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Mercy still in hunt
for softball honors

By Stove Kowalski
stotf wrlter

With some of the best Class A
teams already ellminated, look who
has emerged as onc of the [avorltes
in the state Class A softball tourna.
ment: Farmington HIlls Mercy.

East Detroit, Waterford Ketter-
ing, Fraser and Temperance Bed-
ford are among state-ranked teams
upset In district play tast weekend. -

Merey survived the Garden City
district and plays Taylor Center, 23-
9, at noon Saturday in the opening
round of reglonal play at Dearborn
Edsel Ford.

Sixteen teams are left in the four
regionals, with the winners of cach

softball

‘I'm not making any.
predictions, because
every time I do it never
turns out right. Tayior
Center is a strong -
team with a real good
pitcher. . . You have
to be a pretty good
team to withstand the

region to the
round next Fr(day
The Marllns carry a 25-8-1 record
wlth them into the regional and, be-
hind pitcher Amy Edward, stand a
decent shot at advanclng (o the
championship against the winner of
he Belleville-Highland Park game.
But Mercy coach Suzanne Brown
won't guarantee anythlng.

“PM NOT MAKING any predic-
tlons because every time I do it nev-
er turns out right,” she sald. “Taylor
Center Is a strong team with a real
good pltcher (sophomore Wendy
Jamula),

“You have to bc: pretty good

the

and then

wln two district games.

But they (Taylor

Center) are going to

have to work hard to

beatus.’ )

— Suzanne Brown .

Mercy softball coach ,

Edward defeated Livonta Franklln
8-6 and later in the day had an easler

« time against Redford Unlon in the fl-

nat, winning 18-3.

Jamula also had a fine district
outlng, defeating Western Lakes
Westland John Glenn 6-2

team to
and then win two district gnmm Bat
they (Taylor Center) are golng to
have to work hatd (o beat us.
. “Amy (Edward) bas been unrcal,”

Both on the mound and at the
plate. Edward has started every
game for Mercy, and her carned run
average is 1,34, Edward is batting
714, with two home runs and 48
RBI. She also has nine triples, 16
doubles and has struck out only
twlee In 91 at-hats,

In the first round of the district,

NIckIquer
signs with Bowling Green

and shutting out Garden City In the
final 1-0. She altowed four hits in
each game and was 4-for-4 In the
champlonship game with two RBL

TAYLOR CENTER’S coach is Jer-
ry Abraham, and he's no stranger to
the Cathollc League, Last winter he
led Redford Bishop Borgess® volley-
ball team to the finals in Class B be-
fore losing to Sturgls,

"“This s only the second or third

parochial school we've faced and
we're excited,” sald Abraham, In hls
first year at Center. “We've scen
Merey play and it should be a chal-
lenge.”

Mercy lost in the reglonal final
last year to Garden City, a state
semlfinallst. Catcher Nicki Fraser,
who will play next year at Bowling
Green State Unlvv.'rslty. remembers
that loss.

Mercy failed to get a hit in losing
to Garden City 2-0, and the Marlins
committed five ervors,

“All thelr runs were unearned and
if they didn’t score, they got to third
base uncarncd,” recalled Fraser, “If
we play errorless we can do It, Last
year, It seemed llke we all made er-
rors at the same time. And that
doesn't help.”

BROWN ISN'T SO worried about
the team's hitting. Shortstep Kristin
Orlandoni is hitting .375 with 28 RBI,
center fielder Kerry Sayers bats sec-
ond and her average s .401. Orlan-
doni, Edward, Molly McWood, Cyndl
Vlall and Fraser are threats on the
basepaths.

“We have a strong lineup,” Brown
said. “Anyone can come up with a
game-winning RBL 1 tecl we have
‘both power and speed.

“We're smart and win on a lot of
hustle. Some of our advantage is
base runnlng but not necessarily
stolen bases, We've been trying to
capitalize on other team's mis-
takes.”

Another advantage Mercy has s
experience. Slx senlors dot the 15-
player roster, and seven others are
Juniors with plenty of experience.

“Thirteen of the 15 have been with
me for three or four years,” Brown
said. “Thelr time has come. If |t
hasn’t hit them, it'l blow rIgm by
them and they'll never realize it."

Amy Edward and her Mercy teammalea hope

to capture a

somaething that ‘eluded them last year Ina low-

RANGY BORST/atatt photogragher

:coring game with Goarden City. Edward's

g and hitting is key for the Marlins.

Marlin catcher signs with BGSU

By Stova Kowalaki
stoff wrlter

a more dominant flgure behind the plate.

Fraser might be small, but she’s fast and

Nickt Fraser doesn’t know if she'll be catch-
ing fast balis or fly balls next year for Bowl-

Bowling

can play the outfleld and that's a selling point
Green couldn't overlook,

CMU,

Ing Green State University, but at least she
feels wanted,
Fraser, a tour-year starting cawher for

Mercy,
atlend Cenlral Michlgan. but lnstead ultled
Sunday night on BG,

The Falcons unseated CMU this year as
Mld-Amerlcan Conference champlons. Fraser
whll receive a half-ride scholarship at BG and
whil sign a natlonal letter-of-intent thix week.

o

winner of three stralght MAC tltles (1985-87)
and a particlpant last year in the College
World Serfes, recruited Fraser hut did not of-
fer any schoumhlp

FRASER, WHO plans to major in psycholo-
gy &t BG, sald she loolu forward to roaming
the outfield for the Falcons.

“I'm not really expecting to cateh in col-
lege," Fraser conceded. “I'm kind of expect.
Ing to pluy outfield. Bul we'll see what hap-

Fraser stands 5-feet-1 — a

petite by gee;u "ve played catcher agalnst bigger girls

soltball eatcher standards — and she got the

p! Central’s g staff

By 8teve Kowalskl
statf wrlter

At an awards banquet three

Central tennis team, Steve Camp-
bell managed to satisfy only onc of
his appetites.

Like the rest of Campbell’s 1985
Class A state-champlon *team-
mates, Campbell finished off a
plate of chicken and mashed pota-
tocs. Later that night, after picking
up OC's Most Valuable Pluycr
.award, Campbell let coach Fri
Garlickl know about a hunger o( a
different kind that would. take
three years to fulfill,

. It's an appetite that no Michigan
high school player ever satisficd on
the tennts court.

“He told me after the awards
banquet ‘I'm golng to win yoo four
state titles,” recalled Garllcki. “I
agreed ‘with him and said it would
be a nobls effort of him to try. No-
body had aver done It.

Want a parallel?

IMAGINE ISIAH Thomas telling
Detroit Pistons coach Chuck Daly

years ago for the Redford Catholle -

CC’s Campbell satisfies
his appetite for success

fennis

he was golng to lead the Platons to
four straight NBA titles,
Cg:npbcll Uved up to his end of

In ms. Campbell was 2 mem-
ber of the No, 2 doubles tearn that
won the state Class A title. He fol-
lowed that with a No. 3 slngles titlo
In 1988, a No. 2

A3 a team, CC finished l‘u'th and
Rice took firs
l?éro:ow. campbell must be full,

ch Garlickl made It clear

“that night (three ago) um it-
was posslble,” sald Campbell,
will attend Rice Unlveraity on n
scholarship, “The fact that
no one had ever done it before
made It appealing to me. 1 guess
yongn 33y I wanted to leave my
mark.”

_Of all the titles, Campbell said
his latest 7-5, 4-8, 7-8 (7-2) victory
in No. 1 singles over Herb was the
most satisfying. Campbell had to
defeat four other opponents before
getting to the final round. He de-
feated Nell Denahan. of Portage
Central in the semifinal round, 8-2,
64, in what he called “a tough
mnlch but the scores might not
show it.”

“THERE 'ARE no easy
in No. 1 singles,” he said. “You
have to be menully tough all the
way."

\Then came Herb, The two split
matches earller this year, bo
bolng declded In throe-set tiebreak-

Herb sa vocal player — a mild
John McEnroe ~ and the final be-
came emotional, with Herb making
gestures t the match at
the CC .l;n,m‘ w"hlllch Gl.rllim estl.
mated af lve or alx percent
of tho total crowd.”

Garlicki sald the rest of tho
crowd began to turn on Herd and
root for Campbell.

d suu. there is the unsettllng fecling she

recelved from CMU, a school she always
wanted to play for.

“I don't think CMU wanted me,” she sald.
“They go for bigger girls who are blg hitters.
I'm a base hitter. 'l'hey don't have a lot of
speed on their team.

“I'll see more playing time and be happler
at Bowling Green. T wanted to go to Central
because I have friends from I.herc. but I'll just
have to help BG kick CMU's but

Somewhat out of pecessity, l-‘ra:er played
catcher her freshman year at Mercy. She
played the position so well, that Mercy coach
Suzanne Brown had no reason to play her
clsewhere.

Brown was an All-Observ first-team
cholce last year, batting .388 as a right-hand-

©d hitter. Three weeks ago, she switched to
the left slde of the plate — “because,” she
sald, “that’s the way I bat in the summer
league I play In” — nnd is himng .279 with 15
stolen bases,

Fraser has played outfield on occasion at
Mercy, and Brown belleves she can do 50 In
college.

“SHE COULD BE an outstandlng outficlder
— but I think-CMU already has some young,
small left-handed hittors, so they doa't need
anycne to fill those shoes," sald Brown.

‘At Mercy, we needed someone behind the
plate. Nicki knows the game of softball. Shc
calh pitches, and her big asset is speed. Wi

y on base on a ground ball, I've seen her
bml the batter to !irxl base to back- up the

matches

Pleass turn to Page 8
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GRADUATION NIGHT
One of the happiest nights of
your life . . .

Don’t WRECK it!

DON'T DRINK
AND DRIVE

Sponsared by:

MICHIGAN’S LARGEST
. MERCEDES BENZ
DEALER.

" ESTATE MOTORS, LTD.

464 SOUTH WOODWARD AVENUE » DOWN'I‘OWN BIRMINGHAM

U 644-8400

AUTHORIZED SALES » SERVICE ¢ PARTS
OPEN MONDAY AND THURSDAY EVENINGS UNTIL 9 P.M.
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