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New school, safety work eyed

By Casoy Hans
statl writer

Farmlingten school trustees ap-
proved Tuesday for a

Grand River, Far
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instltutions tend to
outlast peaple.

So says Angel Bakos,
public relations consultant for
the Botsford Inn, the 151-year-
old hostelry In Farmington
Hills,

Margaret Vibbert of Sun City
Center, Fla., recently wrote
Bakos, requesting information
about the menu for an
upcoming family dinner. In her
fetter, she satd she has a special
reason for wanting a famlly
get-together at the lnn.

The seed for her interest was
planted In 1837, the year
Michigan became a state and
when the inn was less than a
year old.

‘That’s when Vibbert's great-
grandfather, James B, Bradley
and his bride, Clarrissa, spent
their first night in Michigan at
the inn.

They had migrated from
New York, and he soon became
ane of Qakland County's early
landowners in Lyon Townshlp.

With members stlit Yiving in
Qakland County, the family
achicved pioneer status from
the Mlichigan Gencalogleal
Socicty in 1987,

E TS S0 easy to forget how

Quote of the week

Can you imagine a ball
of {lame taking off and going
across Orchard Lake Road?,

— Farmington HIlls Deputy
Fire Chief Peter Baldwin in the
afiermath of a 20-pound prepanc
tank cxploding in the back of a
pickup and shooting across Or-
chard Lake Road near 1-696 Sat-
urday (sce story this page).

what’s inside

521 million bond proposal they plan
to take to voters Lhls Seplember.

The 16-yenr bond lssue will in-
clude one ballot question, but wlil al-
low trustees (o conslder multiple
sltes for bullding an carly childhood
center and an elementary school, if
they so choose.

The proposal requests $7 mlilion
for thtse new bulldings and another
$20 milllon in building improve-
ments, many for safety issues.

The bond issue would require an
Increase of .0B mll}, less than the dis-

Farmington,

triet rolled back in operating mil-
lage for the coming year. The owner
of a house assessed at $100,000 (half
the market vatue} would pay an ad-
ditional $8¢ a year to retire the
bonds, The owner of a house assessed
at $45,000 would pay an additiona}
$36 a year.

Trustees considered Tuesday:

@ whether the new school bulld.
Ings and improvements should be
broken down into two ballot ques-
tlons, or proposed as one,

® whether thoy wanted to use a
larger parcel at 11 Mile and Halsted
for the entlre project, or have the
flexibility lo build an carly childhood
cenler on a smaller parcel.

The board concurred on the one-

Mlchlgan

question ballot, and most sald they
wanted flextblllty in making future
decistons about school sites, Board
president Helen Ditzhazy sald, after
studying the matter “it scems to me
1t has to be one ballot.”

WHEN THE bond Issue was pro-

{ast month, there was concern

that the building improvements may

not recelve voler support, even

though the propesal for a new school

has been received well by the com-
munity.

But safety Issues in many bulld-
ings make the structural Improve-
ments as necessary as bullding a
gew school, some trustees sald Tues-

ay.

80 Pages

Asbestos in !loors and ceilings and
chemical contaminatlon in lighting
ballasts are just a few of the con-
cerns.

“There Is a real concern about
safety hazards . . . in the district,”
said trustee James Abernethy, who
recently talked with staff members
in several buildings, “We have a po-
tentially serlous, hidden problem out
there.”

“It's a districtwide problem,”
trustee Susan Rennels added. “It's
for the benefit of the community asa
whale,”

Trustee Helen Prutow concurred,
*“They (the staff) arc very concerned.
We should address it right up front
and not do It plecemeal, as an acel-

Woman

Beverly Cornell plays with one of the 5-week-old twin raccoons she cares for,

is den mother to critters

RANDY BORST/atalf photogtaphee

By Joanne
staff writer -

It's easy to fall in Jove with Jack
and Jill, Everybody does.

and 17-year-old Kurt —
ones who must love the pnlr a[ 5-
keold

But the Cornells — Bev. Torn'

‘1 always warn p

o

le they are wild

animals. You can't be naive. You can’t
treat them like domestic animals.’

— Bev Cornell
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When the masked pair grow up and
move to the wild, It won’t be easy,
"They become very attached to
you and you to them,” sald Farm-
ington Hills resident Bey Cornell.
The Cornells know. They have
been through it before with another
pair of baby raccoons, Patty and
Farfel, who when grown were tak-
en to live in a wildlife preserve

near Pinckney.

“Fhey never forgot us," Cornell
sald, “We weat back four times to
see them. They were walting for
us. On the fourth visit, Tomn sald, ‘If
they're waiting for us, we're taking
them home.' But they didn't come
to see us that time."

Jack and Jill are the latest palr

of orphancd wildlife that Cornell
has taken into her heart and home.
She has a state Department of Nat-
ural Resources wild anlmal reha-
bilitation permit enabling her to le-
gally care for wildlife in her home,
“YOU DON'T want to domesti-
cate them because they have to be
relcased in the wild,” Cornell sald,

Jack as he drank a spe-
clal mitk fermula from a baby bot-
tle, “They are very cuddly and are
chewing on everything at (his
point, They're getting their teeth
now.”

An anlma) lover who used to
work for a veterinarian, Cornell
has taken in orphaned animals for
about two years. Her work began
when the veterinarian asked for
help with a recuperating squirrel.

Since then, she has had, among
others, two orphaned squlmls
Willy and Ethel; the MeQuire sis-
ters, a trio of orphaned squirrels; a
lone raccoon; and Patty and Farfe).

Ploase turn to Poge 8

By Joanne Mafiszewskl
statf writer

Older, particularly retired, and
long-term realdents are belng edged
out of Farmington Hills by the spi-
raling costs of “Yupple” housing,
‘That was the common cry.in resi-
dents' comments during a public
hearing Monday on the proposed
1908-8% $24 milllon Farmington
Hills budget and jts lesa than quar-
ter-mill tax rate increase. The coun-

Residents lament
_‘Yuppie’ housing

il Is expected to adopt lhe budget at
7:30 p.m. Monday, June 13,
The proposed budget la expccted
to be supported by 9.4 mills, a 1418-
mill increase over the 9.2562 mills
levied in 1987-88 fiscal year, which
ends June 30. The proposed tax rata
also Includes voter-appraved millage
for parks development and for debt
on the $7 million road improvement

nds.

Despita the proposed tax rate in-
cmse the 9.4 mills is only 4.mill

higher than the rate levied in 1978,
city manager William Costick sald,

But it wax the property tax assess.
‘menta that raised the ire of most res-
Idents at the state-required Truth-In-
‘Taxation publie hearing. So common

Ploasa turn to Page 4

Twonly-Flve Cents

dent happens,” she sald,

Trustee Janice Rolnlck sald she
was concerned with ballot language,
which listed the proposed work as
“partial remodeling.” Deputy super-
intendent Michacl Flanagan aid the
language was a legal necessily, and
that explanations of safety lIssues
would have to be addressed in school

and other
tlons with the community.

Trustces Jack Cotton and Jack
Inch were absent for the vate.

THE SCHOOL board must reccive
approval from the state before mov-
ing ahead with the electlon, which

Planse turn 10 Pago 8

Blast
knocks
driver
30 feet

By Bob Sklar
statf writer

When he sald run, she ran — no
questions asked.

“When he senses danger, 1 just
obey,” said Farmington Hills resi-
dent Rhea Jaguszewski about her
husband, Arnold, a eommunicatlon
field supervisor for Chlcago-based
Covia, a subsldiary of United Air-
lines.

“He's instlnctive about these
things. He's very fast on his feet.””

Rhea was recounting what hap-
pened when her husband smelled an
odor coming {rom the bed of their
pickup as they turned south onto Or-
chard Lake Road from 12 Mile Sat-
urday morning.

Jaguszewski, 48, suffered sccond-
and third-degree burns to hls right
arm and less severe burns to his left
arm, face and neck when a leaking
propanc tank in the truck bed ex-
ploded outslde Dian's Deli, just north
of 1-696.

The explosion knocked him 30
fect.

Jaguszewski was treated at Bots-
ford General Hospital, Farmington
Hills, then reteased. He faces daily
doctor visits thls week, a month or
more of recovery and possible plas-
tic surgery,

“He's not feellng too good,” Rhea
said Monday. “He's on pain pills."

IN WHAT some say was a mira-
cle, the 20-pound propane tank, now
a ball of flame, flew across busy Or-
chard Lake Road but hit nothing be-
fore it landed 200 fect away at the
Mobll station. While airborne, It
burned itself out.

“Can you Imaginc a ball of flame
taking off and golng across Orchard
Lake Road?" asked Deputy Flre
Chief Peter Baldwln in amazement.

When Jaguszewski pulled Into the

Please turn to Page 2

Parking
remains
an option

By Casay Hans
staff writor

‘The owner of a downtown Farm-
ington soap factory s buylng prop-
erty adjacent to his business, in an
area cily officials were considering
for future parking.

Roy Miller, owner of R & R
Products of Novl, sald his purchase
offer has been accepted for land

Roy Miller operates a soapmaking factory on Thomas
Street in downtown Farmington,

his business at Thomas
-ndWlmer streets,
*The deal Is close to closing,”

Please tum to Page 10




