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Camp offers students
scientific retreat, 3A
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HE didn't mince any
words.
Inurglng feilow
councll members to be

wary of any tax burden that
might overwhelm the city’s
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Hills OKs budget mlllage hike

By Casay Hans and
Joanne Maliszewski
staff wrllers

Farmington Hiils voters will pay
less than a quarter-mill tax rate in-
crease thls year to support a $24
milllon budget for 1988-89,

The city cduncll voted 6-1 to ap-
prove the millage rate increase and
new budget. But councliwoman Jean
Fox said Monday she was opposed to
any Increase. She advocaled retain-
Ing the same tax rate of 8.2 mills be-
cause residents already will pay
maore through rising property vatues,

“When assessments go up so dra-
mntlcnlly." she sald, “It behooves re-
city officials to carcfully

clderly, Jean
Fox said June 6: “"We should not
be in the business of driving
senior citizens out of the homes
they've lived In all of these
years just because their
neighbors are making an
ungodly profit on their homes.
“There has got to be some
Justice in soclety so that people
who've flnally gotten to
retirement can enjoy thl
retirement in the envlranmem
they worked to get.
Fox's comments came In the
“wake of a now-approved .2-mill
tax rate increase, which city
manager William Costick said
was nceded to maintain the
same level and quality of
municipal services in 1888-89.

LOOKING back into
history — Did you know
electricity came to Farmington
in 1911 and telephone service in
19147

Quote of the week

6 I don't buy the super-
sensitive nature of Drake
Road. It's curvey, that's all. 1
do have a problem spending -

an extra $80,000. 9

— Farmington Hills councllman

- Ben Marks, in votlng to award a
Drake Road paving contract to
the low bidder (sce story this
page).

what’s inside

consider the tax rate levied. Even
keeping the rate stable means an ex-
tra §$2.3 mllilon In revenue for city
colfers.”

The,tax rate increase is the result
of what city manager Willlam Cos-
tick calls a “budget dilemma.” The
ity faces revenue losses and signifie
cant cost increases entering the new
fiscal year, which beglns July 1,

The $24 miilion budget Is a 6.5
percent Increase over the previous

Farmington Community Library director Bev~

‘When assessments go
up so dramatically, it
behooves responsible
city officials to
carefully consider the
tax rate levied. Even
keeping the rate stable
means an exira $2.3
million in revenue for
cily coffers,’

— Jean Fox
councilwoman

year's $21.9 million budget, It will be
supported by 9.4 mills, That's a
.1418-mill increase over this past
year's 9.258 levy,

‘The average taxpayer who owns a

.$125,000 house, assessed at $62,500,

who paild $578 in clty taxes in 1987-
88, will pay $587 this year. This

erly Papai {lelt) and library assistant Maureen branch,

Library bill before Senate
would allow taxing power

By Joanne Mllluovukl

- staf! writer

"ll would all:ow aulanrlty status,
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Some believe the time has come
for the growing Farmington Com-
munity Library to stand on its own
and directly ask taxpayers for finan-
clal support.

Senaln bill 896 might allow just
that if, and when, it passes muster in
the state Leghlamm sometime this
fall, Spoluored by Sen. Harmon
Cropsey, R-Decatur, the bill would
allow established district lbrarfes,
such as the Farmington Commuully
Library, Independence as a tax-levy-
Ing authority.

House candldate campaigns full time

to Brolherton with his “down-home,. -

[J election ’BB. 88

This is the second in a series
profiling each of the rix candi-
dater running for the 69th Dis.

trict state House seat. Their posi-*
ic issu

te Constitu-
UUn. without naklng (the electorate)
for It," Ibrary director Beverly Pa-

pai sal

The blll however, would requlm a
publle vnt.o on requests for a maxi-
mum 2 mills operating levy and In
the case of the two-branch Farming-
ton system, a n:quul for a bond is-
sue to expand the 12 Mile Hills
branch.

‘The bIll also would change tha
number of members on the Ubrary
board of trustees and perhaps how
they are selected.

“[ think the time has come to sub-

¢ on spe: C]
* will be detaded in upcoming cov.

erage.

By Cassy Hans
staff writer

the umpll a trall,
‘The 32-year-old Republican Is tak-

Ing-a hard-working, but low-key ap-

REALESTAYE SECTION proach to his bid for the §9th District
7 Michael Bouchard ls taking his seat, which will bo vacated this year
pnneyony | gEmeetainehe b Rod i
job 23 a Farmington, who is retiring,
AND THURBDAY I88UE Bl Townshlp pollcﬂ officer hard, who is Bcverly Hills Village
[* and 13 his d; Counct 1 pi p himselt

doesn’t include taxes levied by
Farmington Publle Schools, Oakland
Intermedinte School Distriet, Oak-
land County and Qakland Communi-
ty College,

THE PROBLEM facing the city
this year is:

SPTEIREAY

. \ g -
RANDY BORST/stalf pholographer

Baugh at the circulation desk of the Hills

mit it -to voter partleipa ll in light
of thelr (Ubrary officals) plan In the
1980s to expand the library (the 12
Mlle branch),” Farmington Hills city
maoager Wlllhm Costlck said.

'l'llE PROPOSED more than $2.5

n expansion of the 12 Mile

hm:ch could be the catalyst for re.

viving the library’s historic quelt for
independence, The cities of

Ington and Farmington Hills m um

library's primary financing source.

SB 898 would clarify the state's
current District Library Act of 1955.

Please turn to Page 4

lald-back, but effective” approach.

“ dun'th :;l: tobe lntnnlva. butI
waat to
doornups asl m." he sald, "M’m;:z
ority is to b

d ldldno‘:kd lthn all, Id
and say ve

like to be part .of mm’ that
emmmmpmmmm

Bouchard's priorities” Include yo-
vamping of & “revolving door” crim-
ina] justico system, enhancing the

@ loss of more than $1 miilion in
revenue hecause of the lack of a
$580,000 surplus to carry over into
the new year,

. decmulng building permit fees
of $325,000, and

® ellmination of federal shared
revenues totaling $112,000,

After reading a prepared state-
ment Monday night, Fox was chal.
lenged by fellow councll members to
detail where she would cut the budg-

et

She safd she could not, adding that
“mine Is a philosophical objection.
This Is the kind of thing the Headlee
(Tax Limitation) ‘Amendment was
supposed to stop, In any budget of
$24 million . . ., there are places to
cut”

IN PREVIOUS years, the city had
a surplus that was used to help bal-

On the other side of the ledger, the
city faces significant increases for
refuse disposal, which will cost the
clty about $1.5 million this year.

There are also additional costs in
pollee services, property assessment
administration and employee health
benefits,

The city's debt retirement millage
also shows an Inerease in the coming
year because of the clty's $7 milllon
general obligation bonds for the
three-year road imgmvemcnt pro-
gram.

The new budget re{lects Increases
for malntenance and operating costs
for the city's new parks system, in-
cluding the 210-acre, nature-oriented

Heritage Park and the 15 -acre,
youth-athletic Ploneer Park.

AN AVERAGE 4-percent salary
Increase for employees, including

ance the budget the 8 year.
There Is no surplus this year.

And although officlals expect a
$325,000 decrease in bullding fee
revenues thls year, the workload
hasn't followed sult, so dld not allow
cuts n personnel costs, city manager
Willtam Costick said.

most heads, is included
In the new budget.

Additional personnel are budget-
¢d, Including:

® two police offlcers, one specifl-
cally for traffic enforcement, and

Please turn to Page 2

Incumbents win
thin school vote

O Walled Lake, C'ville
electlion resuits, 10A
0CC olaction rosults, 7A

By Casey Hans
atalf writer

College professor James Aber-
netby and longtime school trustee
Helen Prutow will each serve anoth-
er four-year term on the F:

the most votes with 378, followed
closely by Incumbent Prutow with
357, Newcomer Jacob trailed with
183, or 20 percent of the vote,

A surprise writeln candldate,
Roxcr M. Lyon, recelved four votes.

ENTERING HIS second term on
the board, Abernethy 13 looking for-
ward (o a number of changes in the
district, including the bullding of a
new eleme)ntary sd:oul and neces-

school board.

Each defeated challenger Bruce
Jacob In Monday's annual school
election by nearly a 2-1 margln, ac-
cording to an unofficial vote count
from the Farmington district.

The election drew a meager turn-
out of only 565 peaple, or 1.1 percent
of the district's 50,021 registered

voters.
Incumbent Abernethy garncred,

in other
He credlis Monday's incumbent
wins, and the low voter turnout, to
an overall satisfaction with the way
the district Is operating,

“I think the extremely low turnout
represents a feellng on the part of
the community that things are in or-
der,” he sald, “There was no nced to
come out and vote.”

Pleasa turn to Pago 2

Drake Road paving
given to low bidder

By Cassy Hans
stalf writer

Altention was drawn — again —
to a historic,. winding portion of
Drake Road this week, as Farming.
ton Hills city officlals debated just
which contractor should work on the
scenie stretch,

In a split vote Monday, Fanulng~
ton Hills City Council members
awarded the $1.17 mlltion did for
work on Drake, between 11 Mile and
1-898, to the low bidder, P & R Con-
tracting of Rochester. An adminis.
tratlve - recommendation had re-
quested they do otherwise.

The decision may have been
prompted by téstimony from the
owner of the firm, Ricky Giannetti,
and his Farmington Hills attorney,
Bruce Lazar, who lpokc before coun-
cll Monday.

WHEN IT comes to fund-raising,

*“These people have substantlal ex-
perience,” Lazar sald, “They feel
personally Insulted. The bld was pub-
lished — the industry is being told
they're unqualified. That's a blttcr
plit to swallow.

“They've done nothing to dlsquali-
{y themselves, and they deserve this
contract as the low bldder.”

The “environmentally sensitive”
nature of the project prompted city
engineers and administrators to rec.
ommend a company that had experi~
ence as a primary contraclor on
similar jobs, although city charter
requires contracts be given to the
lowest bldder.

“WE FIND ourselves In a wsh.len
we don't like,” said Hills city mana-

ger Willlam Costick. “This is the,

Plensa tum to Page 2,

- Bouchard's view differs from thatof [

many candidates. “The more time I
put into raising funds, the Jess time
I'mmeeting people,” hesald. 5 -
Bouchard sdys he “finds it hard to
for meney” and will work.

state's

acn,

across-the-board look at education,

1
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