AAIR)

O&LE Monday, June 13, 1968

Deal
expected appeals

Hills deluged with tax appeals

Continued from Paga 1

tncrease. Thoy thought something
was wrong."

An assessment is a value placed
on property for tax purposes. An as-
sessment should be approximately
50 percent of market value — the
usual selllng price — as required by
aw.

OF THE 712 resid: 1 appeals,
the review board granted reductions
to 266 totallng $1.29 milllon. The
board also granted $1.22 millllon in
53 of the total 82 hardship cases ap-
pealed.

“Assessments are tie-barred 1o the
market,” Babb said. “If the market
is growing, the assessments ulti-
mately will refleet that market.”

fluctuate uvp and
down because market values change
almost anoually,

Anger was prevalent among

DESPITE THE majority of resi-
dental appeals, $10.7 million of the
total $14.4 million In reductions
were given to commercial and indus-
trial property owners.

“A lot of (commerclal) property
the year before was reduced. But the
board of review has jurisdiction for
only one year so the assessment au-

elr assess-
ments. But as statistics bear out, the
strength of the housing market is too
apparent to provide assessment re-
ductlons in a majority of the residen-
tial appeals, Babb sald,

goes back up {thls
year).” Babb said.

Based on data presested by com-
merclal and Industrial property
owners, the ‘“economics haven't
changed.” Many commercial

Farmington
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appeats P com-
plexes, the owners of which provided
data showing high vacancy rates.
Apartment complexes were
among those hardest hit in 1987
when commercial and Industrial as-
sessments were increased an aver-
age 35 percent followlng a major
reappraisai by the Oakland County
Equallzation Division, Babb said.
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C and prop-
erty assessments “are far more so-
phisticated than resldenttal” and in-
volve factors such as Income, mar-
ket sales and costs,

Seniors may be eligible for tax relief

By Joanno Maliszowsk|
stat writer

Older Farmington Hills residents’
concerns last week about increasing
property tax assessments and their
fnability to keep pace with Yupples'
ability to pay big dollars for housing
did nat go unheard.

There’s a lot of sympathy but few-
er hard-fast solutions to what ap-
pears to be a growing financial
schism between older or longterm
restdents who bought their homes at
lesser prices and the often shocking
prices now paid by younger, upward-
ly mobile residents.

But some help is available for old-
er residents in the form of the state
Homestead credit and appealing to
the board of review for hardship,
sald assessor Dean Babb.

The 1973 Homestead Property
Tax Relief Act provides a way for

The 1973 Homestead Properly Tax
Relief Act provides a way for taxpayers
to link property tax to household
income as a means of making the tax
system fairer, Farmington Hills
assessor Dean Babb said.

Known as the “circult breaker,” it
Is a device through which tazpayers
can recelve a credit for an amount
of thelr property tax that exceeds a
certain percentage of houschold in-
come for the year. Among those eli-
glble for the circuit breaker are sen-
tor citizens age 65 or older or survive
Ing spouses of taxpayers who would

bave been 65 prior to Dee. 31 of any
given year, Babb said,

“EVEN IF the senlor doesn't have
to pay lncome tax, they can still file
for this credlt,” said Babb.

Two years ago, the state began au-
tomatic mailing of the homestead
credit forms to senior cilizens, The

forms also are available at city hall
and post offices. But they must be
filled out.

Under the homestead act, senior
cltizens can be granted a credit
when property taxes cxceed 3.5 per-
cent (If houschold income exceeds
$6,001) of thelr household income
with a maximum rebate of $1,200.

For example, Mr, and Mrs. Tax-
payers’ houschold income in 1987
was $6,500, They are to pay $300 in
property tax, Under the. program,
they must pay $227.50 of thelr taxes
and will be refunded $572.50. “The
key Is 3.5 percent of your income,”
Babb sald.

Senlor cltizens earnlng less than
$20,000 annually also can also file
for a deferment of summer property
tax collection untll the {following
Feb. 15 If their household income in
the prior taxable year dld not exceed

$20,000, Babb sald.

Senlor citizens may alse appeal
thelr property tax assessments to
the annual board of revlew, 1f eligi-
ble, senior citizens can file for hard-
ship or the inabllity to pay.

“Thelr (senlor citizens) tax bill is
such that $1,200 (maximum home-
stead credit) is not enough. The
board can adjust the assessment to
compensate It. You can set the as-
sessment so they can maximize the
clreuit breaker,” Babb said.
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Unlock

your child’s ¢
learning
potential.

Huntington Learning Center has the key to help
your child excel [n 53100].

From preschool through high schoo), we hel
your child reach his full potential with Individual-
tzed tutoring in:

Reading - Math + Writing « Study Skills - SATACT prep

taxpayers to link property tax to
houscheld income as a means of
making the tax system fairer, Babb
said,
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Where Quality Costs ||
You Less!

*$200° REBATE
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BREAKFAST

AUTOCAD SEMINAR

Corporate docision makets are
invited 10 join us on June 16, 1988 a1
9:00 am 10 $9@ our hands on deman-
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sirations of AutoCAD Roloase 9. '
8 wengrneEiay Braaktastinclodas an assortmantof —— L o . Eﬂ;‘f!“ Stipaoe The personal attention and helﬁ your child receives from our
INETALLLD AND ALsnG B p ‘mutling and ’____ang,_‘._‘ oS oun | TR REEOR =i || &Coriton certified teachers will motivate him to succeed in school for
'

years to come, giving him the Educational Edge®

RASOA AS Cotfon, 193 and cold fruit juices will
$1250% s | bo zorved. i L [ y Call the Huntingon Learning Center nearest you today.
assic Interiors
a7 17 M p resareations, call William at: Middlebeh at 14 Mile

FARMINGTON HILLS

THE HUNTINGTON LEARNING CENTER'

Today's Computer Business Contor
(LI EFEH
Authorizad AUloCAD Dealer

Wasting 3 \AB/ coniing, tnc.
Garden City
427-8812

- 20292 Middlebelt, Livonia * South of 8 Mile
474-6900

Canton Township
881-5600

Mon., Thurs., Fri. 9:30-9:00, Wed., Sat. 9:30-5:30 .

caters to
you.

Now you can have food delivered to
your home free that's every bit as
good as you would make,
Broasted chicken that's crispy.
Succulent barbequed ribs. Pasta
dishes, Tasty seafoods, Pizza with
all the trimmings, And much more.
And when you order a dinner for
two or a large pizza, you geta free
anlipasto salad that's worth $5,
Now you don't have to feel gulity
when you don't have time to cook.
Jus_l call Orlando's, We eater to you,

| FREE
i ANTIPASTO |
| SALAD, I
§ Mrenyouorderdonrstor
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PURITAN
SPORT SHIRTS

You'll look as good as you fee] when
you wear this attractive sport shirt
{rom PURITAN.

With Ils easy-care polysster/catton
blend, you know the quality Is sewn In
becauss It's made by PURITAN.

So for long wear and easy care look to
PURITAN. In a wide variety of colorful
patterns - at lhese atfordable prices,
you'll want more than onel

Reg. from $18.00

20% OFF .

NEWBURGH PLAZA
Six Mile at Newburgh Road
591-9244

OPEN: Monday-Friday 10-9, Saturday 106
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