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cpples,
mostly
friendly
folks

‘Donnie and Marie
Osmond travel with a
huge entourage of
family including
brothers and lots of
children, ‘They're a
fovely, wholesome
family, but it's chaotic
and it seems like
there’s never enough
food for all of them.”
— Mary Bonnell

Continued trom Page 5

chewing snafus. Spittle recalls when
Meadow Brook hud booked one of
vr shows. “Space, Music
and Lasers™ in 1978 .

The show used trucks to transport
vquipment from booking to booking
and they ran on a tight timetable.
The snafu arose because theee cities
in the United States happen to be
natmed Rochiester — the home of the
Meadow Brook Music Festival in
Michigan, another in New York and
athird in Minnesati.

The driver of one of the trucks
loaded with laser pear hopped in his
viub and drove all the way 1o Roches.
ter, Minn. before he realized he'd
wone to the wrong Rochester. Spittle
remembers the nervous  afternoon
spent waiting for the waywasd truck
to arrive so the crew could set up for
thiat evening’s show,

"It arrived very Jate in the day.”
he recnlls. “Another time we went 10
pivk up equipment that had gone to
Rochester, NLY. We have to be very
coreful and De sure they know we're
in Rochester, Michigan.,” and he
stresses the Michigan,

When Nadja Salerno-Sonnenbers,
a popular classical violinist, ran into
baddt weather in Aspen. she had to
tike o much later flight than sched.
uled, Neithee Nadja nor the DSO
wanted to go on without a chance to
rehenrse tricky puassages, but the lat.
er flight cut severely into planned re-
hearsal time, Spittle solved the prob.
Jem by renting o helicopter to speed
her from the airport to rehearsal.

The chopper pilot met her ot the
gate at Metro airpost. flew her to the
patking lot opposite Meadow Brook
Theatre where Spittle met her in o
car and whisked her, under police
escort, to rehearsal.

Spittle says, “She didn't know
anything about alt this and had al.
ready had a horrendous day when o
chopper pilot she’d never seen befure
met her plane and told her to get into
this helicopter.” After u brief rehears.
o) with the orchestra, she promptly
got sick and went to sleep, but her
performance that night was good.”

BONNELL REMEMBERS when
Debbie Boone discovered one hour
before show time that she'd lost a sil-
ver shoe she needed to go with the
gown she wore in performance. She
sent a panicked SOS to Bonnell,

Because most stores had closed by
that hour, Mary raided the costume
collection of Meadow Brook Theatre.
In the nick of time, she found a pair
of silver shoes and luck was on her
side — they were the right size.

Luck, however, deserted her com-
pletely when guest conductor Neville
Marriner's  performance suit  got
locked in the dry cleaners,

Marriner had conducted on a hot
Thursday night and Bonnell offered
to have his suit cleaned before his
next performance on Sunday, She ad-
mits she completely forgot Saturday
to pick up his clothes at the cleaners

Jthoegh she  wis she  could
repress the mem
he owner up north and
craldn’t be reached so I ealled the po-
dee. but they couldn’t get in so Mr,
Marrizer had 20 wear an ill-fitting
jueket for his performance, He was so
pood nitured sbout it she recalled.

“It wus his custum to we black
sitk handkerchicf in his breast pocket
fur good luck, He thought a black
sock mure fitting to his borrowed
fiucket and stuck one in the pocket
Liefore he went to stape.” she added,

Bonnell and Spittle try to accom-
modate requests of visiting artists
hecouse they understand the frustra.
tions of life un the road, “Performuers
live out of suiteases, It's not the
%" Bun-
ve s the inside
de of hotel rooms
and the inside of dressing rooms,”

The Meadow Brook staffs spends
an eights to 12-hour day with guest
artists while they set up sound.
lights and stage equipment, reheorse,
and adjust the moniter mix on the
sound system the way the performes
likes it. The festival often provides
Iuod for the artists and their crews.
"You can’t have Sammy Davis Jr.
popping into Bill Knapps to have a
burger,” Bonnell added.

Typical fure includes cereal, fruit
and Danish for breakfast, n deli tray
salad, sandwiches or grilled hot dogs
“for lunch and a good but not clabo-
rate dinner because the festival's
kitchen facilities are limited.

EVERY PERFORMER'S CON.
TRACT specifies details of what the
dressing room will contain and what
the music festival agrees to provide
the cast and erew, Most performers
spell out their special requests in a
contract rider that can get down to
details as specific as the color of tow-
els in the dressing room and the
brands of drinks in the refrigerator,

Sammy Davis Jr. requests
Strawberry Crush because it makes
his tongue red when he performs,
When he came to Mendow Brook, he
wanted four cases of it for himself
and his crew. “We hnd to go to Ohio
to get it," Bonnell remembers,

Johnny Mathis drinks Dom Perig-
non champagne and Judy Collins
.Jikes chicken soup miade absolutely
without salt. Restaurant kitchens
just don't make soup without any
sult, so Bonnell cooked up o batch at
home for her. The story doesn't end
there. When a driver picked up the
soup at Mary's house to bring it to
the festival, it spilled in the car and
Ieft a perfectly saltless mess to clean
up,

Jonn Baez ents health food and
asked to have granota and fresh fruit
grown without pesticides in her
dressing room. but she included a
sweet loophole in her healthy regime
— she also wanted a two-pound box
of chocolates.

When Stephen Stills was pecform.
ing on his own a few years back be-
fore reuniting with Crosby and Nash,

. tr
Jertorm g e dniferent town eve
Night and thew risk being served
igentical menus day anter

1as it is. enicken nets bor-
. week, so Stephen Stijls
sprited out o solution in his contri

Very few bad apples show up it
Meindow Brook Music Festivat. Bon-
nefl remembers fending off the ade
vanees of one who will remained un-
numed. She called him o “sleozeball
comedian who buacked mie in o corner
and covered my face with kisses,”

Spittle comments that some Rock
und Roll Bunds have made exorbitant
requests for Courveisier Cognac and
imported beers and members of o
band, which wil] also remain nume.
Iess, behaved like slobs and didn®t
endens themcelves o the festival
stoff.

Except for o very few rude entes-
tuiners, both Bonnel) and Spittle say
most arti are Ceverwvday” folks,
Spittle says, “Entertaining just hap.
pens to be whist thev do for a living.”
Which is not to say they're just like
the folks next door. *Their working
environment doesn't breed normali
ty.” Spittle says but he praises the
many decent. friendly people he's
gotten to know,

Entertainers may be in Rochester
for only n day or so at a time, but the
long. intense day working and eating
together cements friendships, espe-
cially when entertainers return year
after year.

Bonnell counts Tony Bennett and
Andy Williums among others, as gen-
uine friends. She threw a 60th birth.
day party for Tony last year and of-
ten runs Andy's son to the “golden
arches” when he has a Big Mac at-
tack.

The upbeat side of the business for
outweighs its negatives becnuse the
people are nice. Spittle enjoys the old
time friendliness of Country and
Western stars such as Emmy Lou
Harris and Reba McIntyre and their
crews. "They're smiling, friendly and
gracious. They treat everyone as
their friend.” Donny and Marie Os-
mond travel with a huge entournge of
family including brothers and lots of
children. “They're a lovely, whole-
some family,” Bonnell says. “but it's
chaotic and it seems like there's ney-
er enough food for all of them."

Star stories spill qut of both Bon.
nell and Spittle. Once tale leads to an
even hetter one as they recall their
years catering to the entertainers at
the Mcadow Brook Music Festival,

Jim now works as assistant to the
general director of Mendow Brook
Theatre where he worries about
things other thun late sirplanes and
sound system snafus.

Alter 12 summers on the job. 0 suc-
cessor will take over Mary's exhaust-
ing, but fascinating job as hostess to
the stars, but she’ll continue ns cos.
tume director for Meadow Brook
Theatse during the fall and winter
scasaon.,
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