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Tax talk thrllls few OCC candldates

By Tim Richard
stalf writer

T'S a crowded ballot — 13 peo-
ple seeking two posis on the

Oakland Community Coltege
Board of Trustees,

Eleven eandldates last week fleld-
cd questions on a proposed tax in-
crease, thelr involvement with the
two-year college and what they see
as prioritics in the six-year terms for
which they are runaing.

In the audience were 13 members
of the Farmlnglon branch of the

of U
Women and guests, OCC board mem-
bers are clected at the same time as
Tocat school boards next Monday.

Q. Chancellor R, Stephen Nichol-
son has floated out the Iden of asking
a second mill of property tax fn a
couple of years, Your reaction?

Marcta Van Creveld, 53, a real es-
Late assoclate broker from Farming-
ton Hills, promised to keep “an open
mind. Before going to the taxpayers,
we should look to other resources.”

Lucius Theus, 66, retired Afr
Force general, business consultant
and member of several civic boards,
said OCC should seek “efficlent use
of its resources. If the need Is there,
it {mlllage) should be supported.”

Gene Stanley, 57, Pontlac business
president, sald the argument that
“we've had one mill” for many years
“doesn’t hold water.' But he sald the
college necds to rejuvenate its aging
physleal plant,

Thomas Nelsen, 37, a potice offi-
cer who lives In Pontlac and owner
of several small businesses, sald
property values are rising and pro-
duciag “a big increase in the tax

Dnvld . Meldman, 34, a labor
and employment relations lawyer
from Wailed Lake, sald, “Perhaps by
1990 people may be wllitng to vote
for it. In Farmington, people are
against (more) taxes — with ex-
treme prejudice.”

Ralph V. Maranda, 57, Royal Oak
tencher and chalr of the Michigan
Education Assoclation's regional po-
litical action committee, called a tax
rate Increase “Inevitable,” though he
allowed that property tax refort by
the Legislature “could throw a dif-
ferent light on it

Michael R. Lewis, 33, a former
employce and student at OCC, sald,
“With all the there’s @

R. Blonde 4 Doynn

lot more taxes flowing in. You can't
shame the chancellor on this,” sald
Lewis, charging the chiefl exccutlve
had received pay increases totalling
50 percent In three years.

Hurtlcene Hardaway-Shepherd,
37, Pontiac city attorney and former
Southfleld resident, had “no informa-
tion” on the question and no discus-
sion with the chanceltor.

Davld Hackett, 64, Incumbent
board member from Rochester Hllls,
sald, “We may have lo ask for
more.” He sald the comparisons of
tax base to previous years were in-
valld because enroilment has gone
from 3,000 to 27,000, and faculty has
quadrupled, “It's best to be frugal,”
he added.

James Doyon, 41, a seven-term
Oakland County commissioner who
is golng fnto high school teaching,
said, “I'm going to take a very cold,
hard look"” at whether mare 18 need.
ed. Doyon sald he would insist on a
publicized plan for use of any new
money.

Richard Blonde. 33, an OCC stu-
dent who works as a Mlnhlgan Bell
analyst, sald he would “take a good,
hard look. If it's needed, I would

have Lo support it.”

Q. What ls your history of Involve-
ment with 0CC? How many meet-
ings of the OCC board of trustees
have yoo attended?

Richard Blonde said he has taken
§4 credit hours, s on one of the cam-
puses at least once a week, and has
attended the last ¢wo board meetings
and one spectal meeting.

James Doyon sald he was a Madl-
san Helghts neighbor and close
[rlnnd of thc late OCC trustee Earl

1ssnu wilh hlm< As o county com-
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. County staffers challenge

their bosses at

WO Oakland County office.
holders find members of
their statfs running
agalnst them,

Willlam M. Ecksieln, a Troy engi-
neer, wants to unseat 16-year-draln
commissioner George Kuhn in the
Aug. 2 Republican primary.

Eckstein, noting he was incorrect.
ly as a former

the polls

agolnst an Incumbent judge. An ex.
ception is George J. Fulkerson of
Bloom!leld Township.

He's taking on Prebale Judge San-
dra G, Stlver, appointed by Governor
Blanchard to fill the vacancy creat-
ed by the dowafall of John J.
O'Brien,
m’rhe winner on Nov. 8 will fil) out

of

in

an early news story, sald, T am cur-
rently employed at the drain office.
In add(tion to recclving $400,000 as a
selllement for my two lawsuits
against the county, there was also a
consent judgment, agreed upon by
the county, that {reats me as an em-
ployee wilh continuous service since
1968, In other words, I have been at
the draln office for almost 20 years
~ longer than the incumbent, by the
way."

To Kubin, the chief challenge is not
Ecksteln but cleaning the Rouge

veT,

“It Is absolutely essential that our
offlce play a major role. in particu.
lar the ptanning phase, to keep the
costs down since It's estimaled at
over $900 milllon. With financlal
bonding, the cost is estimated at $1.8
billion.”

Phillp R. Marcuse, a deputy coun-
ty clerk who lives in Huntington

Woods, is running for Lthe Democrat.
ic to face b In-

'Brien’s term, He
resigned after his federal conviction
for credit applleation fraud.

Meanwhile, the race for an open
probate judgeship has attracted

omas M. Brennan, a Troy resident
who practices probate law in the
Utica firm of Brennan, Matranga,
Cross and Carmody. Brennan, not to
be confused with the former state
Supreme Court justice of the same
name, Is 42 years old and a past
president of the Sterling Heights
Area Chamber of Commerce,

There definitely will be a primary

in this non-part!san race, to winnow
the field from five to two.

Candidate Joan E, Young has tak-
en a leave of absence from her job as
Clreut Court administrator for the
duratlon.

The winner Nov. 8 will succeed re-
tiring Judge Norman R. Barnard.

OAKLAND YOUNG Republicans’
Pomlul Action Committee will hold

cumbent Lyon D, Allen.

“I feel that after 20 years of Re-
pubtican officeholders, the voters of
Qakland County are ready for a
change," sald Marcuse, who also has
run for county commissioner and
state senator and actively supported
presidentlal candidate Mlichael Du-
kakis.

A Unlversity of Michigan gradu-
ate, Marcuse said he ha done gradu-
ate work In management science at
the University of Southern Californla
and completed a computer program-
ming course.

Marcuse sald he bas been looking
to this race for 18 months, He will
have a Democratie primary chal-
lenge from attorney Dlana Trivax of
Birmingham,

FEW ATTORNEYS want to run

night at 7:30 p.m. Mon-
dny, June 13, in Machus Sly Fox, 725
§. Hunter, Birmlnghnm

HOME FREE s Court of Appeals
Judge Willlam R, Beasley of Bir
mingham. He has no opposition in el-
ther the primary or general election.

That makes him happy because
“the work of the court i3 far to0 im-
portant for selection of new judges
to be made by accldent out of igno-
rance of the candldates' quallfica-
tions."*

Beasley was ‘an Oakland circult
Judge until 1976, when Governor Mil-
liken appointed him to the appeals

court.

Two new Court of Appeals judge-
ships have attracted a dozen candl-
dates, however, The 2nd District in-
cludes Oakland and 14 other south-
ern and eastern Michigan counties.

Court trains volunteers.

Oakland Probate Court will hold
iraining and orientation séssions for
volunteers who work with children
ages 816,

All sesslons are beld In the Pro-
bate Court conference on the second
fioor of the Oakland County Court.

house, 1200 N. Telegraph, Pontlac.
Pattl Reedy, volunteer coordinator,
can be contacted during business
hours at 858-0041 for information on
the program.

Dates and times are 7-9 p.m. Mon-
days, June 13 and 20.

Doyon sald he has ap-

D. Hackett M. Lewls

proved funds for the police academy
OCC operates. He attended Henry
Ford Community College, and his
wlife teaches at Macomb CC.

David Hackett said he tries to be
on campus “as a citizen as often as
ible . . . I move around to see
what people do." He told of discover
ing an unauthorized dump site on one
campus and of monitoring trees and
wlildllfe.

Hurticene Hardaway-Shepherd
has a law degree from the Universi-
ty of Michigan and has taken “per-
sonal development" classes at OCC.

Michael Lowis said he served on
two selectlon commlttees — one for
the Orchard Ridge campus and one
for the college presidency — and has
attended about 20 board meetings.
He referred to Earl Anderson as
“‘my buddy.”

Ralph Maranda, the Royal Oak
teacher, sald he had “no involve-
ment” with the college and had not
attended a board meetlng. He at-
tended HFCC when it was called
Dearborn CC and had sent students
to OCC.

D. Meldman

G. Stanley

Davld Meldman sald he had taken
“fun courses” at OCC and added that
as a trustee he could help in labor-
management relations.

‘Thomas Nelson sajd he had at.
tended meetings with the chancellor
and had “a dozen contacts with the
adminlstration,”

Gene Stanley sald he has done con-
tract work for the college, has taken
courses, and used OCC as an employ-
er (in his storage business). His wife
has an associate degree from OCC
and one child attended. Stanley sald
he has attended three trustees meet-
ings In the last six months and elght
over the years,

Luclus Theus said hc has attended
no board

L. Theus M. Vnn Crevnld

Richard Blonde: “Upgrade the
physlzal plant. Equipment Is anti-
quated.”

James Doyon: Northwestern Oak-
land Is unserved. The Highland
Lakes Campus needs upgrading.

David Hackett: Some buildings are
20 years old and need malntenance
and repalr,

Hurticene Hardaway-Shepherd:
Assure. there Is adequate equipment,
particularly at the Auburn Hills
Campus where high-tech programs
are offered.

Michae) Lewls: Talk of 2 millage
increase Is bothersome. A lot would
be spent on ‘marketing’ the millage
to voters.” Downtown development

with administratars,” hul lectured in
and abserved classes.

Marcla Van Creveld sald she has
attended no meetings but has taken
classes at the Orchard Ridge Cam-
pus.

Q. What specific, single area of 0CC
concerns you mosi? What changes
would you like to make?

and tax Increment fl-
nancing authorities in places like Au-
burn Hills have been misused, take
tax revenue from the college and
give it to buslnesses (in the form of
road work).

Ralph Maranda: The college must
teach not only vocational programs
but also liberal arts because “that’s
why colleges were invented in the
first place.”

E. Gon2slez B. Pearlman

Davld Meldman: Students should .
get their security not just from the |

speelfic jobs for which they were
prepared but from the skills they ac-
quire.

Thomas Nelson: A hig Improve-
ment Is needed in equipment and

roofs.
Gene  Stanley:
physical plant.
Luclus Theus: Continue to assess

Equipment

and’

and reassess the quality of _educa-

tion,

Marcia Van Creveld: “I agree with
everything that has been said and
would ask, ‘Why have they (plant and
equipment needs) not been taken
care of?”

NOT ATTENDING the forum

were Edith Gonzalez, Troy school

board member, and Ben Pearlman,

restaurant owner and former teach- |

er.

Gonzalez said she was occupied by

tenure hearings in her district.

Pictures of Hurticene Hardaway- |

Shepherd, Ralph
‘Thomas Nelson were unavailable.
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