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Senate bill would give library independence
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becomes legisl because of the

Only some of the provisions of the
bil} would direetly affect the Farm-
Ington library. Among them are the
* independence issuc, authority to levy
a naxtmum 2 mills and changes in
library board composition, Papal
*sald.

Seeking independence and taxing
uthority isn’t new for the Farming-
ton Community Library. In 1979,
voters defeated two library propos-
uls — one for independence and a
ceond for a L.3-mill levy. In the ear-

1\ 19805, the 1wo councils denled re-
qum(s 10 again place the issue on the
ballot,

The public library systems in Ro-
chester Hills and West Bloomficld
are examples of independent sys.
wems that levy taxes {or operations.

Independence means the cities
would no lenger be foreed to directly
{inance the Farmington Communlty
Library system, In the 198889 hndg-
s, l-\rmmglon Hills will allocate
31.4 uullion and Farmingten approx-
umately  $163,000, based on each
Cily's total state equalized value.
The library's 1988-89 budget is $1.9

. amllion.

“With this (bill), we would be as-
sured of good, stable funding.” said
Gibrary board president Charlotte
Yaverski, an independence advocate.

required uaction plan and agreement
for goverpance. That plan and
agreement would Include whether
board members are elected or ap-
peinted, Papai sajd.

Library

By Joanne Maliozowski
stali writer

Eighty-one percent of the Farm-
ington Community Lxhnr) 's $1.9
million 1988-89 budget is financed by

the cities of Farmington and Farm-
ington Hills.

“Ninety-five percent Hills resl-
dents use the Farmington Communl-
ty Library exclusively. In comparl-
son, there's a smail non-residentiat
. But of that, a large percentage
$ ributed to people who work

¢ and use the library because it Is
convenient,” library director Bever-
Iy Papai said.

Use of the two-branch system con-
tinues to increase, with a projected
circulation through the end of June
to exceed 561,000 or seven items per
resident

THE BILL would reduce the cur-
rent elght-member Farmington ii-

ment rather than electlon of library
board members, “The counctl can

brary board ~ four repr
from each eity — to five-to-seven
members.

The clty managers prefer appoint-

“Thils per-caplta total is well
above the norm for other Class V1
librarles scrving a population over
50,000,” Papai sald In her budget
message,

Adult references services — the
greatest Increase in use — Increased
at the Hills branch by 18 percent
over the previous year, Papai said.

By far, adult reference services
shows the grealest inerease in use at
the Farmington Hills branch, 32737
12 Mtle. Half of the reference use is
business-related. Interestingly, a
good porlion of reference questions
and services requested by patrons is
{or medical informatlon, Papai sald.

The 1988-89 library budget com-
prises about § percent of the Hills'
$24 milllon budget and 3.9 percent of
Farmington’s 4.1 million budget, The
Hills' shave translates to about 0.8
mill of the city's total 9.4 mills lev-

then be held ible for their ap-
pointments,” Deadman said,

And both agreed that voters are
alrcady confronted with too many

led In the new budget year beglonlng
July 1.

IN ADDITION to the tax-gi t

names for too many offices and
boards. “I doubt the sltuation would
change much for library board
members,” Costick said.

Cropsey's bill, now In the Senate
local government and veterans com-

have had absolutely no control.”
Among those costs are Increases
in Soclal Sct;"urlly, cmployee health

ed revenues from the cltles, the 1i-
brary receives money from the state
in the form of penal fines and other
ald. Revenues also comes in from
fines, fecs and lost books, auditorium
rentals and other services provided
by the llbrary.

“Qur outside revenues are not ex-
pected to substantially Increase and
some [s expected to decrease,” Pa-
pai sald,

This year's library budget In.
creased 7.7 percent, which Is prima-
rily devoted (o ever-Increasing costs
rather than the Introduction of new
programs, Papal sald.

“The costs reflect maintenance of
current operations,” she said, “We
have had expenses over which we

‘The $190,000 for book purchases Is
an 85 percent Increase. over last
year; an 8 percent inflatlon rate
charged by publishers wil) limit the
library's purchase to 12,000 new
boaks, At this rate, the growth of the
book collection Is stightly less than
projected in the library's five-year
plan, Papal sald.

THE BUDGET also reflects a 5.5
percent salary increase, which in-
cludes expected merit prometions
for employees. The increases also
reflect upgrading of three library as-
sistants' salaries because they have
begun graduate work, which will be
a boon to the library, considering the
Industry is suffering from a librarian

mittee, is expected to be amended
because of complalnts by bath the
Micl\lgnn Munlcipnl uague and

said Cropsey aide Charlenc McCal-
lum.

services and circulation grow

shortage, Papal safd,

‘The budget also Includes the addt-
tlon of two part-time library assist-
ants and 15 additlonal hours for 1l-
brary pages, who gencrally are stu-
dents. The llbrary has 43 regular
full- and part-time employees.

Capltal expenditures totaling
about $60,000 include $35,000 from
the capital reserve fund for future
repaving of the Hills branch parking
lot, $2,000 in furniture purchases,
$6,800 for equipment (microffim
reader printer, a computer and com-
puter printers, typewriters, caleula-
tors and a photocopier). A van used
for delivery between the two branch-
es and visits to the 15 extension ser-
vice sites will be replaced for
$11,000,

“We really have tried'to maintain
cm:ilull items to a minimem," Papai
sald.

NO LONGER having to dircetly
finance the library wouldn't neces-
sarily mean more money for other
services and needs in both cities,
Farmington and l‘arunnhmn Hills

3

7

city managers said. “Initially, 1
think voters would be looking for re- ORCHARD-10 IGA
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