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Rice repeats

‘Warriors eke out state-finals victory

By Marty Budner
stattwritor

cryene  knew Blrunnng
Rice would win the 1988
ate championship.
mly guestion was: By how

Yes. ml d. the Warriors success-
fully defended their state title Satur-
day in the highly competilive 26+
. team meel held at the Midland Com-

munity Teanis Center Complex. But

it wasn't the run-away most every-
one had predicted.

Rice had only one flight champion

laced second in three ather

Okemos which tallicd

ast Lansimg and )
ied for third swith 19 points, while
Cathotiv Central placed
all with 17 points. Bloom-

field Hill Lahser tied for 1ith place,
Birmingham Scaholm tled for 14th
and Bloomfleld Hllls Andover tled
for 21st.

The Warrfor win marked the
school's third overall title (Rice and
Ann Arbor Huren tied In 1983) and
represented the fourth stralght state
championship from the Catholic
League (Catholle Central won back-
to-back titles In 1985-88). While first-
year Brother Rice coach Mike Woo-
dy was exclted about the triumph, he
didn't expect such a tight tourna.
ment.

“IT WAS A llttle too elose . . . 2
tot closer than I had antlelpated,”
said Woody.

“1 think there was a lot of pres-
sure with us being ranked No. 1 all
year and going into the meet un-
defeated. We came Into the meet a
little tight and we didn't realize how
close the competition was. Plus,

WAZNING Craldwn amaieenagen
it Bt e It el

maybe we were a little oo confi-
dent.

“There was a lot of competition in
cach flight. We had depth, but so did
Okemos. Last year it was East Lans-
ing and us golng at it. This year
there were four teams that had a
chance to win on the final day,

“The teams we played were great
teams,” he said. “When you get lo
the state tournament you have play
with full force at every match.”

Rice’s lone flight champlen was
Mlke Gueciardo at No. 4 slngles.
Gucclardo avenged his only loss of
the season In 25 declstons by defeat-
ing Nmandl Lowrie of Okemos in
straight sets, 6-3, 6-2.

Gueclardo’s win was crucial con-
sidering it was the state-title clinch-

er.

“That was his best malch of the
year. He played smurl. consistent
tennls,” said Wi

Mlke Herb (No l) was the only
other singles player from Rice to ad-
vance to the {Inal match. Anthony
Grassadonla (No. 2) was upset in the
first round — one reason why the
tournament was so close — and

Scott Mlcus (No. 3) lost in the semifi-

nals,

HERB WAS climlnated from last
year's No. 1 singles flight tn the sem-
ifinal round and had visions of win-
ning the prestigious state indlvidual
title this year. It didn't happen as old
nemesls Steve Campbell of Catholic
Central stepped In the way.

Campbell, the No. 2 flight singles
champ last year, defeated Herb, 7-5,
4-8, 7-6, Herb, who played over a rib
and eye Injury, finished with a 21-2
overall record — both of his losses to
Campbell,

“It was a great match, just like
the previous two they. played this
year,” sald Woody. “The differcnce
between them [s just five points.
Each malch they played this year
went 7-6 In the third set.”

Rice's Nos. 1 and 3 doubles teams
of Tom Boutrous and David Plazzon
and Tim Walsh and Phillip Podgorny
each qualified for, but lost in, the fi-
nals, The No, 2 team of Tom Herb
and Scott Andrews lost a three-
setter in the semifinals,

“It was tough, but we're really
happy to get {the state title)," sald
Woody.

Contlnued trom Page 1

““The rest of the crowd was made
up of other schoals, and they began
cheering for Steve becausc Herb
was making enemies and that's his
siyle,” Garllcki sald. “It was tense.
He just does not care for my No. 1.
Steve Is one of the calmest and ni-
cest players I've ever met.”

The two met at center court aft-
erward, but they didn't ask each
other out to dinner.

“He just shook my hand and
dldn't say anything,” sald Camp-
bell. “I didn’t expect much more.”

IN ONE OF the Detroit newspa-
pers Sunday, Herb made it clear he
is no fan of CC or Campbell. Camp-
bell said he had a chance lo say
samething in return, but chose not
to.

“They were totally unclmy
comments Herb made,” sald
Campbell. “That mentality goes on -
a lat at Brother Rice. Both Detroft
papers were trying to get me tosay
bad things about Herb but 1
wouldn't do that, At CC, you're not

CC’s Campbell
wins singles title

tennis

taught to do that,

“Mlke Herb didn't need to be
provoked, he just went right out
and sald it.”

CC held this year's awards ban.
quet Tuesday. Campbell is gratefut
for the chance Garllcki gave him
four years ago, and this time, he
had no bold proclamations to
make. lnslkscnd he probably fust

said “'tha:

And Garlicki thanked him in re-

“Nol only Is he our best player,
but he's also team caplain and a
great example,” said Garlicky. “I
remember in the second set against
Herb, when he came over to me
during a timeout. I was golng to
give him some conching, when he
said, 'Could you send someone over
to the doubles match to see how
our other team is doing?’ He cares
so much about hls teammates.”
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