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1GHTER moment.
Amid a dlscussion
about what

Farmington Hills’ tax
rate for 1988-38 should be,
councélman Aldo Vagnozzi sald
in Jest last Monday, “T know
one item we don't overspend on
— and that's the fire
department tug of war team,"

Though brawnler, the
firefighters Jost to the
1echnique-oriented police
officers in the first
interdepartmental tug of war
June 5.

FARMINGTON Hils
has obtained a prellminary
injunction to keep Keatlng
Cominunity Homes from using
its premanufactured houses on
Nine Mile, east of Middlebelt,
as models.

City attorney Paul Blbeau
said last week he's had “no
complaints from staff
members” about the company
since the Oakland County
Circult Court Injunction was
granted May 18,

MELT the candidates,

Voters will get a chance to
meet candidates for the §9th
state House district scat, the
27th county commilssion seat,
QOakland County prosecutor and
Oakland County Probate Court
at a Farmington Hills Council
of Homeowners candldates
forum at 7 p.m, Wednesday In
the Farmington Hiils City Hall
Councll Chambers, 11 Mlle at
Orchard Lake Road.

LOOKING back into
history — The Owen House,
home to travelers, was at the
southeast corner of Grand
River and Farmlington Road in
downtown Farmington at the
turn of the ceatury.

It was moved slightly
southcast in the 19208 to clear
the way for a bank, now the
Village Mall.

From 1926 to 1946, Dr. Lee
Halsted had his dental practlce
on the lower level, Apartments
were on the upper level,
Arsonists torched the bulldlng,
by then vacant, In the 1850s.
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what’s inside

By Joanne Mallazowskl|
slafl writar

Motorlsts  wlll have

telephone hotline, community meet-
ings and dally traffic announce-
ments will be part cl‘ a SEMCOG

{feigning ignorance when it comes to
the long-awaited widenlag of 1-696 tn
Southfield and Farmington Hills In
mid-July,

“We're golng to take a ‘no sur-
prises’ approach. People fust deal
better with these things if they're not
surprised,” said Donn Shelton,
Sautheastern Michigan Councll of
Governments commmunications man-

ger,

When SEMCOG Is done, no motor-
ist should have an excuse for not
knowlng constructlon crews and
equlpment will be an everyday sight
and difflculty along the freeway,

motorist
nying the two-year, 334~mllllon wid-
ening project, Shelton told members
of an I-696 community task force
Wednesday In Farmington Hills,

Motorlsts witl be Informed two
weeks in advance of the first day of
construction work. Motorists will
feel the full effect of construction
ticups in 1989, The SEMCOG pro-
gram Is targeting the coming winter
for a hard-hitting public relations
campalgn to prepare drivers, Shel-
ton sald. :

JANOTHER TASK foree meeting
Is tentatively scheduled for 8 a.m.

ns, 3 a

 July &, to dlscuss the

public relations campaign and ad-
dress Farmington Publie Schools
concerns about tralfic reroutlng for
school buses during the construction,
‘The meeting will be in the Farming-
ton Hills City Counctl, 31555 11 Mile,

The freeway, from Franklln Road
in Southfield to 1-275, will be wid-
cned from the existing two lanes to
four lanes In cach direction for 6.7
miles. Widening the existing four-
lane 1-696 will ecase potential
bottlenecks as traffic along the new
castern leg of I-696 flows into the ex-
Istlng four-lnne freeway running

nd
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[-696 awareness drive planned

in fall 1989. Sound barriers to buffer
residentia) nreas alnng the freeway
wlll be bullt, Cal
‘The project nlso lnvulvu widening
the 1-696 overpasses at Drake and
Inkster and widening the Orchard
Lake Road Interchange. Though
roadways won't be totally closed
during construction, some will be re-
duced to fewer lanes of traffic.

ADDING TO motorists' already
hecuc driving will be Improvements
to local and county roads — that
might otherwise be used to avold the

thra an
Hllls sald David Call, Farmington
Hills assistant city manager.

The existing medlan will be used
to widen the fregway. The completed
elght lancs should be open to traffic

zone — In the Farming-

The SEMCOG information plan
will be similar to last year's success-
ful “Lodgeability" program when
the congested north-south freeway

RANOY BORST/stalt DNIOQYIW

This is a view of Orchard Lake Road, looking north toward the I- 696 overpass, Friday morning. Traffic is backed up, waiting to

enter castbound I-696.

Opportunity knocks, Welday runs

This is the second in a series
profiling each of the six candi-
dates running for the 65tk Dis-
trict state House scat. Their posi-
tions on specific campaign issues
will be detailed in upcoming cov-
erage.

By Caszey Hans
staff wrltor
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Politics runs through Paul Wel-
day’s velns, |

His political stepplngstanes were
placed, starting with volunteer work
in college, along a path of local and
national campaigns, leadlng him to
start his own political public rela-
tions firm two years ago.

The 29-year-old Republican had
made no seeret of his aspirations for
political office. He Is competing with
three other GOP hopefuls this year
for the 69th district state House seat
— his first try at elected office.

I dldn’t wake up one morning and
say ‘I'm destined to be a
legislator’,” the Farmington Hills
resident sald. “I'm no dlfferent than
anybody clse, but I see this as an op-
portunity,”

A 25-year resident of the Farm-
ington area and graduate of Farm-
ington High School and Michigan
State Unlversity, Welday has consid-
ered other professions during the
past several years. He studicd both
real estate and law but was pleased

STATE
HOUSE '38

1n 1984 to be offered the position of
director of the Republican Commit-
tee of Orkland County, which al-
lowed him lo stay active, full time,
in politics,

His afilation with the Republican
Party began as a young boy. His fa-
ther was active, and bls grandfather

" table for many years,” he said. “I

wanted to see what politles was all
about.”

WELDAY BEGAN his ' political
path with a college internship for
U.S. Rep. Jack Kemp in Washington,
D.C. In 1881, he worked as a volun-
teer Intern for state Rep. Wilbur
“Sandy” Brotherton in Lansing,
whose seat Welday bopes to win this
year. He won an award for “Out-
standlng Legislative Intern,” which
opened his eyes to the hlggcr politl-
cal pleture.

The experience showed Welday he
was “no different than anybody

attended three national
“T'd heard about it over the kitchen

* THOMAS, MNETTMI" photographer

Eric Meredith dreams of one day playing major loague baseball.

<

8y Amy Rosa.
stalf writer
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was under repair, But the 1-696
project still lacks a catehy, informa-
tional name to distinguish It from
contiauing construction of the new
castern leg of 1-6986, from 1.94 to
Seuthfleld, Shelton safd.

“We'ro going to try very hard with
our signage and public relations to
divert traffic,” Shelton sald, “This
project will be signed far beyond
normal. We're golng to try to divert
traffic from the corridor.”

SEMCOG representatives hope to
dlvert motorists {from the construc-
tlon area by warning them far in ad-
vance that other routes are avail-
able. Though SEM! must be
careful about detailing delours for
motorists, mest commuters will soon

Please turn to Page 2

Project
just one
of many

By Joanne Mallszewski
stalf wrlter

Widening of 1-696 in Farmington
Hlils and Southfield won't be the
only constructlon tie-up todelay mo-
torists In the next two years.

Popular and congested roadways
that motorists mosl Uikely could use
to avold the Interstate freeway con-
struction zone will have some
bottlenecks of thelr own.

In 1988, three major Oakland
County road Iimprovements are
planned:

® The 12 Mille-Halsted intersec-
tion will be widened, The southeast
corner will be rebuilt and a left-turn
lane will be extended.

® The 11 Mile-Middlebelt inter-
section will be widened to flve lanes
on all four legs.

Please turn to Page 2

Paul Welday
political aspirant

Stats man
MD can’t keep him off team

The 13 little Farmington Hills baseball
players huddle before the blz game, ulnppl.ng
hands and yelllng, “Go G|

They break and nervou;ly head for the dux‘
out al Kenbrook Elementary School. The
game will be tough; the Red Sox beat them
last time.

All the players walk away from the huddle
except one, Erie, number 38, This 10-year-old
Is already in his position, scated In an electric
‘wheelehair behind the fence near home plate,
with the team’s official score pad propped up
on an adjustable lap desk.

1t's ime for Exric to look HOW — con-
centration's the name of the game, Statist!-
clans can’t miss anything.

‘Though he doesn't play In the field with the
other Glants, ages 8-9, Eric Meredith of
Farmington Hills {2 just as much a player.
The Glants picked him to be thelr honorary

mmmmberth!.lsummnlnghlmthe.

.people

first snch phyu {n the North hml.nmon/
We!-t_lklownﬂ d youth baseball lexgue.
phy, &

chronlc disease ck d-
by a progressive wasting of the muscles. Hls.
=ymptoms began at age 3, and grad grew’
worse. He's been in & wheelchair for the last -
three and has lost the use of his legs
and some arm movement. But ke can keep
baseball stats better than anyone oo the team,
lncludlnglomool the pareats.

‘Parents on the other teams challenge him
a lot,” sald Exic’s mother, Sherrl. “And each

" time, lhey’d walk away shaking thelr head .

saylng, ‘He's right*»
HAVING ADULTS challenge his scoring “ds -
fun,” Eric says, “because I know l'm right” -
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