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2 family histories in poetry form

DD AS it might seem, two
famlly historles in poetry
form have recently come

across my desk, and it
seems odder still that they are both

. extraordinary books.

. ems,”

The first, “Octavla and Other Po-
comes {rom Naoml Long

: Madgett, editor and publisher of
. Lotus Press Inc,, in Detrolt and pro-

fessor emerltus at Eastern Mlchigan
Unlversity (where she was professor
tn the Department of English Lan-
guage and Literature for 16 years).
In Part One, Madgett tells the sto-
ry of Octavia Cornelia Long (1885-
1920), her father's slster, dead of tu-
berculosts three years before Naoml
Cornelia Long ls born. Family photos
show a striking resemblance be-
tween Octavla and Naomi, and, in-
deed, In the prologue , Naomi writes:
“When as a chlld I wore your face,
Octavia (three years returned to
earth), and christened with your
name, set forth on my own odysscy.
“I had no clothing of my own, only
depressive hand-me-downs, frayed
remnants of someone clse's out-

' _ grown legacy. My father dressed me

in your skin, and such a garment,
woven of his fabrication of a second
chance, was not dlscarded l:ns!]y o

.
P

\‘

book break
Mona Grigg

ing over mine.”) and finally her gra-
vesite In Richmond, Va. ("Now be at
peace. Rest. Rest now. And so will

In Part Two, "Other New Poems,”
Madgett displays her award-winnlng
talent fn 24 tough, touching, funny
poems, including “Lettlng It all
Hang Out” {Girdle: Don't need thls
noose anymore. Won't choke myself
with someone clse's brand of rope.)

“Octavia and Other Poems" can
be ordered through Third World
Press, P.0. Box 736, Chicago 60619,
or Lotus Press, P. 0. Box 21607, De-
troit 48221, Scnd $8 plus $1 postage
and handling.

THE SECOND POETIC family
history, “An Afternoon in Waterloo
Park,” by former Detrolter Gerald
Dumas (Wayne State University
Press, softboard, $9.95), i3 a reprint

‘nlrnugh letters and
Madgett traces Octavia's life from

. her beglnning in a mlddle<lass

black famtly In Texas and the Okla-

: homa Territory, to her graduation

from the Universlty of Kansas, to

. her short teaching career, to the

i

mysterious ending of her marriage,
and finally, to her slow death under
appalling clrcumstances,

a section called “Homlng,"
Madgett visits Guthrie, Okla., Octa-
via's hometown (" ‘You look a lot
like her. She was about your slz¢ and
color. You have her eyes.’ I touch
your ring of tiny pearls that fits my
finger st and feel your hand clos-

of the highly b197'2' cdi&lgn

Mifflln. Dumas s an author and
writer for the “Hi and Lois” and
“Beetle Bailey” comic strips. He
lives in Connecticut, but grew up on
Detrolt's east side and still visits rel-
ativesn the area,

“Waterloo" begins In 1868, when
Dumas returned to the family home
on Dickerson Avenue to attend his
maother’s funeral:

“I am sitting now at the dining
room table

In the house where I was a boy.

Here last night my mather died

Upstairs, at two in the morning

On that old thin rug on the

Bathroom floor., My father
heard her fall.

He serambled from his bed

And went 1o her and held her
head

Untit she died

Or so he hopes.”

It Is a bittersweet trip as the man
— ance the boy here — leafs through
photo atbums and remembers his
baffling boyhood; remembers lfe In
this house, with a mother who could
not be happy, no matter what,

He remembers Opa and Oma, his
maternal grandparents, and his vis-
its to thelr home in Conestogo, Ont.
This Is Opa, hls German-born grand-
father: “He had a long white beard, 2
black eye patch, five-Inch heel on his
right shoe, and a codlection of canes.
On Sundays he used his glass eye and
his gold-head cane and In his black
clothes went about his gardens as
slowly as a king. He both {rightened
and fasclnated children and although
ke had taught Greek, he seldom
spoke English and never spoke to

0.

Still, Dumas discovers that Opa
wrote poems — volumes of love po-
ems — to a long-ago love named
Marie. An uarequited love — not
Oma ~ and Dumas wonders: “Did
he want the story T 1 not. §
think, these \olumes would bave
vanlshed long ago.”

Oma is the serene one, the mellow
one who laves them all, and Dumas
is startled when, as a man, he reals

Izes that, though he had known her
for 25 years, “Two weeks each sum-
mer Is all 1 saw of her and Opa,
those vislts and a few they made to

Detrolt . . . And what is two times

257 Ayear, more or less, Is thatall 1 ‘Waterloo’

knlew o(l her and she of me? A g;ncri begins in

atlon of bright moments are what

have to show, We sometimes touch 1968, when

lhoske close to use more briefly than Dumas

we know." returned to
At his klchhuul tablul:n the house on the family i

%i?ﬂ:""‘“é"ﬁéi?"&";“’::éf‘ ome on

p's ang oved, fear r-

stens School. Dickerson
Abaut baseball, so much apartol Avenue fo

Detroit's llfe, he says: “Strange  affend his

wealthy teams would arrive in com- thor's

plete {rom unk velghe b

M{n’:ldmh r;hfy mldnzc ggﬂn: wal-  funeral. Itis 8

ented, hard to 3 g teams

with no uniforms would make an ap~ bittersweet

pearance and they would lightheart-  #r/p as the

cdly Incpt. Most teams wore caps, map — once

any old pants, and two-color softball

shirts with advertising on the backs. “le boy here

{\'flyA l{lllrg“‘ shirt said: MOE'S BIL- —‘]\ggls
Dumas cvokes a complex dream. ""'o""gh photo

porirait of 3 Midwess family grow- albums and

ing up in m;:-ecnmry. and of the  romembers

now-grown y coming to terms

with his childhood. And finally, ina 18 baffling

touching epilogue written in October boyhoad;

1987, a month after his father's Lamomperg

death, Gerald Dumas can say,
“That's the blg picture. But the
small plcture is the one we gaze at

house, with a
most, and it is a pleture of lovely and s

intinlte variety.” mother who
;-‘lr apologles to h:hm? méﬁm could not be

who went out searching for za-

beth Kleln's "Reconciliations” onmy  118PRY, N0

recommendation. Unfortunately, the ~matter what.

book is now out of print. Try the li-
brary or a used book store. It Is in
both hardcover and paperback.)
Mona Griggs is a freclance
writer who lives in Westland,

Q I am selljng mmmerthl real uulbnw land bat bave
per to joint veoture
“Hh me. The real esule broker wants a 10 percent commission
oo the sale of the land {f I sell it to the condomlinium developer
or 1 can jolnt venture alternatively with the developer and the
breker. Do you bave nny suggestions?

land contract with a balloon payment, I'm a little nervous and
have not consulted with an attorney, Do you have any sugges-
tions?

A. If you must enter into n land eonuacuu opposed to reuun

" IF YOU LIKE
COLORFUL COVERAGE
READ STREET SCENE

his life in this .

KENNETH SINGER & COMPANY

BUILDERS & DEVELOPERS
If you really want o qually,
custom, “‘Singer Bullt” home, we
have o Ranch and a Colonial
available in the new, beautlful,
RAVINES OF WEST BLOOMFIELD
SUBDIVISION.

These homes are exceptionall
Priced at $239,000.00
and $249,000.00

For additional information coll:

KEKNETH SINGER & COMPANY
7031 ORCHARD LAKE ROAD
SUITE 230
WEST BLOOMFIELD, MI 48322
(313) 626-8793

OPEN SUN. 2-5 P.M.

ing a second
sure that you have an nnd hnld- i lmm
your p concerning h liens and other Incum-

A. I you are going to be a be
sure you understand all your potcntlnl Ilnhllluu and responsi-
bilitles as well as, of course, the potential profit you may
garner. Being a joint venturer as a developer in a project where
you have not had experlence in developlng real estate, may
pose additlonal problems for you. You must thoroughly investi.
gate the potential co-jolnt venture as well as the economic lia-
bllities attendant therewith. You should also familiarize your-
self with the detalls of developing a condominlum, both from a
legal and practical aspect. A couple hours of keen analysis may
save you.tens of thousands of dollars or potential headaches.
Also it is a good idea to know your potential partners before
you do business with them.

Q. I bave some raw land for sale and the realtor found a

; bowever, the p wants o enter Into a land
contract and build a nrlp center on the Jand and pay off the

brances which may be placed on the property. Make sure that
you have provision that a default In the Jand contract gives you
an irrevocable right to foreclose on the land contract even if it
is reinstated. Make sure that the land contract you enter into
protects you adequately vis-a-vis insurance and taxes and third
parties coming on the premises, Careful analysis of the lability
of this transaction is mandatory,
Robert M. Meisner is a Bir attorney
ing in condominiums, real estate and corporate law. You
are invited to submit topics you would like to see discussed
in this column, ut
by writing Robert M. Meisner, 30200 Telegraph Road,
Suite 467, Birmingham, Mich. 48010. This column prwldcs
general information and should not be construed as legal
opinion.

Enter Mople Run Sub off Mople Road
\\ and drive 2 blocks to rear of Sub. _//
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THREE GEDROOM HANCM ON A GREAT LOT. Family room
with cathedral boamed colling, wood windows,
ings. Extra larpe Inunary uu can be tonvorted Into Al
office, 6on or hobby toom. §159,900 477-1111

RANGH ON ONE HAI.F ACRE IN WOODGREEK FARMS.
Breathtaking view of the backyard, Has
29, 9004774\"

©opon hioor plan and

COUNTRY-LIXE LIVING. Akmosi one m.m IoL
New kiichen, Rving room with ficoplace, famlly room,
Gecks, extra Large mechanics garsge. $80,500 4771111

oot maintanance fee oolonisl
d mz» baths, IM room,
car garage,
wmmmmlmhm‘mim

CUSTOM BUILT TUDOR the family 1hat recognizes quikiy

CIOWN £n0ld- will lova this bome, 3 bedrooms, famity room, study, 1'1 ﬂoor

Isundry sro only u few of Its features, Woodland
$198,000 851-1000 (APP)

BIRMINGHAM

384 Clmlorﬁdd 8199000
14318, Eton, 3

6614 Oskhlils, “M 500

DETROIT

15717 Forrer, $32.( 000
20275 Chapael, $2,

17138 thbum.m 500 550-2300
FARMINGTON HILLS
37561 Groonwood, $187,500 AT7-111%
25911 Powee, $29,900 AT gouTHRELD

848-1800
4771
848-1600

FRARKUN

26840 Crettwood, $249.000 21581 Concord,
LIVONIA

18580 Morriman, $129.950
ROYAL OAX

223 W. Bloomnokd, $38,000

an hatntu
~-(Ine. ..

.E:E«'-ucas

29390 Bormuda Lans, $95,600
500

28254 San Marino, $119,900
|M7ﬂ New Hampshirs, $154,500
Qroenwald,

$24,000
20720 & Katong Gt $120.900

al Estate One

Mlchlgan s Largesl Heal Estate Company

pius the
. cared for 2 bedroom, 1% bath town-
housa with central alf and a basement inchudes eR 1H0 appl-
2nces, $71,700 851-1000

TROY

2321 W, Wattios, $148,900
WEST BLOOMFIELD
6154 Palamino, $112,000

8769 E. Darimoor, $99,000

* WESTLAND
7548 Randy, $72.600
WHITE
9335 Outiook, $62,500
CONDOMINIUNS
BLOOMFIELD HILLS
4109 Willowsy Place, $265,000
NORTHVRLLE
818 Revars C1., $124,000
uu-xaoo BOUTHFIELD
28660 Lowsl] Ct., $78,500
29112 Evergroon, $52,800
TROY

5913 Boyeren 491,000
1446 Brentwood, $34,900

nm:nxuronrmmm.lm The whole lemlty

snjoy
date kitchen, Home warranty pius Land Contract Terms.
$89,600 550-2300 44

Family roon, 2 baths, up to

usslmLE 4 unnoou RANCH. 2 baths, famity room, &
and much mors. Possibie GQuarters. Much 1p
dlllng Large lot. $88,000 853-1900

cumumu«nznmum Large treod private yard,

th slazm system, Reepiaces, one In large
thng room -mhmzmnmwymnmu
nace. Many axtras. $114,900 851-1000 (GRE)

FARMINGTON HILLS.851-1900 -




