns supported the

that five mlils of business property
taxes would be spread statewlde.
Asked about Blanchard’s advoca-
cy of partly replacing the single
business tax with a profits tax, Hille-

move. Thirty-eight Beyubllcans and
one Democrat opposed it.

“A blank blll 1s a statement that,
on this very important lssue, the
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House doesn't have a position,” Hil-
legonds said. “It mukes me wonder
just how serious we are in trying to
get this Issue resolved.”

Sen. Dan DcGrow, a leader
throughout the yearlong effort to
reach a compromlse, said It's up to
Owen to work things out in the

ouse.
“I can't believe Gary Owen can’t
get three more votes in the House If
he really wants It,” sald DeGrow, R-
Port Horon, "I've seen Gary move
mountalns. He can get three votes.”
Guy Gordon, a spakesman for Sen.
ate Republicans, pointed out that the
Senate consldered 13 separate school
finance plans before one finally

passed on March 16 and that the
House so far has considered only

“Perhaps five more tries would do
it for them,” said Gordon.

He sald Senate Republicans don't
accept the stand by Qwen and Blanc-
hard that any school {Inance propos-
al must be on the August ballot to
avoid politlelzing the issue in the No-
vember general election.

THE SCHOOL finance issue would
require a voter-approved amend-
ment to the Mlchigan Constitution.
Placing it on the ballot requires sup-
port {rom two-thirds of both cham-
bers.

gonds said “It's hard Lo
cause we don't know the specifics.”

But while SBT is unpopular, Hille-
gonds sald It is nevertheless a stable
revenue source in recession years,
“It has protected the business com-
munlty from the debale {during re-
cesstons) over hiking taxes,” He sald
he has “qualms” about junking SBT
entirely.

A YEAR OF work on school tax
reform appeared all but dead last
week afler a House proposal fell
(hree votes short of passage.

After the vote, House Speaker
Gary Owen, D-Ypsilanti, sald he
wasn't optimistlc that a compromise
could be worked out In time to meet
the June 3 deadline for getting a pro-
posal on the Aug. 2 primary ballot.

Owen called House Republicans
“obstructionists” fer blocking efforts

Local roads to get money

The Oakland County Road Com-
- mission |3 making a pledge to every
city, village and townshlp: 1f voters
. approve an Aug. 2 ballol proposal,
avery one of the $19 million ralsed
will be spent In the community that
generated It
. “The money Is being ralsed to im-
. prove the local road system, and the
most equitable way to use the money
is in the community where It was
- raised,” sald chairman Fred Hought
en of Rochester, speaking for the
. three-member board,
Voters will declde on a $25-per-ve-
hicle registration fee to be used en-
. tirely within the county. About two-
thirds will be spent by the road com-
. misslon and one-third by cities and
" villages.

ALUMINUM SIDING
RESTORATION
WASH & WAX OR REFINISH

“‘Our resolution adopted the prin-
clple of complete local control over
the decisions which determine how
lhfdmom.'y will be spent,” Houghten
sald. .

The road commisslon staff is
mecting, communlty by community,

with councils and boards to deter- said

mine spendlng prioritles. It held such
sessions two years ago and s updat-
ing the work.

“Actually,” sald OCRC managing
director John L. Grubba, “the re-
quests made durlng the- strategle
planning process two years ago by

the local units for various road proj-
ccts and for service enhancements
have not changed that much.

“It remains our Intention, howev-
er, to present a new list, a new plan,
on or about June 1, based upon our
recent series of meetings,” Grubba

Meanwhile, state Sen, Richard
Fessler, R-Commerce, called a
meeting for 10 a.m. today to plan po-
1itlcal strategy for the ballot propos-
al. Fessler was one of the sponsors of
the bills to raise more road money,
particularly for Oakland County.
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Pump will provide you with

incentive.

This year you dont have lo suffer. A Heat

conditioning all summer long! Thats right...
a high-efficency Heat Pump keeps you cool

" in summer, works in tandem with your
furnace to keep you warm during the heating
season, and can save you money year found!

Theres more refreshing news—Comerica

. Bank-Detroit is offering financing with afford-
able fnterest rates. Or, you can save $200 right
now! For a limited time, you may choose
tetween Comericas low fin:mdng ora $200

Remember last summer’ stifling heat
and unbearable humidity?

comfortable air-

So keep your cool this summer. Cail the
Detroit Edison Heat Pump Information
Center at 1-800-833-2786 for more details,

fun including:

and 28th.

28th.

And more!

Celebrate the Og
of our 25 new stores wi
music, fashion

and fun!

This is it. The Celebration

of the cpening of our 25

exciting new stores here at Twelve Oaks.
Join us for a weekful of festivities and

Hudson’s Fashion Show—Liz Claiborne for women.
Claiborne for men at ]pm—Hudson’s Men's Claiborne
Department, Polo for men and Ralph Lauren for women at
6:30pm—Hudson’s men’s Polo shop, Thursday, May 26th.

Special tours of our new stores—each hour from 4pm to
7pm from Thursday, May 26th through Saturday. May

Pick up your “Passport”—to Twelve Oaks’ $1,000.00
Shopping Spree at the Information Center. :

Come See Our New Stores: Lillie Rubin ® Aplomb ®
Mallards ® Sandilar ® Benetton ® JW ® Units ® T. Deane *
Bob Saks Auto Show ® Custom Shop Shirtmaker ®

Saga Furs & Leather  Sharper Image ® Games by James ¢
San Francisco Music Box ® Art Works ® J. Riggings ®

twelve oaks
Just look at us now! -

Hudson's, Lord & Thylor, Sears, JC Tenncy and over 10 preat stores ardd services.
Monday-Saturday, 10am-9pm. Sunday, Noon-5pm (313) 348-9300, 1-96 at Novi Road, Exit 162.

nin

The famous Tommy Dorsey Orchestra—playing in our
Center Court on Thursday, May 26th at 3pm and:7pm.

Elegant music from our concert grand pianist —in our
Center Court Wednesday, Friday and Saturday, May 25, 27




