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points of view

Father’s Day reminds him how lucky he is

IT IS not true that I got a gift a
week early by telling my wife that
Father’s Day was a week earlier this
year. I never thought such treachery
would work. She owns a calendar.

" So imagine my surprise Sunday
when a tiny, glft-wrapped box
appeared on the dining room table,

“‘You have to open it now because
you have to make a deelsion about
your present before Tuesday,” she
said.

Such a statement was maddening,
She knows I have this love-hate rela-
tlonship with suspense and gifts. 1
beg her to give me presents carly,
but I resent opening presents before
the designated birthday, anniver.
sary, haliday or whatever. Bes(des,
when she glves me a clue, 1 wil}

spend days trylng to solve it, im-
pressing her to no end wlith my pa-
tlence and self-centrol,

“Let’s skip dessert and I wilt open
it right away,” I sald.

The present was a shrill whistle
attached to a green necklace. I was
perplexed,

“This Is for me,” she said. “It will
be xlxecded when you use your pres-
ent.”

Oh, great, I think, She's purchased
some wonderful labor-making de-
vice, The whistle is 50 she can keep
me in line while simultancously dis.
Cgverlng other chores to be complet-
ed.

But, no. The next part of the gift
was a basketball, It Is to be used
with the backboard she s giving me.
I have to decide if I want the back-
hoard on the garage or on a pole, I

Rich
Perlberg

opt for a pole, secure In the know!-
cdge that the Birmlngham authori-
ties are so busy keeping resldents off
residentia) strects that they won't
have Ume to look for law-breaking
basketball nets,

(I should explain: For a glorious
time carller this year, the City of
Birmingham was enforcing an ordl.
nance that prevented basketball
backboards to be attached to free-
standing poles not to be

confused with the members of Soli-
darity who are not free-standing
Poles. The enforcement stopped
when the city commission came to
its scnses and when the husband of
the then mayor pro tem —— now
the mayor —~ sald the city could
stuff its ardlnance; his nct was stay-
Ing put.

(Now the city paollce under city
commlssion dlrection are writing
tickets to people who are willfully,
knowlngly and purposefully driving
through their neighborhoods on the
way to and rom work. After July
4th, the clty is adopting a height or-
dinance that will limlt ice cream
cones 1o single scoops. I would write
more about this, but the city requires
a zonlng walver for excesslve use of
parentheses.)

But back to the backboard, which

serves as monumental evidence to
the art of marital

Jack. P've already got a brand nevj

P!
years my wife has stressed her con-
cern for my physlcal well-belng by
glving me gifts that suggest ex-
erclse,

One Christmas she gave me an ex-
erelse bike; one birthday I got a
sweatsult; one Valentine's Day I got
an {llustrated book of hippos, ele-
phants and rhinos. My wife is as
close to subtlety as the commlssion’s
decision on casino wastoa

and a smaler;
verslon for my 20-month-o}d son whu.
needs a prop whea the Sparts Iusy
trated photographers come by, Comd
Sunday, I'll be dolng my thing, whick
includes a jump shot in which friends
claim the space between my shoeg
and the pavement Is wide enough (o
slide copy paper through. 1

Even though she will be pelted by,
the unrelenting sound of a basketball

on the

surprise.

Until now her efforts have not
been very successtul. I do wear the
sweats, usually while I'm lylng on a
couch, looking at my hippo book and
trylng to decide if the exercise blke
could be converted into a fast-food

- vending machine.
But hoops are another matter,

n y, my \d!q
will be very happy. She wants me 10
exercise because she thinks it will
make me healthler and she says she
wants me around for a long time. - |

If I've got any sort of head on my,
shoulders, every time I shoot that
basketball I'll keep my eye on the
rim — and my mind on the fact that}
I'm a very lucky man.

Schoo

1 USED to know just the path to
take.

It was down the hallway and
around the corner to reach the upper
echelon In Farmington Publle
Schools’ central office on “the hill.”

Now It takes a little longer to find
them, as adminlstrators regroup and
play musical offlces before buckling
down for a summer of more qulet
work. Although the tradltional
school year won't arrive untli fall,
for many in the distriet, school busl-
ness goes on, Summer doesn’t mean
a three-month recess,

And thanks fo Incentives from as-
sistant supcrintendent Judy White
and her staff, more and more Farm-
ington school employees are taking
advantage of summer tralning and
other workshops designed to inform
and challenge them for a new year.

+ “A lot of training goes on In the
~summer — a lot of it is stleat,” she
$aid, “People don't know It goes on.”

1 FOUND White this week in what
used to be the “financial” side of the
«central office bullding at Shiawassee
“and Farmington roads. The head of
( and staff

She's one who doesn’t slow down in
the summertime — she simply shifts
gears.

Before her arrival in 1986, sum-
mer In Farmington schools was a
time to relax, Since her arrival, she
has stowly bullt a summer program
of staff tralning and curriculum
writlng that reached its peak this
year. She ls trying to make the sum-
mer months more productive and
meaninglul, she said.

“Virtually none of this went on
(before)," she said. “You really want
to write curriculum and develop
teachers’ skills so you're not compete
ing with their classroom teaching.”

THIS YEAR, more than 200
ple are already entrenched in works
shops on toples such as reading, ear-
ly childhood and the new common

rdepartments has not only changed
offfces, but is busy overseeing
changes this summer that will affecet
kids, teachers, and other employces.
-
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campus concept, slated for High-
meadow Elementary School this fall.

Some large topics, lke these,
spring from districtwlde studles.

's not out for all

Others  blossom from proposats
made by currleulum coordinators,
like workshops in middle school lan-
guage arts, instrumental musie, ele-
mentary sclence, computers and
math, and learning to use media,

“There's a lot mora invalvement
this year than last,” White said.
“People were resistant to glving up
summer time."

Of course, the money has to be in
place for such programs — which
White admits. In the comlng year,
Farmington will pay some $4.5 mil-
lon for instructlonal staff services,
according to budget figures. This in-
cludes the skill building programs
we're talking about, and the support
necessary to carry them out.

IT MAY seem like a lot. But with
all the education-bashing going on
during the past five years, a district
with the resources such as Farming-
ton has should strive to take a lead-
ership position in staff development
and other key arcas.

‘The first route to better education
is through those who infiuence chil-
dren the most.

If teachers and other school staff
are willing to attend these work-
shops to better themselves — which
will eventually better the students
= let's give "em all they can handle,

BOYS & GIRLS BASIC BASKETBALL CAMP
. Ages 8-14 -
at Detroit Country Day School
July 11.-July 15 " -
8:30'a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Benny White - Camp Director
For Further Information -
Call Carol Bataenorth
- Director of Summer-Programming

646-7717

it’s not just
the best we have to offer...
‘ it’s the best there is. :
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Governor veto this bill

YOU'VE gotta wonder what the
fotks in Lansing have agalnst kids.
Maybe they've decided to slngle-
handedly take on the zero population
<cause as thelr own baby,

Just kind of makes you wonder af-
ter last week when both houses of
the Michigan Legislature
overwhelmingly passed bills to for-
bid surrogate parenting.

Whether you agree or disagree
with surrogate parenting Is hardly
the issue, We all have our opinlon.
But Carol McCloud, a secretary here
at the newspaper, put the real focus
on the debate when she remarked,
“Do we really want the Legislature
to declde for us?”

Surrogating, of course, Is a bigger
than usual issue in these parts since
the king of g

Steve
Barnaby

As mentloned, the majority of the
state Leglslature obviously doesn't
think too highly of the practice and
the legislation as passed would cost
praciitioners a $10,000 fine. Law.
yers ke Keane could face a felony
charge of up to flve years in jail and
a $50,000 fine If they forge any more

Noel Keane, maintalns his oftices In
metro Detrolt. Keanc has paired
some 225 couples with a surrogate to
carry their child.

‘The most famous match ended in
the New Jersey “Baby M” case when
surrogate Mary Beth Whitehead de-
cided she wanted to keep the child.
She lost. But the case brought natlon.
al attentlon to the Issue of pregnan-
cy-forspay.

SOME PEOPLE love the idea,
others loathe [t
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Little or no correlation existed be.
tween political fdeclogy and how
leglstators voted on this issue. In the
state Scnate Farmington Hills' Jack
Faxon, a well-known Democratic
Hberal, paired up with none other
than Northville Robert

1
paired with liberal Democrat Max:
ine Berman of Southfield to supporg
the issue. )

Now the {ssue rests squarely in'the
lap of Gov. James Blanchard whd,
according to press spokesman Tom
Scott, is “weighlng" it. While thé
Guv opposes surrogacy as a profit-
making venture, he wonders about
the wisdom of a felony convicliop
for violating the law, said Scott. |

Blanchard has another week of so
1o either approve the leglslation or
vetoit. :

Obviously the governor is testing
the wind, And frankly, the wind cur-
rent says that few, If any of us, nced
legislators as moral guides on such 2
very private Issuc as the birth of 2
child. :

Few in the state Legislature ob-
ject to abortion-for-profit. Why
should they object to surrogacy-for-
proflt? One destroys, the other eres
ates, If nothing else, it's a nlce bal-

nee. .
Let's face it, neither you nor I Hke
e

Geake, a conservative, to make up
two of the three nay votes In the up-
per house. .

Now that's got to be a first.

The house matches were just as
strange. Conservative Republican
Sandy Brotherton of Farmington

sticking Its nose g
our private affalrs. As the pro-abor
tionlsts like to trumpet, “a woman's
body is hers to control.” i

‘We need a veto on this ene, gover-
nor. Maybe then, the state Legisla-
ture will butt cut of our privaie
lNves.
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