Monday, Junp 6. 1988 O%E (F)3A

Volunteers help
rescue river
from logs, junk

By Joanne Malivzewski
stal! writer

Mattresses, snow sleds, offlce
chairs, tires, logs and the usual as-
sortment of junk made thelr way up
the river embankment thanks to a
human chain of some 100 volunteers
in Saturday’s Rouge Rescue ‘88 in
Farminglon Hills,

The more-than-three-hour cleanup
was proclaimed a success by volun-
tecrs and local Rouge coordinator
Dale Countegan, Farmington Hills
department of planning and commu-
nity development director.

“This has been an enthusiastic
group,” Countegan sald. “A lot has to
do with [t belng the third year run-
ning and the good weather.”

Under the dirty, pale blue Rouge
Rescuc '88 T-shirts, heat and exhaus-
tlon, volunteers made a good time of
the annual cleanup behind Boys Re-
public, on the north side of Nine
Mile, and west along the river to Ink-
ster Road.

“What a workout, I don’t need to
go to the gym now,” an unidentified
volunteer sald as he clambered up
the embankment toward the refresh.
ment tent, where a barbeque Junch
was pravided foilowlng cleanup.

SOME, WHO expected the morn-
ing to be pure drudgery, surprised
themselves.

“I have never had so much fun in
my life,” parks and recreation work-
cr}l{!gl Dyer said.

And most sald more than ene coordi-
nated cleanup should take place dur-
Ing the year.

“One time out of the year, I get to
do something for the public,” saild
Glenn Lemmon of the Farmington
Hills assessor’s office.

“1 think if you llve in a communi-
ty, you ought to contribute to it,” res-
Ident Joan Pompel said,

The cleanup effort is bath a sym-
bolic gesture for for a pollutlon-free
river and actual progress in remov-
ing debris that stops the river’s natu.
ral free-flowing course, Pompel

sald,

“1'd really like to sce this done
more than once a year though, It
can't hurt,” she said.

Farmington rvesident Bill Liba,
who calls himself “a fixture™ of the
annua] Rouge cleanup, deseribed to
other volunteers withln earshot the
cleanup campalgn’s kickoff Friday
at Fairlane in Dearborn,

“We keep working piecemeal with
this so we'll get the flow downriver,”
Liba sald, “They keep talking about
Ford (Motor Co.) polluting down-
river, But it's cleaned up. We're the
ones who are dumplng and It's golng
downriver.”

ADMITTEDLY, THE onc-day
cleanup does nothing to improve dl-
rectly the river's real pollution —
raw sewage and toxic pollutants. But
the annual cleanup goes a long way
in improving the river's flow.

When the river changes its course
because of X it erodes the

Tom

agreed.

“It's our flrst time out here. We
were going to go clean up some ball-
fields but decided to come out here
instead. It’s been a lot of fun.”

‘Though most of the 100 volunleers
were clty employees, Countegan said
the turnout was just right, consider-
ing the difficulty In reaching the
cramped slte,

“1f we had more people we'd have
been watking all over each other,”
"he sald.

MOST VOLUNTEERS sald they
came out to the river at 830 am.
simply to help out thelr community.

river banks and prevents the river’s
natural abliities to cleanse itself of
the growing fecal contaminants,
Countegan said,

Fecal waste enters the river
through various ways, particularly
from sanitary sewer and septic sys-
tem overflows.

The long-planned, $45.8 million
Evergreen-Farmington sanitary
sewer improvements are designed to
prevent sanitary sewer overflows by
addlng capacity to sewer lines,

Even more troubling Is the possi-
bility of septic and sewer syslems
emptying directly Into the river
{rom houses, which Is illegal.

~

£

Volunteers help clear a stretch of the Rouge behind Boys Re-
public on Nine Mile. In the background, BIll Liba (teft) of Farm-
ington and Al Whittemore of Farmington Hills move tree limbs
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on the river bank. In the foreground, Farmington Hills public
service employces Paul Pinkowski (left) and Walter Lay use
chain saws o cut through logs removed trom the river.
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AT LEFT: Dennis Skowronski
(right) of Farmington Hills
and his children, Amy (left),
9, and Todd, 6, survey the
banks during Rouge Rescue
88, This is the second year
they've lenta hand.  *

‘I think if you live in a

communily, you ought

to contribute to it.’
—Joan Pompei
Farmington Hilis

Chief gets involved

tional, state and local level as diverse as water quality
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and child care.

Meanwhile, she has thrown hersclf Into volunteer
work, contlnuations of affiliations from New Jersey.
Soon after arriving she looked for the loeal chapter of
the League of Women Voters.

““This Is the most exclting organization to be part of,”
Macon said of the LWV. “It’s life and learning and
growlng." .

THE LOCAL chapter is composed of 71 members, a
mixture of “women with bables, retirees, professional
and non-working people.

“The common denominator is concern for Issues that
affect everyoné, . . This Ls a pretty strong chapter with
leuders at the regional and state level,” |

The league, Macon sald, is best known for its voter
guldes, a project which rotates among area leagues.

“Qur phones ring off the hook this tima of year,” she
sald, “It speaks 1o the non-partisan nature of our
group.”

The LWV also sponsors candidate nights for local
campaigns In the West Bloomfleld and Farmington
areas.

“They Represent You™ brochures are written and dis.
tributed by the group to give residents the names of
everyone from “the president on down to the zoning
board,” a! P by
state and.national LWV chapters in schools, libraries
and nursing homes.

THE LEAGUE tackles issucs of concern on the na-

The concerns overlap with another service organiza-
tion, Alpha Kappa Alpha, of which she has been a mem-
ber since she was 18. A number of the members of the
pr black are also of
LWV. The group sponsors the Child Abuse Neglect
Council, of which Macon Is treasurer.

“I wanted to be part of the Pontlac group,” she sald.
“] feel a cammitment.”

Macon was raised in the nner clty schools of St. Lou-
is, but as an adult has lived in predominantly white
nelghborhoods. .

“I'm living in two cultures,” she said. “It's not diffi-
cult. It’s not a dichotomy.”

Her son Kenny, a student at West Hills in West
Bloomfield , Is very comfortable. “It was difffcult in the
neighbarhood at first, because he was new, not for any
other reasons. It's been a perfect nejghborhood for him.
There's a boy in every house.”

OF HER easy transition, she sald, “It's iImportant to
be outgoing, to look for ways to be part of the communi-
ty, not ways to be Isolated.” .

During the Intervlew with Macon, she received two
telephone calls with Invitations to serve before she put
on the answering machine. Docs she ever say no, we
asi .

“Well, I I can't do it I usually find someong ¢lse to
help out. I know I won’t be adding another significant
volunteer role right now. I want this to work well.

*Too much would only dilute it."

School unions stay neutral

" vidual ‘The PAC could not
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callon,
she added.
Looking at general lssues, flrst-

erm sald he

endorse any of the three under the

ta) d.
of the circumstances, he sal

L

sion-making skills of current stu-
. dents, but pleased with the way the
current board has “lnvested the dis.
trict's money,” He remains con-
cerned with raising public aware.
ness of the fall bond issue for a new
elementary new school. He also

PAC, affillated with the Michigan
Education Association and the Na-
sent

\he disturbed with the poor deci. Farmington Coordinating Councli's Although both incumbent candl-

dates were cautious in their reply to
pay-cquity questions because of ne-

tional a
letter to the MEA membership last
weck, advising them of the group's
decision not to endorse.

“The board has not acknowledged

called for for
sclence and musle in the Farmington
trict.

Newcomer Jacob hyped the fall
pilot project at Highmeadow, calling
{or enrichment classes for all Farm-
ington schools. He also called for

or proposed a plan to remedy the
gender-based (pay) discrimination
which ‘exists In the Farmington
School District,” the letter sald,
"The two Incumbents bave falled to
display the leadership needed to
bring about a settlement in the ESP
Support Personnel)

better parent through-
out the schools, and sald, “We havea
good school district. We need to
make it better, Broad, full-based cd-
ucation — that’s what it's all about.”

Three-term  Incumbent Prutow
also called Highmeadow a “'proto-
type” for future education in the dis-
trict and calied for using “technolo-
gy as a tool” in the schools, “It's an
cxclting time to be involved in edo-

contract

The PAC falled to eadorse Jacob,
the letter sald, because “we did not
find the. challenger . . . knowledge-
able enough to warrant our endorse-
ment.” ¢ o .

PAC .chairman Bill Brinker
stressed his group did not advocate a
*no vote" stance, but is slmply leav.
ing the cholce of candidates to indi-

g bo to the au-
dience Inquiry Wednesday.

“Comparable worth is worthy of
taking a look at,” said Abernethy.
“I'm troubled It (the contract) has
taken thls long, People in these posi-
tions need (o look at comparables.

.To look to industry, to look to gov-

ernment.”

Prutow added, I feel we've of-
fered a very cquitable package.”

Members of the ESP unit, mainly
secretaries and paraprofessionals in
the district, bave worked without a
contract since last July.

The PAC commiltee represents

" members of the Farmington Educa-

tlon Association; the Farmington
Bus Drivers unit; the Farmingtoa
Custodial, Maintenance, Cafeteria
unit; and the Farmington ESP.
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CUSTOM LINEN SERVICE

Begin with custom made table
linens for the most elegant
dining moods. Made by Matouk to
your specifications...tablecloths,
napkins, runners and placemats.
Belgian linen/polyester or
polyester/cotton. A variety of
edge trims; 15 color choices.
Allow .6 weeks for delivery.

Jacobson’s




