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AYOR Jody

Soranen teok a
M moment Lo review

Farmington Hllls'
itlnerary as hosts to St. Clalr
Shores Mayor Ted Wahby and
other elty officials during
Mayer's Exchange Day May 25,

Recapping the visit she and
Farmington Hills clty manager
Willlam Costick paid to St.
Clair Shores the week before,
she noted St. Clalr Shores’
seven-mile-long Lake St. Clair
shoreline.

“We don’t have a luke,"
Sorenen quipped during a
luncheon at the Farmington
Communlty Center. "So we
showed them our retention
ponds.”

MORE detail sought.
‘Two Farmingten Public
Schools resldents asked for
more detailed budgets during
this year's publle hearing May

17.

Although the proper
informatlon ls available at the
Farmington Community
Library branches, it just isn't
cnough, they sald,

Trustee Jack Inch asked
administrators to conslder
publishing more detailed
information next year. "It
alght make people feel more
comfortable.”

Quote of the week

6 It certainly takes an
artist more than 15 seconds to
create a work of art,

Harvey Goldstein,
Farmington Public Schools
elementary art consultant,
describing arl programs that,
under a new district, would
teach students aboul world.
famous arlists and their lives,
how lo appreciate color and
style, and a variety of cultural
art experiences (see story
Page 8A).

'T\br\mum, e
AT T TITIC

Parade watch

Even a hot, sticky morning «id not keep 8-
year-old Maureen Corcoran of Farmington
Hills from watching the Memorinl Day pa-
rade along Grand River In downtown Farm-

ington Monday. But the .sun took its toll, 1B,

forcing her to sweat it out. Farmington Ex-
change Club members gave miniature flags -
to every youngster along the mile-tong
route. For the parade story, pleae see Page

THOMAS ARNETT/s1alt photographer
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Tax hearing
to clear way
for increase

By Joanne Mallszewski
staff writer

Some Farmingten Hills taxpayers
wlll be hit twice to support a pro-
posed 1986-89 $24 milllon clty hudg-

In addition to the average 12-15
percent assessment [nerease on resi-
dential property — with some in-
creasing as much as 20 percent —
taxpayers are belng asked to pay a
tax rate increase of less than 0.5-
il

The proposed tax rate is 9.4 mills,
an Increase over the current 9.258
mltls, which was a reductlon from
10.3 mills in 1986-87,

Taxpayers may attend a state-re-
quired Truth-in-Taxation public
hearing at 7:30 p.m. Monday, June &,
in the city councll chambers, 31555
11 Mile. A public hearing on the pro-
posed budget also is for

The Truth-In-Taxation hearlng ls
required because a mill simply is
worth more in Farmington HIlls this
year. Increased property tax assess-
ments plus $117 millien in new con-
struction have pushed the clty's state
equalized value to $1.7 bltlien from
$1.5 biHion In 1987-88.

UNDER THE state Truth-in-Taxa-
tlon law, Lhe clty is required to roll
back fts tax rate to 8.6 mills, which
would generate the same amount of
money the city would have received
if property tax assessments had
risen at the same percentage as In-
flatlon,

By law, the city may increase the
tax rate beyond the state-required
rollback if the clty publlely an-
nounces the Increase. The proposed
9.4-mlll rate is a 2.2 percent increase
over the 8.6-mill roliback, sald

Monday.

Pleasa (urn to Page 6

Budget proposes
salary increases

By Joanne Maliszewaekl
staff wrller

The proposcd 1988-89 $24 miltlon
Farmington Hills budget provides
for an average 4-percent salary In-
crease for employees, including de-
partment heads,

The followlng salaries are pro-
posed for the new budget. When
available, current salaries are in-
cluded for comparison:

® City council: $13,500 ($1,800
per council member, $2,700 for may-
or). Salarfes are set by the 15-year.

The proposed 1988-89
$24 million Farmington
Hills budget would
increase salaries 4
percent for employees,
including department
heads.

¢ Flnance director/treasurer:
$55,700 (§53,500).

old charter and dld not Increase. o Controller: $41,600 ($40,000),
® City manager: $68,000 ($67,000 e Dcputy treasurer: $32,000
in current budget year), {$31,000).
® Assistant clty manager: §56,880 @ Assessor: $50,440 ($46,000).
(sﬁq.sun). ® Deputy assessor:  $37,440
® Assistant to the city manager: ($36,000).
m 624 ($38,100), ® City clerk: $50,440 ($46,000).
® Personnel  di 343472
(§41,808). Plosse turn to Pago 6

State fund, not TIFA, eyed for 12 Mile plan

By Joanne Maliszewski
staff writer

Farmington Hills nmcinh ;m

[J Development fund may
finance 12 Mile b

money to {ix the roads. We feel the
Issue is behind us. We feel we have

8A

looking at state
than considering creation of a Tux
g Authority for

luuonullly of it, ﬂ'x an issue that
ts the

Finan
long-planned {mprovements along
the 12 Mile Road office corridor.

The decislon by city officiala to
seck financing through the new state
Economic Development Fund ap-

pears firm, even though a recent
Mlcbtgnn Supreme Court ruling up-
held the constitutionality of munici-
palities’ authority to create tax in-
crement financing districts.

“We have moved off relying on
TIFA and are looking In another di-
rection now,” city manager Willlam
Costick sald. “Even though the Su.
preme Court has ruled on the consti-

‘The debt we owe fo
those who have left'
home and family to -
sorve this causels:
: beyond measuro, but-
~our greatest debtofall
' g to those who fellin
bamo. T

‘ — Capl ‘Glen Bostori':
Navy rasenflsl

splits
s sentl-

an with the ¢ity.”

In a $-2 opinlon, the high court
ruled that the capture of revenucs by
a local development finance authori-
ty and the use of that money by a
does not violate the

clty-

ments would meet with favor by
Farmington Publlc Schools officials,
who two years ago filed suit to pre-
vent the city from following through
with Its plans for a TIFA along 12
Mile. The city withdrew its plans and
the school district dropped the suit,

“REGARDLESS OF what the
court did, we're relying on the good
faith of the city, which withdrew its
TIFA,” deputy superintendent Mi-
chael Flanagan sald. “Wo have good
falth that the city will not use school

Slain

Heat wilts, but

1963 Michigan Constitution,

The high court was requested by
the governor and state Senato to rule
on a series of lssues regarding the
1986 Local Development Financing
Act. The Issue of greatest interest to
school districts was whether the cap-
ture of revenues by a local develop-
ment finance authority and the use
of the revenues allowed under the
act unconstitutionally diverted tax
revenues from other units,

Since Farmington Hills', attempt
in carly 1986 to create a financing

authority along 12 Mlle, the state
Legislature changed the TIFA stat.
ute. Though the court ruled on
the revised statute, the point of con-
troversy — lhu cm!.lon of a finance

-other p

the constitution shobld be given
more credence than that. When peo-
ple vote additional millage, !it’s for a
specifie purpose. And ‘ny virtue of
the constitution, you can't divert it to
" Pollard said,

for
a particular projcct — remalned a
provlnlon lnd nn issue,
Is the common thread.
The ve.blele of [inancing is the

But under a tax Increment financ-
ing nuthorlty, a portlon of tax reve-
nues generated by taxing units In a
glven area are %kcn and used by the

'

same,” said Bir attorney
Dennis Pollard, who presented oral
arguments before the high court on
behalf of school districts opposed to
the statute.

Pollard disagrees with the high
court’s ruling.

“THE DECISION of the Supreme
Court Is just astounding to me that
the (state) Legislature can do with
the manty what it wants. It scems

remembered

not destroys, memorial spirit

8y Loulss Okruteky
statiwriter - ] ::I:E:olwy sewleo honors
came to remember those
who dldn't return from war. keyed for whatever shade available.
After parading along Grand River *On Memorial Day, we remind

in unseasonable §0-degree beat Mon-
day, marchers and spectators gath-
cred at the Veterans Memorial be-
hind the Farmington Masonle Tem-
ple. Navy reservist Capt' Glen

- Boston dellvered the principal ad-

to a small andlence that joo-

ourselves of the great price paid by
those Americans who have died (n
baltle to proserve for us the heritage
of Individual freedom and opportual.
ty. Because of their courage, pa!;l;:-

an and often times danger-
ous world,” Boston sald.

“The debt we owe to those who
bave left home and umjly to serve

t.hll cause
ur greatest debt ol all s to those
whu fell In battle. Thelr ranks are
legion, the storles of their herolsm
countless,” he said,
While they came to remember the
dead, the Living were also honored,

Petty Officers Jackle Robison and .

Ism and personal

- tage remains undiminished today In

Pisaso turn to Page 4

measure, but.

really focusing
in on diverting taxes for things that
weren't voted,” Pollard added.

In Its ruling, the high court upheld
the state Legislature’s guthority to
allocate revenues and to alter the
purposes {o which they are put. The
state Legisiature is not violating the
constitution by giving municipalities
the authority to capture tax reve-

Please turn to Pago 6

Charles Laracn,. past com-
mander of Groves-Walker °
Post 348 in Farmington, !
salules during the anlonnl
Anthem.

M &

X,

f -




