e farmington QObseruer

Jpinion

33203 Grand River/Farmington, M| 48024 Robert Skiar editor/477-5450

14A(F}

OLE  Thursdoy, Juna 16, 1888

Gioverning
‘Council elected to represent

WE DON'T subscribe to former
:Donn Wolf's position that Farmington Hills taxes
", should never be raised without a vote of the peo-
.ple.

" Wolf argues that the 10-mill property tax tmit

set by the charter commission 15 years ago does
«not mean “you can juggle figures and laws
- .around to impose a tax on our restdents without
“their express approval.”
[*" His argument came in a position statement
opposing Farmington Hills' .14-mill. tax rate
boost to 9.4 mills for 1988-89. Last year, the
council lowered the tax rate by 1.1 mills.

A Republican candidate for the Oakland Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners 27th District seat,
representing most of the Farmington area, Wolf
ably talks up conservatism in municipal budget-
ing.

But lis reasoning doesn’t mesh with what we

call representative democracy.

" Council members are elected to represent

-.their constituency as outlined by the city charter,
The responsibility includes setling a yearly tax
rate up to the 10-mill limit, which passed muster
when voters approved the charter.

The tax rate is levied only after a hearing
where residents can stand up and say, “Show me

‘why. despite increasing revenue from rising
property assessments, you still need to raise the
tax rate?"
TO BETTER prepare residents for asking
tough questions like that, we urge the council to
better publicize budget study sessions, As coun-
cilman Aldo Vagnozzi put it, “That's where the
information comes in on the rationale for the
various budget items.” .
In its wisdom when 15- or 20-mill tax rate
limits were the rage, Farmington Hills’ charter
commission set a 10-mill maximum. Because of
the Headlee Tax Limitation Amendment, that’s
now stightly lower,
" The low tax rate limit acts as a hedge against
-unbridled taxation in a city where property as-

sessments, the other key in determining actual
. taxes. are rising relentlessly in many neighbor-
hoods.

and fireworks. Colorful, majestic, booming
emingly cascade from the heavens to
and glee of adults and children alike.
4-% But the fireworks are not just beautiful, they
-sare also high explosive shells that are propelled
[-:by the force of gunpowder. They are dangerous
Kyand require extreme caution,
[z Yet in Michigan, it can be argued that the laws
[sgoverning the use of firecrackers such as cherry
ombs and M-80s are more restrictive than those
<governing major fireworks shows. In reality
there are no restrictions other than those placed
~by individual communities when preparing for a
Fourth of July show.
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A BILL introduced by Sen. Fred Dillingham,
R-Fowlerville, would change that. Dillingham,
who lives in Livingston County to the west, first
nireduced similar legislation when he was in the
<House. His action came after a teenager was
killed when a Brighton fireworks shetl misfired

ind landed in 2 crowd. The tragic irony of the
. death was that the girl was attending the show

her father had i her that a mu-
d-nicipal show was safer than an unregulated and

Allegal fireworks display planned by 2 neighbor,

=4 Dillingham's bill (SB 183) is a start in that il

Firoworks are colorful, majestic and danger-
ous, But there aro no restrictions other than
those placed by individual communities when
preparing for a Fourth of July show.

C i bers are elected to
represent their constituency as
outlined by the city charter. The
responsibility includes setting a
yearly tax rate up to the 10-mill
limit, which passed muster when
volers approved the charter.

If assessments tail off and service costs climb,
the city could face the prospect of a tax rate
higher than 10 mills to balance its budget. But a
popular vote would have to precede any change
in the tax rate limit.

THAT'S THE beauty of the city charter, It
gives the councit leeway to raise or lower the tax
rate only within a prescribed limit,

Council members are elected by and serve at
the pleasure of the voters. Thelr charge is o
make decisfons on Laxation and services for the
cntire city — Yuppies, seniors, the low Income.

The quickest way to fight an unjustified tax
increase, and guard against similar acts of mis-
feasance, is to send the rascals packing in the
next city election.

Looking back, meager .turnouts at budget
hearings and council clections scem to under-
score that most of the 68,000 residents betieve
their city leaders do act responsibly in planning
the yearly budgel and tax rate. )

We can't belicve thal the meager turnouts,
amid the hue and cry over property assessments,
signal apathy.

So when only cight residents take the time to
speak out after weeks of coverage about city

ing. it's hard to late Insensitivity by
the budget preparers.

Give council members, your elected repre-
sentatives, flexibility in setting tax rates within
the charter limit. But hold them strictly account-
able for each year's levy.

Fireworks
: Tougher safety rules needed

Fireworks are not just beautiful,
they are also high-explosive
shells that are propelled by the
force of gunpowder. They are
dangerous and require extreme
caution.

encourages standards and would require those
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Keep campaign clean
for state House race

THEY OWE It to thelr pr
constituents to keep the race for
Farmington Republican Sandy
Brotherton’s state House seat
squeaky clean.

Already, tales of one camp trying
to discourage another from running

Bob
sklar

Michael Bouchard, Jan

Dolan, Mike Sarafa and Pavl Welday

and Democrats John Dolan and Ken-
neth Murray.

They should look for somcone

strong enough to withstand Incessant

pressure from oppartunists and lob-

have surfaced. At least one candle
date has had a car publicizing his
candidacy vandalized.

Given our 's
on cultural awarcness, it would be
hypocrisy if ethniclty and age, easy
potential targets, become Issues.

So far, political lawn signs, which
some of the six candldates are using,
have survived intact. A grass-roots
tradition in American politics, let's
hope they don't incur the wrath of *
vandals.

Bluntly put, there's no place for
sniping in the campalga to replace
Brotherton, retiring after 14 years
as alawmaker,

INSTEAD OF mancuvering o trip
up an opponent, I'd urge the candl-
dates and thelr committees to con-
centrate on ssues: taxation, public
school [flnancing, educational re-

g way Imp
health care, small business needs,

uthity r criminal justice

bylsts peddling speclal interests to
carn a paycheck or score pelitical

points,
They should look for someone long
n Jead

reform, right to die men-
tal health, regionallsm, drug en.
forcement.
I'd much rather hear what they
have to say about.uwse things than
s

and vigor — and short on potltlca’l
debts.

MEANWHILE, JUST because it's
a

about an strate
egy, financial support, family heri-
tage or politica) ambitions,

Nalve they're not. Voters have the
smarts to figure out what's the cata-
Iyst for a candidate for the $39,831-
a-year state House seat.

They know a legltimate candidate
when they see one — namely, some-
one more Interested in representing
a constituency than jn advancing a
political career.

AS THE Observer editorialized on
March 24, voters should slce
through the politicking in sizing up

vote, don’t pooh-pooh
the primary.

With contested Republican and
Democratic races, each vote will
matter. What's more, the district Is
heavily Republlcan so victory In
August on the GOP side will be a gl-
ant stride toward election In Novem-

So in planning summer vacations,
voters should make it their business
to vote Tuesday, Aug. 2 — either in
person or by abseatee ballot. Don't
let & scant turnout declde who will
be this community's next state rep-
resentative, .
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Tax increase
is not needed

To the editor:
Farmington Hills is Indeed In &
very fortunate position. With an
1

who shoot fireworks to pass a test ad

ed
by the Michigan State Police. But il does not go
nearly far enough and, whal's worse, it seems as
though the bill is getting little serious attention.
Stringent measures are needed for several
reasons: the safely of those attending fireworks
displays; the safety of those shooting off the fire-
works; and the continuation of an American
tradition dating to the birth of the nation, If fire-
warks are not safe, insurance costs alone will
conlinue to thin the ranks of fireworks displays.

A MAJOR problem is the experience of those
firing the shells. Some companies that run fire.
works shows provide comprchenslve training:
but since the bulk of fireworks displays comes
only once a year, there is always the danger that
inexperienced help are answering a cattle call
for employment,

A tesl by itself is not sufficient. Such a test is
required [n Ohio and is disdained by some major

I there, Includ A Fireworks,
which is in charge of the July Fourth display
from the Delroit River, A spokesman there tells
of a woman who had never fired off a shell but
who still scored 95 percent on the test. Book
learning just isn't enough, he sald.

A state flreworks law needs to set specific
standards that define at least these jitems: quality
of shells, pyrotechnic training for those running
the show, direction of shells, trajectory of shells,
and location and distance of audience. The law
also needs to ensure that those firing the shells
have practical experience and can judge compe-
tently such changing tactors as wind conditions.

There also needs te be clearcut directions for
when a show should be suspended. The shell that
killed the glr! in Brighton was the second shell to
misfire that night.

Finally, there needs to be rellable record-
keeping centered in the state's Fire Marshal of[-
fce. Right now it is difficult if not impossible to
track down fireworks-related injuries.

Fireworks are rightfully enjoyed by many as a
celebration of the nation’s birth, The state Legis.
lalure needs 1o move promptly to ensure that the
celebration does not carry unnecessary risks.

-gT g now up to
78,000, and continued expansion of
business and office firms, as well as
untoward multiple and condominium
developments, we are the envy of
many of our neighbors.

Indeed our state equalized value,
upon which taxes are levied, has in-
creased in just one year from $1.5
billion to $1.776 billion, an Increase
of $250 million. This puts our city
third or fourth highest {n increased
SEV in the state, a position unheard
of for hundreds of other municipali-
ties In Michigan.

Part of this increass in SEV In the
clty came from mxﬁldﬂ Anmmuﬂ ents
10-15 percent oo ential proper-
ty In the city. Indeed, some Individu-
als found themselves with a 20 per-
cent Increase,

en assessments go up so dra-
matically, It behooves responsible
city officlals to carefully consider
the tax rate levy, which I the other
50 percent of the city's annual tax
blll to the citizens it serves,

1 question tha statement that che
city budget cannot be balanced at
7.9644 operating mills.

It would seem to me as just one
councilman the city could keep the
millage at last year's rate of 9.25
mills instead of rajsing It to the pro-

posed 9.4,

Even keeplng the rate stable
means an extra $2.3 million in reve.
nues to the city coffers. Because of

cent higher county and schoal taxes,
which also go up because of the in-
crease in assessed valuations.

My own taxes will go up $80 for
Farmington Hills alone in 1989,
While I might well feel the city is
worth this, there are many of our cit-
lzens who do not share this view.

int.

Therefore, I would urge ry fellow
councilmen to be prudent to at least
keep the millage level at the same
rate as 1988 If they are unwilling to
lower it to offset the rising asscss.
ments In this eity.

Jean Fox, conncliwoman,
Farmington Hills

Spelling bees
— exploitative

To the editor:

Parcnts: Don't encourage your
children to get into a state or nation-
al spelling bee; they will be exploit-

ed.

b ‘The Natlonal Speuu:II g Beo i3 run
y newspapers whose top manage-

ment feels that it ls good publicity,

but it explolts the children.

Innocent students study and grind
for months, even years, working on
esoteric, technical, never-heard-of
words which always constitute the
final rounds of state or national

pelling bees. These are words the *

2
students will never use.

Forty-nine out of the 50 contest.
ants go home frustrated and disap-
mdtfd. Don't let this happen to your

missed by Mlchigan contestants in
the recent Natlonal Spelling Bee:

# lithophilous — (growing In sto-
ny places)
¢ immittance — (archaic: a send-

® calyculus — (a cup-shaped
structure} .

Spelling bees are for drudges,
grinds, for the non-creative. Cre-
atlve, wble, alert kids do not enter
spelling bees because they have
much better use for thelr time. They
see that the rewards, educational or
financial, do not stack up to the lm-
mense time investment demanded.

We don't have “arithmetic bees”
becausa our number system is regu-
lar. If we rdormrl;d our inconsiatent
spelling, these ridiculous spelling
bees would be outmoded and our
childrén could get on much fzster

with the important chalienges of ed-
ueation, |
Abraham F. Citrod,

Bloomfield Rllls

Fine coverage:
draws thanks

‘To the editor:
Thank you for the very fioe cover-

lxvayo&: have dv'en g: all-night

graduation es for

o0 igh schoots, Farming
Your efforts go a long way in

making the community aware of

what a fine undertaking these par-

the 10-20 percent assesy.
ments, most citizens will pay $20-
$100 more Lo the city on their homes,
‘This does not Include the 10-20 per-

Steve Barnaby managing editor

Dick Isham general manager

Rich Pertberg assislant managing edilor

English cootalna around 800,000
words, easlly half of which are quite
technical, Here i3 a list of words

— Obseruer & Eccentric Newspapers -

Suburban Communications Corp.
Philip Power chaitman of \he board
Richard Aginian presidont

Richard Brady director of advertising
Fred Wright director of circulation

par-

tles are and better atten-

dance and community support.
Elaloe Ritterling, parent,




