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Are personal rlghts just a lot of garbage?

THERE MUST be a way to bring
down drug kingpins without grinding
our heel nto personal freedoms.

Jt seems the fine line between get-
(ing a grasp on drug and crime prob-
lems and invading privacies is get.
ting thinner by the day.

Take items like a recent U.S, Su-
preme Court ruling allowing police
to search garbage, the selrure of
property for small amounta of mari.
juana under the government's new
“zero tolerance” pollcy, and a push
toward drug testing for employces in
many major companies, We're hear-
ing more and more about enforce-
ment, and less about personal rights.

Don't get me wrong. The drug
problem needs to be eradicated, or
at least brought under control. ‘Bt
forts to do this are commendable,
but we can't forget to look at the
whole picture,

It's a delicate balance, Although
the safety and good of Lhe whole s
Important, it should not erode per-
sonal freedoms of the indlvidual, Qur
whole system Is based on the free-
doms of the little guy.

LAW enforcement people
belleve recent public oumy about
drugs and crime is warranted and
have glven them some important
tools to fight the drug problem.

Police have fought these problems

One law enforcement Jeader has a
theory about why these court deci-
tlons and law
dawnnreoecurrln

“What you're mlngu a reaction
to all the ouuxy and citizen aware-
ness that this drug thing Is a major
prob](em ,”" safd Frank Lauhoff, direc-

for years. Drugs, the crime they be-
get, and the efforts of law enforce-
ment people are taking their rightful
place on the front page,

‘The Supreme Court’s ‘garbage
search” ruling merely u; holds an ine
vestigative tactic used

's public safety de-
partment and president of the Oak-
land County Chiefs of Police. “Drug
enforcement’s a problem — and we
need an awful lot more tools than we
bave now."

Lauho!f believes the reaction is &
boomerang effect from a previous
lack of "The

olficers for years,

tends 1.0 underreact,” he ‘sald. “Now,

when the problem’s finally realized,
they're trying to play catch-up.”

A'I'I'ENTION !S dnwn not only to

crime throuw hw en!orccm:nt but
2ls0 to non-traditional means such as
legalizing drugs,

A lot of new ldus, however novel
or unlque. are being debated. That's
a positive.

‘The negatlves arise when it ap-
pears personal {reedoms might be in
Jeopardy. In trying to solve one prob-
lem — a nationwide drug dilemma
— we may be creating another.

Which {s more (ﬂghunlnz the fin-
gers of crime that are spreading into

our lives, or the loss of the freedoms
that we hold dear? There must be a
way o best serve both; the abllity to
balance them rests within our demo-
cratic process.

Desplte the problems in our soci-
ety, we have llved through more
than 200 years of diversity and
malntalned our [reedoms. ese
newfound law enforcement tools
must be used wisely and respansibly
to ensure them.

“It's tough, We hope and belleve
the profession of law enforcement
will take care of that problem,” said
Lauhoff.

1 hope so,

Road crisis lacks

THE WEATHER has taken & back
seat to the roads when it comes to
the everybody's-talkin,' nobody's
dolng department.

Think about it. You are at some
sort of Oakland County gathering
and the conversation doesn't steer
toward heat spells, locusts, knee-
high corn and other weather-related
toples,

Instead people swap road warrior
storles and pry each other for leg-
endary sccret routes that are not
tralflc snarled and that are more
highly prized than a Northwest Pas-

sage.

(The term Northwest Passage s
particularly appropriate 1n Oakland
County where focs to the extension
of Northwestern Highway warlly
stand guard agalnst efforts of devel-
opers and the Oakland County Road
Commission to extend that roadway
to Maple Road, then to Haggerty
Ro;\)d and then probably to Luding-
ton,

THE DAYS are long gone when
people would talk about miles be-
tween destinations. Such measure-
ments are useless in Oakland Coun.
ty, It is only seven miles from down-
town Birmingham to the Tel-Twelve
Mall. Travel time, however, can
sometimes be measured In light

years. |

It is no joke that people who live
in or have to drive through Troy
think seriously about new homes be-
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cause of the impossible driving con-
ditions,

It is also no joke that driving
Southfield Road can be a figure of
speech since driving Implies forward
progress, and you don't often see
much of that near the 1-696 construc-
tion slte.

I've talked wuh people who alter
thefr dally schedules so they don't

~have to negotlate peak rush hour

traffic along Orchard Lake Road in
Farmington Hills,

It's a story that residents of Ro-
chester Hills well understand, Al-
ready besicged by constant growth,
they sit in walt of the increased traf-
tic from the Oakland Technology
Park in neighboring Auburn Hills,

Even Lhough everybody's talking
about the traifle, some are carefully
picking their forums. A lot unfor-
tunately clammed up and were
nowhere to be seen Monday when
state Sen, Richard Fessler, R-Com-
meree, tried to get the ball rolling on
a $25 vehicle tax that will be on the
county ballot In August,

Twenty-two chambers of com-
merce were invited; flve showed up.
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All 27 county commissloners were
Invited; one showed up. This is par-
ticularly Interesting since it was the
county board, acting on a law
ushered through Lansing by Fessler,
who put the {ssue on the ballot.

Mi COMMISSIONERS have
avolded taking a posluon on the Is-
sue. Most have sald thelr job ls

_merely giving the public u:e right to
vote,

Horseleathers,

This is a leadership question. If
the 325 vehlicle tax is a bum {dea, It
should never have reached the bal-
Jot. If it's a good |dea, or the best
{dea available, then the county board
is honor-bound to vigorously support
it. The public is not about to suppogt
a tax without the full-fledged sup-

port of county officlals,

Davld Molfitt, a Bloomfleld Hllls
Republican who was the lose com-
missioner at Fessler's gathering,
said fellow commissioners are shy-
ing from the issue until after the
May 31 candidate-filing date. Appar-
ently they don't want to give oppo-
nents a reason to run against them.

County residents deserve better,
Such non-performance of duty s
something to about the next
time you are stalled In a traffic jam.
Chances are, you'll get your chance
on the long way home ton!ght.

MOST ANY trad; baving to do
with spring Is one to cherish, But
one, born in the jveness of
the late 'S0s, is dylng a welcome
death — well, welcome to almost ev-
eryone,

Flnally, alur more than a decade,
high school administrators are tak-
ing back mt.rol of thelr turf. One
schoo] district after another s shut-
ting Its doors to what {s familiarly
known 2s the open campus.

The days of students running
around town In the middle of lhe
day, unsupervised, will soon be
ry in most school districts.

Closing a high school campus, tak-
ing away a freedom from students
who have seen their older brothers
and sisters enjoy, Ls a sensitive isyue,
the success of which depends on the
skill of a world-class diplomat.

But jt's a diplomatic Initiatlve that
every school district should take.

FOR TOO many years our af-

ﬂuem suburbs have Irresponsibly al-

dren to roam the sireets

wﬂh o0 much money to spend and

with little else to do but get Into
trouble,

Many teachers can tell you the
horror stories of students coming
back to class s0 drunk or ed
they disrupt the concentration of the
stidents who want to learn and the

motivation of the educators who
want to teach. ,

After all, it's tough to be in a
classroom where even one student is
sleeping off a “hy;

Just as dlsturblng are the students
who Jeave and simply don't come
back for the rest of the day.

One of the diplomals extraordi-
nalre in school administrative ranks
15 Garden City High principal Geral-
dine Kefssel. Other administrators
should take a lesson from her.

At present, 900 kids from ‘Garden
City High hit the streets between
11:40 2.m. and 12:10 p.n. Beginning
next fall, they will be eating and so-
cializing within school boundaries.

To make It more palatable to stu-
dents, district offlcials have institut-
ed a committee of parents, adminis-
trators and students to plan the new
cafeteriz, Students have been gliven

Closed campus takes work

tours of other schools with cafeteri-
2s. A bond proposal, approved by
voters tast year, will finance the new
cafeterla with an improved kitchen
and eating facillties.

THE GYMNASIUM will be kept
open during lunch hour, and officials
are pondering the possibility of in-
stalling a jukebox,

Rapldly, the cafeterla is becoming
a mark of pride for everyonc in-
volved. Most important, the stu-
dents, instead of just being told.
were lncludcd In the plannlng. It's
sure to

Other. dlsu'lcu hsve yet to make
this sensible move. The Farmingion
school district still lets its high
school students roam. Clarenceville
does the same.

Birmingham allows 1ith and 12th
graders to go unsupervised, South
fleld is phasing In a grade each year.
But senlors wiil still be allowed to
roam.

Plymouth/Canton has a closed
campus policy but is struggling with
what to do with all the students.
Some actually eat in the hallways.
Unlike Garden City, the district
hasn't planned efficiently. And that's
too bad.

It takes some sweat to make a
closed campus a successful concept.
But it's worth the effort.
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