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Ari, Japanese style

Program teaches beauty of cultural differences

By Casoy Hans
stall writer

As the {lfth graders gobbled up the
puffed rlce, rice erackers, and some
traditlonal Japanese sweets, Yuko
Nagao appeared pleasantly
surprlsed.

“I'm surprised that they're all
trying the snacks,” she said, “When
they come to my house, they usually
say, ‘No thanks, Mrs. Nagao®. "

She jolned Miki Kuwano and Kiml-
ko Konishi, all mothiers of Wooddate

y students, in a
speclal art class for fifth graders
last week.

Students learned about Japancse

calligraphy, called “shodo” and fn-
dia-Ink painting, called “'suthokuga.”

y cultural collage

stresses art appreclation,

“We've never done anything lke
this — it's great for us, 100, sald
teacher Elaine Palmer, “It's Imporl-
ant for them to learn about other
cultures.”

USING INDIA ink, students
learned the Chinese symbol for
“frlend,” and how (o write their
names in Japanese with the help of
the adult who were all

They also sampled some
Japanese treats and learned how to
wrap a kimeno, traditional Japanese
dress for the past 1,200 years.

Students at Flanders and Longa.
cre also experlenced simlar pro-
grams In May as part of the dis.
teict's new art curriculum, which

from Japan, Both Chinese symbols
and the Japanese alphabet are used
In Japanese cailigraphy.

“The Japanese culture program
resented an opportunity for
chlldren to assoclate art forms with
the culture from which they orlgi-
nate,” sald Jean Warner, art consuit-

v or P

ant for Flanders, Longacre and
ooddale.

“This Is one aspect of the currlcu-
lum — to help children develop
skltls in evaluating and appreclating
art.

“IU's important we learn about
cultural expression,”

‘The Flanders May 24 program
was for both fourth and flfth graders
and included a presentation by Fusa-
ko Ohnishl, Yoshlko Glngerich and
Ghiemi Oka.

Longacre's fourth grade program
on May 27 was coordinated by
Kayoko Asano, Yoshiml Kashihara,
Tomoko Lakeuchi, Michiyo Usuba,
Kelko Tanaka, Yoko Hayasaka and
Hitom! Nishiyama.

Parent Yuko Nagao helps
Wooddale student loren
Morrison write his name in
Japanese.

Appreciation key in art program revision

(3 For a related point of view,
see Page 14A,

By Casey Hans
staft writer

y-level art

photos by RANDY BO!

Above, Parent Yuko Nagoo helps Wooddale student Elaine
Wollt with a ki Below, El y mother
Mike Kuwano gives fifth graders a brict lesson on Japanese
art. Students also got to sample traditional Japanese snacks
and
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in Farmington schools want to help
all students develop an appreciation
for art — whether they choose it as a
career, collect it, or simply enjoy it.

Art programs for these young stu-
dents will continue o be activity-
centered, but, under a new proposal,
would also teach them about world-
famaus artlsts and their lives, how to
appreciate color and style, and a va-
riety of cultural art experiences.

“It certainly takes an artist more
than 15 seconds to create a work of
art,” sald elementary art consultant
Harvey Goldsteln, “Children can be
taught , . . how to actively look ata
work of art.

“Visual literacy Is what it's all
about."

The. school board is expedted to
adopt proposed revislons for the ele-
mentary art program later In June.

Goldstein chaired a committee of
seven that worked for the past two
years developing a more comprehen-
sive program for students In grades
kindergarten through flve. They pre-
sented thelr study results ta the
schoot board in May, calling for ex-
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panded programs and more time for
art.

THE DEPARTMENT goal is to
cventually have the program cover
grades kindergarten through 12. The
proposed elementary-level changes
are the “cornerstone” for programs
at other levels, Goldstein said.

“What was missing was the intel
lectual,” he explained, If children
learned art before, it was “caught,”
he ald, “Instead of taught.”

‘The proposal suggests the district
eventually increase the amount of
time devoted to art education. Ac-
cording to Goldstein, 180 minutes

r week 1s recommended for each
child patlonally; in Farmlington, stu-
dents in grades 1-5 recelve only 30-
40 minutes per week during one ses-
slon,

“We're quite a ways from It,” he
added.

IN A related area, Trustee James
Abernethy asked that a goal be es-

(ablished to integrate art into the
curricelum at all schools,

‘This will take place in the fal) at
the new “common campus” High-
meadow Elementary, Goldsteln sald,
where two enrichment art classes
and an open art center will be avail.
able to students, He sald there would
also be interdisciplinary teaching be-
tween music and art.

Student “satisfaction” with their
work and their abllity to appreciate
art Is stressed in the proj L
revised art program. Students would
learn not only skills, but safe use of
art tools, art vocabulary, the ele
ments of design, carcer opportuni
ties for art and leisure activities re-
lating to art. It would also encourage
students to relate art to thelr dally
lives.

In addltion, the art curriculum
committee report also gives a job
description for elementary art con-
sultants, and recommends a way
that classroom teachers can support
and supplement the art program.
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