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Top court eases camera rule

By Tim Richard
staff writer

The Michigan Supreme Court will
liberallze its cameras-In-the-court-
room rule in Oakland and four other
counties.

The change, effective June 20, fol-
lows medla complaints that the ex-
perlmental rule gave defendants,
lawyers and witnesses too much ar-
bltrary power to shut down TV cam-
eras, press cameras and Lape recor-
ders. Nearly half of requests to Oak-
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land Circuit Court for photographic-
electronic coverage were denled.

The new experimental rule says
the Judge must determine — on the
record — that such coverage would
hurt the effort to have a falr trlal or
hearing.

IN WAYNE and 78 other counties,
the old experimental rule whl still
apply: Any party or witness may de-
mand that the judge deny the request
for photographle or electronic cover-

ge.

In Oakland Clreuit Court, 73 re-
quests for photographic-electronle
coverage were flled since the experl-
mental order went into effect Oct.

THE NEW order was recommend-
ed by a panel chaired by Judge Jo-
seph B. Sulllvan of the state Court of
Appeals.

He sald (hat requests have been
“almost unlversally denied” across
the state, making It impossible to
gauge the effect, If any, of such cov-
erage and whether it should be al-
lowed on a permanent basis,

Under the new order, judges in the
five counlies must make a report
cach menth to the state court admin-
istrator on how many requests they
recelve and what happened to them.

A judge's declslon to end, suspend
or ban cnverge can't be uppcnlcd.

The ban photo-

3 g to Judy Ci
acting administrator. Of these, 29
were denied and 44 approved,

Subtracting the October filings —
many of which were for feature sto-
ries on the experiment rather than
for trial coverage — thera were 53
requests, 23 denials and 30 approvals
— a43 percent rejectlon rate.

Experimental countles besides
Onkland are Grand Traverse, Ing-
ham, Marquette and Wexford. Only
Oakland s in a major television
market and had any great number of
requests,

to
graphlng ]nron and the jury selec-
tlon process.

Requests for photo and electronic
coverage must be made In writing
three days prior to the event, but a
judge may honor a request that
comes In later.,

The experimental order made
Michigan the 24th state to permit
cameras and recording equlpment In
its courtrooms. The rule also applics
to district courls and probate courts
except for the juvenlle dlvislon.
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No school tax
plan on ballot

By Tim Richard -
statl wrlter

Don't expect o school tax-reform
proposal on the Aug. 2 ballot.

The state Senate decllned Thurs-
day to take vp a House proposal
passed Wednesday to,place a sales
tax increase/property tax cut before
voters. Deadline for Senate action
was Friday,

“The whole debate was on suspen-
slon of the rules,” sald Sen. Jack
Faxon, D-Farmingten Hllis. “Demo-
crats moved to have the rules sus-
pended so we could take It up under
messages from the House. Repubil-
cans were against that.

“So it's on the calendar for next
week. But It's no Jonger possible to
put it on the August ballot,” Faxon

sald,

Senate Republicans were miffed
that the House walted until one
working day beforc the deadline to
pass thelr version of a complicated
proposal that includes amending

several sections of the state constitu-
tion and passing a long list of laws.

THE IRONY was that the Senate
acted first, in mid-March, It passed
Senate Joint Resolution K proposing
a sales tax Increase and property tax
cut.

The measure returned by the
House Wednesday was its 15th sub-
stitute for SIRK.

1t called for ralsing the sales tax
o 6 percent from 4, cutting schoot
operating property taxes by 8 mills,
and raising total revenues by $500
million.

Rep. Lyn Bankes, R-Livonia, was
pleased that the Senate set aslde ac-

on.

“We had a holiday Monday (Mc-
morlal Day). I got a copy (of the
House plan) Tuesday and was up un-
tit 2 in the morning reading and
trylng to undersiand it,” she said,

LIKE MANY lawmakers from dls-
tricts with high business tax bases,
Bankes saw no advantage and only .
harm to her home schoot distrlet.
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