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Hare leads Chips to conference titie

By C.J. Risak
staif writer

Shawn Hare wants to do all he can
to help Ceniral Michigan Universi-
ty's baseball team reallze its major
goa) -~ to be one of the eight teams
to reach the College World Serles.

So, with that thought flrmly im-
planted, Hare is concentrating on not
doing too much,

Which is what got him in trouble
In the first place. Hare, a junior out-
ficlder from Rochester, was having
a banner scason, His batting average
was over .400, putting him among
the Mid-A Iead-

ing bases and playlng a solld right
field.

Then he became THE cleanup
hitter. And everything changed —
for the worse,

“1 DID WELL at the beginnlng of
the year,” admlitted Hare, “But then
(coach Dean Kreiner) made me the
No. 4 hitter. Before I was going back
and forth, between No. 2 and No, 4.

Entrenched as the cleanup man,
Hare's approach changed. Part of his
problem was due to outside pres-
sures, He had hit one of the longest
hame uns ever at CMU, traveling
d 480 fect. Such a belt

ers. He was knocklng In runs, steal-

led onlockers to belleve Hare could
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hit slmtlar monsters regularly.

“They put me strictly at No, 4 be-
cause 1 was hitting some bombs,
gucss you could say,” he sald, “When
1 hit (a homer), they go a long way. I
thought they wanted me to do that
all the llmc. but that's not really my
game.”

But as the o[l-quol:d adage pro-
claims, power corrupts, Hare had
tasted the home-run thrill; he was in
the slugger's apot In the Chippewa
lineup, and he was expected to pro-
duce extra-base shots by the bundle.

PROBLEMS, THOUGH, accom-
panied the position. “They started
pitching around me,” said Hare. “I
started getting frustrated and began
swinging at some really bad
pitches.”

He also started swinging for the
fences, which didn't help. And, not
surprisingly, his average started
falling.

“I never did get back on (rack,”
sald Hare, His final regular-season

average hardly reflected a slump:
359, with slx doubles, two triples,
six homers and 35 runs batted in.

Still, Hare thought it wasn't as
good as it could have been — or
should have been. “I'm not accus-
tomed to not hltting. I've always
been able to hit,” he sald, “I hag vi-
slons of a home-run swing, of home-
run power.”

Those visions have faded. Hare hit
his flrst four home runs in the flrst
one-third of the season, then went
without one until the final Iwo
weeks.

Stltl, his season has been extended,
CMU waon the MAC title with a 24-8
record; Lhe Chippewas were 45-13
overall. They will play in the NCAA
West 1I Reglon at Arlzona State,
opening against University of Neva-
da-Las Vegas Friday,

TO BE CERTAIN he's at his best
for the reglonal, Hare has “golten
back to basics. I've really worked

-hard on my swing."

He's also been put back as the No,
2 hitter, where his speed (17 stolen
bases In 23 attempts) wlll be a great-
er asset. And gettlng on a fast track
{for the reglonal is what Hare wants
most,

“If Larry (Lamphere, CMU's Jead-
off hitter) and I are on track, that's
how the team goes,” he sald, “If we
get on base, the guys behind us (In
the balting order) arc going to get a
lot of fastballs to hit.”

In years past — CMU has won
four straight MAC titles — geiting to
the NCAA reglonals was cnhough for
the Chips, Not Lhis year. “We
g0 to the college World Series,
Hare. “Winnlng the MAC was a goal
for us, but not a blg one. We expect-
edtodoit,

“Before, we never took the reglon-
als serlously. It was like we were
Iucky to be there.”

‘This season, Hare and his Chip-
pewa teammates aren't leaving any-
thing to luck. Or to a home-run
swing.
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