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OCC ponders a 13.7 percent tuition hike

By Tim Richard
stal! wrlter

0y 74

the fall semester.

Jarson proposed a $51.7 million
budget, up 4 percent from the cur-
rent level. He said that still Is less
than the 4.5 percent increase in the
consumer price index (CPI).

The tuitlon increase Isa't as bur-
densome as it appears, Jarson said,

norms, “not too far above or below™;
and to stay close to the CP1.

“It's hard to hit five targets at
once,” the chancetlor sald.

Trustee Judith Wiser asked why a
denta) assistants program was being
dropped when her dentist husband
and others are In great need of den-

Ned Brodbeck, president of thy
Highland Lakes Campus, said the
courses are offered although the pro-
gram sn't.

Nichalson added, “Enrollment is
functlon of students’ perccived op-
partumlles . It's a matter of whut
people m the prolmlon are wikling

OCC insists there is ‘severe
underfunding’ by the state. State aid
had been risen 6 percent a year since
1983, but this year will be up 1-2

Students at Oakland Community
College face a 13.7 percent tuitlon
Increase next fall under the adminis-
tratlon’s proposed budget,

Chancellor R. Stephen Nlicholson
and vice chancellor Anthony D. Jar.
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“We are still below Macomb, Hen-
ry Ford and Wayne County commu.
nity colleges,” Jarson told trustecs.
*“We would be above Schoolcraft Col-
lege, which has 2.27 mills (property
tax, compared to OCC's 1.4 milis)."

‘The budget will be taken up at the
board's June 23 meetlng.

“l DON'T LIKE the idea of in-
creasing Luition, ever,” sald veteran
trustee David Hackelt, asking the
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Strains of super microbes may
soon gobble up PCBs and other
harmful compounds just as the car-
toon character Pac Man munches on
bls foes, thanks to a breakthrough by
an Oz-*and Unlverslty researcher,

Blologist Satlsh Walia sald strains
of bacteria that can degrade PCBs
have been identlfled, “In my lab we
have isotated microbes capable of
breaking down PCBs (o less toxic
and easily biodegradable water solu-
ble chemlcals,” Walia sald,

He has now cloned the genes re-
sponsible for the four enzymes that
break down PCBs, His QU lab Is first
in the United States to accomplish
Uhils feat.

HE 1S CREATING a hybrid mi-
crobe (hat will degrade patentially
toxic PCBs and stmilar organtc com-
po_\‘l_nds quickly and co mple(aty

“We can do a brochure,” replled
Nichelson,

‘The gist of OCC's case will be “se-
vere underfunding” by the state, Ni-
cholson sald. State appropriatlons,
which had been rising 6 percent a
year during the cconomic recovery
hat began in 1983, this year will be
up 1-2 percent. Mcanwhile, the con.
sumer price index has been rlslng in
the 4.5 percent range.

Among community colleges, he
said, OCC has been similarly under-

Agency s excited about the project,
Walla sald, The sclentist has
recelved a continuation grant of
$302,000 {from the EPA based on the
prevlous success of his research,

This is the third year of EPA fund-
ing, and he has reported on his work
at an Internatlonal conference In
Seattle, Aspects of his new success In
gene cloning will be presented at the
clghth international conference on
Global Impacts of Applied Micro-
blology and the international Confer-
cnce on Applied Biology and
Biotechnology. Both sesslons will be
held Aug. 1-5 in Hong Kong.

WALIA SAID his research can ald
in the cllmination of envirenmental
health hazards.

The microbe degrading treatment
will be particularly useful in arcas
where conventlonal treatments for

e Ei toxic are less effective,
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The differcnce of $762 times
OCC's enrollment of 14,609 full-time
equated studenis amounts to §11
million a year on a base budgel of
$48 million.

‘THE TUITION was no surprise to
trustees, who heard Nicholson a
wecek carlier say It was necessary to
hike tultlon before it would be possl-
ble lo convince voters to increase
the properly tax rate.

Around the state, colleges are hik-

posed, would be $18.7 milllon from a
1 mill property tax (36 percent);
$13.7 million from state ald (26 per-
cent); $17.9 million frem tuitlon and
fees (35 percent); and $1.4 milllon
from Investments and miscellaneous
revenues (3 percent).

THE SPENDING slde, safid Ni-
cholson, is almed at five targets.

They are: to continue programs; to
continue “leading edge" .programs;
to add equlpment where the college

d areas along river-

and
(nctorlcs lnduslrlnl wns(c water,” Irunlsnndlnkes he added.
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OPEN HOUSE SUN. 2-4

Bullding a home? Remodeling?
Replacing your old worn out windows?
WE HAVE THE ANSWERS FOR YOU!

Ve Are Now Taking Reservations For Qur Bumnngratn Facibty
opemng 1 June) 645-0420
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Quality Window Center
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DEARBORN KTS., MICH.

alone, Each is 10" tall and

OUR EXCLUSIVE
STERLING CANDLESTICKS

Fluted
steeling silver
candlesticks, ours

comes with a protective
felt bag. $150,
the pair.
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Waterman Pens i

The Ideal Father’s Day Gift

Saks Fifth Avenue invites you to a
special showing of the world's finest
pens, plus meet Stephen Wagner,
.our Waterman representative.

Join us on Saturday, from 12 to 4, and
see this beautiful collection of
fountain and baljpoint pens. Also,
don’t miss the “World'’s Most -
Expensive Pens” of solid 18K gold.

The Gift of Love...The Tradition

Continues,
(kS ol Gpernee
Somerset Mall
Gift Gallery, Second Floor
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WHAT BETTER GIFT
THAN BACCARAT?

Now the

beauty of
Baccarat Crystal
comes beautifully
buoxed, ready to be
shared. Shown:
Massena flutes,

" 5195 a pair.
From France.
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