Senate OKs bilis
for court mediators

By Tim Richard
statf wrllor

The Michigan Scnate thinks there
are faster, cheaper ways to settle
disputes than golng to court.

The Senate last week gave 33-3
approval to two bills to set up and
pay for a system of trained media-
tors. Oakland County's Bar Associa-
tion will be one of the first in line for
a grant if the blll makes it through
the House,

The only vocal dissent came from
Sen. Willlam Faust, D-Westland,

“There are only two dispute cen-
ters now in the state — in Wash-

tenaw and Oakland countles, Yet this *

bill will assess $2 for every circuit
court action from everyene,” said

Faust, .
“And the decisions (of dispute res-
olullon ccnters) are rnon-binding.
and it's poor

and more amlcably with out-of-court
procedures,

® Senate Blll 816, which would
provide $700,000 for the program by
tacking a $2 surcharge on ail court
fllings, The taw would “sunset” at
the end of 1932 unless rencwed by
the Leglslature,

The bills are tie-barred, meaning
both must be passed before either
one s enacted.

THE BILLS were reported out of
the Sepate Judiciary Committee,
which is headed by two Oakland
lawmakers — chairman Rudy Ni-
chols, R.Waterford, and Richard
Fessler, R-Commerce.

Oakland Bar leaders had vislted
other states’ alternative courts and
came back with glowing reports. At-
lorney Marilyn J. Kelly of Birming.

ham; Joan E. Young, clreult court .

publlc pollcy
Supporters, with thelr votes lined
up, didn't bother to reply to Faust.

THE MEASURES are:

& House Blil 4823, which would
set up a program of state grants to
community groups who would train
volunteers to resolve such disputes.
Speakers said such problems as ille-
gally parked cars and neighborhood
eyesores could be resolved faster

and Don Tucker, a
Southfield attorney, chalred subcom-
mittees that recommended the pro-
grams.

Rep. Richard Bandstra, R-Grand
Rapids, sponsor of the House bill,
sald agencles in Grand Rapids, Ann
Arbor, Detroit and Flint are secking
to set up such centers,

Taking a problem to an alterna.
tive dispute resolution center would
be voluntary, under the bill's provi-
sions. A person could opt instead for
the more expensive court procedure,

A $2 Increase would go on top of
these current flling fees: $40 to fllea
clrcuit court civll actlon, $20 for a
distrlet court complaint for recovery
of premises, $30 for district court
clatms over $3,000, $20 for amounts
of $601 to $3,000 and $10 [for
amounts up to $600.

IF ADOPTED, the bltls would set
up a fund in the state Treasury ad-
ministered by the state court admin-
Istrator.

An agency seeking a grant would
have to provide ncutral
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with at least 25 hours of tralning in
“conflict resolutlon techniques™ and
an internship approved by the court

- administrator.

Services would be free to indi-
gents, but others could be asked to
pay fees,

The ngcncy would have to reject
disputes lnvolving violent felonles
and drug-related prosecutlons,

Accordlng to a Senate staff analy-

sis:

“If an applicant met the eligibllity
requircments and guidelines and
there were no other eligible appli-
cants {rom the same count, the state
court adminlstrator would be re-
quired” to make a grant,

Unlike court cases, which are pub-
lic, dispute resolution  materials
would be confidential during the pro-
cess.

School smoke ban tighter

By Tim Richard
stafl weltar

lN DAY CARE, nursery and juve-
centers, smuklng

Many Michligan teachers have un-
til New Year’s Day of 1990 to glve
up smoking under a bill which
clea{cd Yhe Michigan Senate last
weel

“While some people may object, 1
belleve the health and welfare of our
children outweigh any inconvenlence
to the adults,” sald Sen. R. Robert
;}geaaku. R-Northville, sponsor of SB

“Children spend a large part of
thelr day in schools and day care
centers, 50 they are exposed in a
captive environment If smoking Is
allnwcd *' sald Geake,

In K-12 schools, the board of edu-
catlon may alluwlng adult smoking
in lounges that are physically sepa-
rated from non-smoking lounges.

would be totally banned.

If it becomes law, the bill would
cover both children and adults, both
in the bufldIng and on schoal grounds
within 100 feet of the bullding.

Private schools are unaffected.
“They were in the original blil. But
the private school people are purists
about allowing In any state inspec-
tors,” he sald,

The blHl passed on a 2412 Senate
vote and goes to the House of Repre-
sentatives, All Observer & Eccentric
area scnators supported It except
George 2. Hart, D-Dearborn, who
was temporarily out of the room.
Hart supported Geake on an earller
amendment,

THE BILL was defcated May ‘12
but won a weck later on reconsidera-
tlon, The bi tightens the Clean In.
door Alr Act.

Sen. Art Mllter, D-Warren, minori.
ty leader, objected that “employees
should have a say in working condi-
tlons.” Miller satd smoking lounges
should be a negotlable working con-
ditlen between school boards and
cemployees’ unlons,

“The state is dictating beyond its
authority,” added Sen. Ed Fredricks,
R-Holland.

But Geake replied, “No union rep-
resenting food handlers can negotl-
zlinle lo exempt itself from the health

ws,”

““The unions are out of the plcture
because they've never been in the
plcture,” agreed Sen. Jack Faxon, D-
Farmington Hills.

Faxon, sponsor of the eriginal
Clean Indoor Alr Act, called Geake's
bill “a smail step further {n bringing
<¢leaner air for non-smoking employ-
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GUARANTEES GREEN GRASS LONGER because all Gro-Tone products
contain {BDU®, IBDU® is the most consistent slow-release nitrogen source in
fertilizers. Recognized and demanded by golt course, landscape and agricultur-
al professionals world wide.
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grass fertilizers

with IBDU.
We have had
great results”
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Jacobsen’s Garden Town Novi Feed & Supply
545 S. Broadway 43963 Grand River Ave.
Lake Orion Novi
Chap’s Feed Store Plymouth Nursery
29216 Five Mile Road 9900 Ann Arbor Rd.
Livonia Plymouth
Harold Thomas Nursery & Florist Rochester Elevator
14925 Middlebelt Rd. 303 E. University
leonia Rochester

chkory Ridge Feed & Supply
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Milford Waest Bloomfield

Not all products available at all locations.
Prices may vary.
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