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Census office ready for '90, opens doors

By Tim Richard
stell writer

Offlelally, the U.S, Census wilt be
taken Aprit 1 of 1990,

In practice, the hcadcount of
America’s S0 states and territories
takes 2% years of preparation and
two more years of analysis,

“Our undercount has been declin-
ing,” sald a pleased Ross Forbes, a
26-year veteran of the decennlal
count. He s asslstant manager of a
Regional Census Center in Southfield
which will serve Michigan, Ohlo and
West Virglnia,

‘THE PUBLIC can see a lot of that

the Census Bureau'’s 20,000 square
feet of offices. Visit Sulte 200 of
27300 Eleven Mile Road Is just a hop
cast of Inkster Road.

Regional director Dwight Dean,
other federal officlals and Southficld
Mayor Don Fracassi will cut a rib-
bon at 3 p.m.

To marketers and scholars, the
most important room Is right near
the entrance — a reading room with
p:{nphleu and books that are avail-
able.

The census office is hiring, too.

“The butk of our staffing starts a
year to n 1% years in advance,” sald
Forbes,

THE SOUTHFIELD office Is a

satellite of the downtown Detrolt
head ‘where a

staff conducts continulng surveys on
health, income, jobs and crime,

_ Ten years ago, the prep work done
by Dean, Forbes and Robert Peter-
sen, another asslstant manager, also
was done In Detrolt,

But the Eleven Mile site was
plcked because the map-making and
address list jobs are bigger and less
centralized.

Forbes marvels at'the computer-
ized map-making.

“THIS IS ONE of 13 census cen-
ters in the U.S,,” Forbes said. “There
are a total of 43 distrlct offices In
those three states.

“This Is the management center.
We do all of the map preparatlon.
We train all the management level
staff {7-10 per office), a total of
about 300,

“We find space for the district of-
flces. All the payrell werk comes
irom this office. We're the computer
center for all."

At the peak, 125 workers wlll staff
the reglonal center,

BECAUSE 95 percent of Ameri-
cans will reply to the census by mail,
the bureau must have absolutely ac-
curate addresses and maps,

‘Those facts are stored on comput-
er tape and updated, updated, updat-
cd. Two or three shifts of geogra.

phers, computer specialists and cler-
ical people wlll do this work.

The census folks are consclous not
only of public relations but local
[ relations. Popul
figures are (ranslated Into congres-
sional and legislatlve representation
— and into a horde of federal grant
programs. There have been lawsuits
over alleged undercounting in the

as!

4.
“Local communities will have a

chance to do local reviews,” Forbes
said of the maps and lists.

AS THE DISTRICT offices are
added, the Census Bureau will hire
600 to 1,000 enumerators, malnly Jo-
cal housewives seeklng part-time
work.

Each enumerator will be responsi-

ble for a mapped area with about
400 housing units in It.
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Recharge s
U.s. Cars

With 20%-40% savings on all Gorman’s

leather furnishings.
It's more than just a great leather sale.
It’s at Gorman’s—one of the great resources
for leather furniture and furnishings. Save on
leather sofas, loveseats, chairs, ottomans. Choose
from a myriad of imported and domestic leathers

' in a beautiful array of styles and colors, many
in stock for immediate delivery. Even -
special orders are sale-priced, Traditional,
transitional or contemporary...Gorman’s
is versatile cnough to satisfy your tastes.
And, as always, Gorman's interior designers
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The animals at the Michigan
Humane Society will do any-

thing § rt because, -

will be on hand to help you create your own fn;"rga:;’;’,“é;“m"'f’;.s oy m"?;

leather look, at no charge, chance they have.

" Animals give so unseifishly,
0 ’ they're begging you to do

. the same.

GORIMIBIAS i,
k!

THE STATE OF THE CONTEMPORARY ART. CLASSIC STYLES THAT SPAN THE CENTURIES. 401 Guyser r. Detot M1 48211

Southfield: Telc, atl2 M]jl; ﬁmzég&?s&ﬁg m;mw Bigégciag;:‘ n‘l: g‘mlg r'ivf::honc: 649-2070 m

i : Monda! ‘il 9. m: 2
gf&'s%?)"él'}%%ﬁ'v. % Thurcay v . Across frot, Faui! e iall * Phane: 336-0 Westtand :

Open Daily 1010 6; Monday, Thusc., © Friday *til 9. 721-7300 d o
Sunday 2103, ©1988 GORMAN'S

DEARBORN  TROY + SOUTHFELD's GRAND RAPIDS




