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The Riverside Inn, a bed and breskfast in Leland, offers a scenic waterway view.

Traverse reveals state’s treasures

‘The interesting part of
the Leelanau Peninsula
begins with a sign set
in a bed of yellow
fiowers: Suttons Bay,
Founded 1854.

By lrls Sandarson Jones
contributing travel editor

I am driving north en M-22, a two-lane road that
follows the west arm of Grand Traverse Bay from
Traverse Clty to the end of the Leclanau Peninsula
and then turns south agaln, along Lake Michigan, to
the Sleeping Bear National Lakeshore. They call this
thrust of land the “little finger” because Jt pokes up in
the northwest quadrant of the mitten-shaped Lower
Peainsula.

Through the trees that border the road, I can see

b ke whil as they move
up and down the bay from Traverse City to the open
water of Lake Michigan, just as paddle wheelers did a
century ago when this was the lumbering capital of
Michigan.

NOWIT'S th.  serry capital of Michigan, In spring,
the eherry blossiuns leave a glory of pink and white
litter on the summer cottages, craft shops, farmyards
and winerles that make a very low-rise skyline on both
skdes of the road,

1f you want high-rise hotels and champlonship gol
courses, you don't stay on Lhe Leelanay; you stay In
Traverse Clty or at the Grand Traverse Resort two
miles beyond in Acme. The Leelanau Peninsula is an-
other kind of natural and human landscape: villages
tucked into tny bays, intand lakes surrounded by sum.
mer cottages, fresh frult and vegetables sold at the
side of the road.

There are condominiums at The Homestead in Glen
Arbor and a few low-rise hotels like the Leland Lodge
in Leland, Otherwise, the Leclanau is cottage, bed-and-
breakfast and roadside lodge country, There are a doz.
en private homes that offer bed-and-breakfast in
Northport. The Jollt Lodge and the Riverside Inn are

Fishtown ghiq'n‘ its name’ from the shops bullt in ofd fisherman’s shacks.
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Omepa Bay Country
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highly recommended in Leland,

It is only about €0 miles up one side of the Leelanau
Peninsula and down the other, but if you drive oo fast
you'l miss everything, For example, you will zoom
right past the tall ship Malabar, which offers bed-and-
break{ast cabins and shared tollets just out of Trav-
erse City.

The interesting part of the Leelanau Peninsula be-
gins with a sign set in a bed of yellow flowers: Suttons
Bay, Founded 1854, Turn the corner and you will find
one blue and one yellow antique shop on elther side of
the Suttons Bay Hose House and the nearby sidewalk
cafe,

FOLLOW THE restored buildings on the maln
street past the stripped awnlngs and the balloons tied
to car antennaes and then turm right to the beach.
‘There you will find the village hall and the town li-
brary in restored houses set by the sea,

Hattle’s Grill has the best fresh fish in town. Krys
Dahlberg has moved the Eplcure from a downtown
building to her home, but the food Is still wonderful.
Ask about buying canned cherries to take home with
you from the local canning factory and whether Chip
Stulen is still handerafting boats at Facring Deslgn,

The main stop 1 make on my rare trips up this side
of the Leclana is at the Tamarack Craftsmen Gal-
lery, one of the finest galleries in the Midwest, In the
tiny viilage of Omena. David and Sally Viskochll coutd
have opened the Tamarack in Detroit or Chlcago, but
they prefer the end of the one block of “downtown”
Omena, down the hill from Leelanau Wine Cellars,
across M-22 from the sand beach and up the sidewalk
from Omena Country Store. Ask to see Lynn Spitz-

- Nagel's soft sculpture or Cralg Cary's crazy furniture.

Leave town slowly, past the historic white clap-
board church and with at least a brief stop at the gam-
bling casino and craft shop on the Peshawbestown In-
dian Reservation.

Before you get Into the town of Northport, you will
pass a small slgn to Bea Bowen's Plum Lane Inn, a
very simple private home up a long country lane. Bea
is the one who recognized a simple fact: Northport
might not be big enough to support many hotels, but it
could certalnly use a bed-and-breakfast assoctation.

BOATERS WON'T have to wado through the park-
ing lot to get to the shops and restaurants of Northport
this year as they often do; Lake Michigan dropped 20
Inches so there 1s more beach than usual all up and
down the Lake Michigan shoreline,

M-22 turns south at Northport but other roads lead
on past North Country Gardens Bakery and Tea Room,
and the North Shore Inn, bed-and-break{ast accommo-
dations on the lake, to Grand Traverse Lighthouse. It
you won't be staying long enough to justlly the state

+ park fees, park just short of the entrance and walk in.

And then go on to the Happy Hour, on M 22 between
Northport and Leland. That's where all the local folks

-, B0 for hamburgers, beer and the purest martini in the
area, Even if you don't llke mahogany bars, pool ta-

bles and country bar food, you should stop just to sce
the No Smoking section: two chairs on either side of &
video game table,

. Leland was bullt where the rlver runs into the lake.

The Indians called it “Mich-mi-go-bing,” the place
where the canoes run up the river because there is no
harbor. Lelanders call the restored waterside area
Flshtown, because the shops are built in old fisher-
men's shacks below the waterfall spanned by The Cove
Restaurant and Falling Waters hotel. Ferries to North
and South Manitou Istands Icave from Leland.

The best fish In the northwest Is {n Leland, Buy the
whitellsh or the smoked chub from Carlson's Inn Fish-
town and cat it on the dock. Or go to the Bluchird
Restaurant and Bar, where they lightly bread and
sauta the fish the way fishermen bave always done jt.
I you were smart enough to reserve ahead, or Jucky
enough to get bed and breakfast at the Riverside Inn,

arms of Grand Traverse Bay at Traverse City).

If you are on your way south there are still a few of
thase wonderful Little things to do on your way. Stop at
Manitou Farm Market and Bakery two miles south of
Leland on M-22, If ‘you missed the Happy Hour, try
Art's Bar In Glen Arbor, If you love flowers, stop at a
florist shop called the Wildflower In Glen Arbor and
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order a beautiful arrangement of fresh wildflowers In
a basket. Have dinner at La Becasse In Burdickville.,

Best of all, saved for the last, ls Slecping Bear Na-
tlonal Lakeshore, According to Chippewa Indlan Leg-
end, a mother bear and two cubs swam across Lake
Michigan 10,000 years ago while Neeing from a forest
fire on the other side of the lake. Momma bear made
land and became the Sleeping Bear Dune, walting for-
cver for her cubs. The cubs didn't moke It; look
offshore and you will see them out there in the shape
of North and South Manitou islands.

1f you have any energy left after dolng that, mosey-
and-poke down M-22 through the Leelanau, you can
use It at the Sleeplng Bear National Lakeshore. Canoe
the Platte River. Climb the great dune along with all
the other blg and little kids and slide down, Stroll the
wooden walkways over the great mountalns of sand,

There are all kinds of things to do on the way home.
Stop at Presscraft Papers near Benzonla; that's where
Gwen Frostic hand-prints her wonderful handmade
papers. Take a 24-hour break at the couples rooms
created by Kirk Lorenz at the Brookside Inn, Beulah
or the Hotel Frankfort, Frankfort. Visit the Plalte
Rlver Fish Hatchery, Detour for an overnight at Inter.
lochen Natlonal Muste Camp. Take the ferry to Wis-
consin from Ludington,

On second thought, maybe you should just ccontact
llF!e Michigan Travel Bureau at (800) 5432-YES for a
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This view is what you'll see atop the Sleeping Bear Duncs
along the Pierce Stocking Scenic Drive.

Sand wall stirs mirage

By By Iris Sanderson Jones
stalf writer

sce, and what they saw was more

sand,

“What are you sitting down
for?”

*The sand’s getting hot.”

“Yeah, let's runt"

-“Are you kidding?"

The plnnacle! Where's the pln-

nacle? Where's the lake? You're

Come on, get out of the car,
‘There It 1s in front of you, a great . .
golden wall of sand, the biggest. '
sand beach you have ever scen,
tipped at a 45 degree angle and
Jeading straight up to a summer

bluesky, - _ on a plateau of sand. Beyond that,
, o irees -
So youve got other places to.£0 ° g lake Is a mile and a half

e e o 2 T s, o a5
is the Dune Cllmb at Sleeplng - *°; : ..
Bear Dunes Natlonal Lakeshore: - 7 ¥0u must bo kidding!"

Tarn around and head down.
peopla adll &\;;r '.'M counu’-y -ch: Now you are the figure heading

here w o Lo -over the lip of sand, staring down
Ten feet into the Great Wall of . like Lawrence of Arabla at scag-
Sand you take off your shoes, ulls making soaring bird shadows
*Is the sand hot?” - over the dunes. B
“Naw, it's OK”., - LSitdown,” -

‘“No, you can't allde that way.

s your L SR

g: u‘x{e way vp ysg:h;p down; Took s:ial’.’ LM,
ck and sa; Teally-want ere you go tunaing,

to do this?’ 30 L - -"ing your: arms, leaping into the

ing X

dunes. This :is it, leg muscles  down or you will fall flat on your

Inlng, " eyes focused .on the faceinthesand, -
haxe of sun and sand , You arrive at the bottom, back
at the top edgo agalnst the blue. . . at your shoes, laughlng like &
. An Arab should come over that© maalac.
ridge on a camel, but no, it's a ““Was that fun?”
kid, two kids, In red T-shirts and “Yeah!"
caps. They climbed over the Aren't you glad you got out of
mountaln to see what they could  thocar?
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