How | decided
not to quit my
newspaper job

By Larry O'Connor
slatf wrller

Somewhere over Ann  Arber,
there's a stomach. If you flnd ft,
could you please return It It's mine.

Tony Bennett lost his heart in San
Franclsco, 80 why shouldn't I be entl.
tled to ml.lplm a plece of my anato-
my once in awhile?

Perhaps 1 should explain, See, a
couple of weeks ago a call came
from Jan Shaffer, who Is in charge of
medla relations for the Willow Run
Alr Show.

Shaffer sald the Holiday Inn Acro-
batle Team was coming (o town. He
wanted to know if someone from our
paper would like to go along for an
alrplane ride,

1 sald, “Sure.” First mistake. May-
be I should mentlon I have only have
flown once before,

‘That didn't dawn on me unti) I was
at Willow Run Alrport shaking hands
with stunt pilot Randy Brooks.

The plane we were to rlde inis a
Pitts Speclal S-2 aircraft that is
powered by 260 horscpower Avco
Lycoming AE10-540-D4AS englne.
The Pitts Speclal has a top speed of
210 miles per hour and can climb
3,000 feet per second.

To the average Joe, it looks like a
Volkswagen with wings.

FIRST THERE was the little mat.
ter of the walver, We were in a hur-
ry, so I signed It after scanning it
over, I think t sald something to the
cifect, “If injury or death should re-

*sult from thls ride, Holiday Inns and

1ts subsidiarles are not liable to give
you or your family {ree continental
breakfast during thelr stay.” Or
something like that.

Brooks showed me how to careful.
1y get into the small cockplt, which
with. the 90-degree plus tempera-
tures, felt like somebody's armpit.
There were seat belts on top of seat
belts and straps on top of straps,
Brooks happened to mention one of
(he harnesses was a parachute (reas-
suring thought).

“By the way, see that knob over
there? Don't touch it, or we'll be in
trouble,” Brooks sald. “‘Oh, and see
those foot pedals underneath? Well,
don't touch those or we'll really be in
trouble.”

“If a problem arises, I'll say ball
out three times. OK,” he added.

A little word about Brooks. He
looks Jike the average All-American
follow, the kind who was probably
your paperboy or a leader of the lo-
cal Boy Scout troop. His volce
sounds so reassuring. Like balllng
out Is some physical exerclse one
should do before breakfast to
strengthen his cardlovascular mus-
cles.

The son of a test pllot, Brooks was

-born at Edwards Alr Force Base, He

is the youngest member of the Holi-
day Inn Acrobatic Team. Other
members have served In, the Alr
Force, mostly as fighter pilots.

AT LEAST with Brooks, I knew
we weren't golng to be dropplng
bombs on the University of Michigan
or some Ann Arbor farmer.

When the plane hit the runway,
there was nothing but blue sky. Be-
fore we knew i, we were hovering
over Ypailanli, Ypsilantl Is a beauti-
ful city — from 4,500 fect.

Things were coasting along just
fine, flying in formation for awhile,
Then a volce came over the radio.

“Hey Larry, do you want to break
away {rom these guys so we can do

-some aerobatic manuevers?” asked

oo
“Sure." I sald. Second mistake, I

‘get queasy even looking at ferris

wheels — when they're not moving.
Before muttering any sccond
thoughts, we were upside down.

Then we did complete loops. Then-

wa shot stralght up in the air. Then
we rapidly lost altitude.

The first loop was OK untll we
completed it. Then I realized some-
thing wasn't feeling right.

“How do you handle that enc?” °

lBrookx asked after one complete

"anel )" Tsald.

;;Ych, it's thrilling. I know,” he
said,

Another thing about Brooks; He

can't hear too well. Next to dolnga ~ |

belly slide on a carpet of razor
blades, the last thing I wanted to do
was do another loop.

BEFORE 1 knew it, though, the
plane was flipping over lke a
beached carp. I noticed there was a
white bag on my left. It was marked:
For alr slckness, “Naw,” I thought.
"Tough itout”

T began to look at the white bag
‘more {ntently. My attention began to
foeus solely on it. All of @ sudden I

und my hand touching the bag.
"Naw >’ I thought. “Tough it out.”
Then Brooks declded to take a
sharp curve, rApldly dropping & cou-
plo hundred feet. 1 dropped my face
in the white bag and was dolng my
‘own manuevers. My face, I'm sure,
vru u green as the color of the

Fiul , and mercifully, the plane

Ly,
_made It back to Willow Run Alrport.
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The Willow Run Air
Show takes off
Saturday and Sunday
at Willow Run Airport,
Ypsilanti, Call 462-8588
for information on
showtimes, parking
and tickets.

Brooks checked to sce how I was
dolng. A smile came to his face (he
was glad I made it to the bag),

“Larry, you just hnd what we call
the white bag special,” he sald.

Oh, by the way, Brooks is also a
comedlan. Soon other pilots were
coming over. One stuck out his hand.

;‘Yonm a fighter pitot now,” he
sald.

Yeh, sure. I can see it now, Jusl
like Chuck Yeager, Il wear a
weathered bomber Jacket and avla-

tor glasses and do com-
merclals.

Except, Instead of toutng the effl-
clency of auto parts, I'll be plugging
Peplo Blsmol .

ART EMANUELE/staff photographer

Seeing the world upside down goes with the territory for the stunt pilots of the Holiday Inn Acrobatic Team.
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DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

A NON-PROFIT CULTURAL PROGRAM OF OAKLAND UNIVERSITY .

Meadow Brook

MUSIC FESTIVAL -

IN COOPERATION WITH
: THE

Obsmurr & Feeentric & Qc_

NEW%DAPFRS

THURSDAY -~ JUNE 30 — 12 NOON
STARS OF THE LAWRENCE WELK SHOW

Myron Guy
Floren & Ralna

Bobbie Burgess
& Elaine Balden

Arthur Sandi .
Duncan Griffiths

816, $13 Pavilion 88 Lawn
MONDAY — JULY 25 — 2:00 PM

THE NEW 4 GIRLS 4
Rose Helen
Marie O’Connell
‘Kay argaret
Starr Wh1tmg

814, 612 Pavillon. * §7 Lawn

fickets, at Moadow 800k Music Feshval
Box-Office: and all icketmasios Oullots or

CALL 377- 2010

! Vl!’u\ ‘.h\‘;l!’-l ALD O AMERICAN ENFRE

STAR THEATRE of Fiint
WHITING AUDITORIUM, BOX 1500
FLINT,‘MICHIGAN 48502

ALL NEXT WEEK

" in the now.
MITZI GAVNDH

Amta Gnlleue,
Dody Goodman,
ugest 2 [Juhe Newmar, Jane Kean,
Virginia Graham,
Yvonne De Carlo,
Margaux Hemingway

Asust 14

in the hilarious comedy
__THE WOMEN
""‘f.é' ol F’ETER'M‘"ARSHALL
‘28]~ LA CAGE
0 AUX FOLLES
SIGMUND ROMBERG'S
mantic Musical

Se;
THE DESERT SONG|
(313) 2391464
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CHECK THE LOCAL SPORTS

SCENE IN TODAY'S.EDITION
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Factory Quantlty Pldlnglnq Onty
Gel Them While They Lastl!

LN AT oS PN
There's no tiner place to enjoy Toronto than The Park Plaza,
sitting at the socidl and cultural heart of the city. and
surraunded by the fashionable shopping of Yorkville,

A hotel thats o living landmark of warmth and gracious service
et in i tone of contemporary elegance.

You may arrive Friday, Saturday or Sunday and
sty for $45.50 (U.S. funds, plus tax) per person,
per night, double occupancy. Children under 18 tay share
their parcnis’ roons at no e cost,

Effective May L 1988; subject to change.

- PARK PLAZA HOTEL

Ailitind misk The Beisaid Place Hoeel B
Lenting liaidiion inth lomorio

Trergpons

4 AVENUE ROAI, TORONTOL CANAII, 131 934547 TOLL FREE }- M0 2649

GET READY FOR YOUR

4th OF JULY PARTY NOW!
With These Specials From

COMPANY

PICNIC SUPPLIES
WHOLESALE PRICES ON
A Large Assortment of Colored Napkins,
Plates, Cups & Sllvarware by the
Package or by the Case.

=« COUPON + Expires 7.5-88% = =

DEC OHATIONS '
* gracution pixtes + praduation |

10% OFF
4|----coupou . Enlmr-&-aa’---

LOE -mn

' $2.49¢A.
l‘lE.-

Store Hours:
8:30-5 M-F
8:30-3 Sat.

| ICE TEA DISPENSERS |
'2.29 EA.

FORS
_GREAT FOR suurm R ——
“BRING N -msss COUPONS & SAVE .

% === COUPON * Expirés 7-5-88% = = =
s 1 ICE CREAM SOCIAL SUPPLIES
[ CHOCOLATE SYRUP

1Fu!i Gallon *5.95 EA.

Other Flavora Available In % Gallon Glass Jars.

OURALREADY § Butterscotch, Pineapple, Fudge, S

LOW FRIOES ES 4

Rolls of Ribbon at CLOSEQUT PRICES!
| Atarge Assortment of Colors & Patterns

| 92.95e '2.49¢er $1.99¢n |

FOR 5 ROLI.S FOR 25 ROM

$1.89 ea. |

mu:t
presenied a1 time
of purchase.

DE'I'ROIT nw COMPANY

12065Tes¥grnph Redford, M| 48239
oolcraft & Prymoulh Rds.)




