How the strider Q 1§2nature
walks on water

HEN I was a young man
walklng along streams
and ponds, there were
many “water spiders”

— or so | thought they were,

They were reatly water striders,
But since they looked like a spider,
and the name socnded like spider, 1
thought that's what they were,

Actually, T saw thelr shadows an
the bottom of the stream first, and
then I locked to see what was caus-
ing such a shadow,

WATER STRIDERS are still com.
mon Insects along slow moving
streams today. Their shadows still
altract attention to anyone who
takes the time to look.” But what
causes those shadows?

On the bottom of the middle and
rear legs of a waler strider are
small hairs, These halrs trap air
which allows the lightwelght insect
to remaln on the surface of the wa-
ter.

Just as a dry needle can float on
water when the surface tension is
unbroken, so can the furry fect of the
strlder keep a strider high and dry.

Where cach foot contacts the wa-
ter, a slight depression s formed.
When suniight hits thls depression It
casts a shadow on the stream bot-
tom,

ALL INSECTS have six legs. But
the water strlder casts only four leg
shadows. The front palr of legs are
shortened, often tucked under the
head, and are used for manlpulating

food.

Long thin middle legs are used for
tocomotion all the time. Rear legs
are used to steer most of the time,
but can be used for rapld movement
when necded,

Flne halrs on the feet of striders
not only enable them to float on the
surface of water, but they also
perceive ripples in the water, Small
insects eaten by water striders are
located by following the waves they
produce when on the water.

THIS ACUTE sensitivity Lo water
vibratians is also used in altracting a
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mate.

Males produce vibratlons of 10-30
per second with thelr middle legs to
announce thelr intentions, Receptive
females will then join the male at his
chosen egg laying slte.

It Is believed that males produce
different frequency signals to alert
other males to stay away from their
territorles.
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The water strider, like other insects, has six legs, but we see

only tour shadows.
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Introducing
“*Qutdoor" ambience

The classic charm ol the Canterbury Collection
maves autdoors wilh rich solid brass, brilliant
beveled clear or peach prisms and compliments our
contemporary chiome, polished and weathered brass styles.
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DESIGHENS & MANUFACTURERS OF ORIGINAL LIGHTING FIXTURES
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Cap!um the unlque beauty ot OutdourAmbience at Brose Electnml

ELECTRICAL

CONSTRUCTION.INC

27400 W 7 MILE ROAD
LIVONIA, M1 48152+ (313) 464-2218

“ON TUES WED. SAT $10800
THORS FRI 930800

FLATS

$8.95 $9.95 $10.95
- BEGONIAS + PETUNIAS
» IMPATIENS * ALYSSUM
-MARIGOLDS ~ *AND MORE!!

Auburn Oaks Nursery

In Businass Since 1964
Mon. thrt Sat, 8-8, Open Sunday 10-4, MEMORIAL DAY 10-4

3820 W. Auburn Rd.
(2 blks. E. of Adams)

852-2310
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May 5 pm.
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JUST IN TIME FOR SUMMER!
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CARPET
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BECKWITH EVANS BIG MEMORIAL DAY SALE!

OUR ANNUAL HOLIDAY SPECIAL SELLING AT ALL STORES!
SAVE ON SELECTED CARPETS, REMNANTS AND AREA RUGS!

AVE 1/2%

Forfive days only-Beckwith Evansis offering first quality ca efs, fine choice remnants, decorator und oriental’
area rugs at 1/2 Offl The selection is as big as the savings.

lggesl savings of the year . . . DON'T MISS IT!

Remnant Sizes

1/2 OFF®

A Special Group of
OVER 200

CARPET ROLLS
Saveon carpet, pod andfobor-Complately Instolled!
JUSY 2 EXAMPLES. ..MANV, MANY MORE!

L $18.99
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1/2 OFF?

A Special Group of
OVER 300
AREA RUGS

The perfoct complement for any decor
JUST 2 EXAMPLES...MANY, MANY MORE!

CONTEMPORARY BERBER RUGS

‘Woel ond wosl blend unldllln $59
et 100 wnils, ot §!

onds gul
105699 . . . Now oaly from

POPULAR ORIENTAL DESIGNS $39

A1 x 6 24 unlta Regular $7
T doriven sive 112 o

1/2 OFF?

A Special Group of j
OVER 1,000 :
CARPET REMNANTS | :
A special group in each store . . .
already reduced 25% to 40% from
their original prices, now marked

down even more by an
Togged

EXTRA 1/2 OFF

{Intermediate markdowns may have been taken}
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