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Wheelchair youth is
whiz at keeping stats

Eric Is hounded throughout the game with questions
from his coach and teammates. “What's the score?”
“How many outs?" “What inning Is 1t?" “Who's up?”
But he doesn't scem to mind, He always answers In a
f'hcerlul volee, even though the questions are asked 10
mes.

Hls mother says he ls shy, but not when it comes to
baseball. After ail, he knows his stulf,

“I bet you thought that was a foul,” he says to a
reporter. “Well, It wasn't because he popped up and his
glove kind of pushed it.”

“Oh,” the reporter says, wondering aloud how he
keeps all the rules straight, and what the penciled-in
diamonds mean next to the players’ names, “That
means thcy scored,” he says. Do you know much about
baseball?”

Erlc admits he wasn't always such a baseball fan. It
wasn't until he, his 13-year-old brother, Ryan, his fa-
ther, Jeff, and his mother moved here from Georgia
three years ago that he was introduced to the game.

One afterncon durlng his first summer here, a friend
of Ryan's came up with a way to Include Eric in the
neighborhood pickup games, The 10 boys who played,
some of whom are now Glants, liked the Idea of playing
with Eric and bralnstormed to make up special rules
for when he bats, They gave him a miniature wooden
bat to hit with, “which he takes everywhere,” his
mother said.

“IF ERIC hlts it to the pitcher's feet, It's a double,”
said Joel Szirtes, teammate and nelghbor, “If it goes
past the pltcher's head, it's a home run.”

“I had 56 home runs last year," Eric chimes In,"and
three so far this year.”

“It doesn’t matter that he's in a wheelchair,” Joel
sald. “It's fun,”

It's the bottom of the third (youth baseball teams
play six innings), the Glants are bamng. but they are
down by four. It’s hot and everyonc's sweating. “How
many ouls?" someonc asks. “One” Eric replies.
“Darn” Is the reply.

“Mom, can I have another cookie?” asks Eric, “No,
You haven't had your dinner yet.”

His mothcr said earljer that she and her family try to
treat hlm like any other child, but admits it's hard

. Eric is hounded all
throughout the game with
q tii from his h
and teammates like,
‘What’s the score?’ ‘How
many outs?’ ‘What inning
is it?’ ‘Who’s up?’ But he
doesn’t seem to mind,

-derful with Eric, He'd never let anyone hurt him.”

sometimes, because he docs need special treatment.
She pralsed Ryan for belng her right hand. “He's won-

While Erle still gets his share of stares, his mother
sajd the Sriends he has made in bis neighborhood and on
his team are unusual, “He really is one of the gang, At
fiest, they were afrald of his wheelchair, but then when
they got to know him, they weren't.”

TO HEAR Etlc talk, you wouldn't think he's any dlf-
fercat than any other 10-year-old. He is extremely glad
that school s out for the summer, although he admits
he does like math, art and gym. School also has another
attraction, he let lllp — a little gir] named Elizabeth,
his “sort of” girliriend.

Tacos and {ast-food hamburgers are blg on his llst, as
well as the Tigers and Plstons, “I have more baseball
cards than I can count,” he said.

“When I grow up I want {0 be a baseball player — il .
they find 2 cure, " sald Erle. “If not, maybe I'll be ai
anpouncer.”

Walking agaln and attending the Univeully of Michi.
gan are also among his gozals. “He has 2 lot of hope,”
his mother said.

The bottom of the sixth has finally arrived. The Gi-
ants scored four and they win the game 15-12, Every-
one Is excited,

“These games seem qulck ** Erlc said . “When you're
having fun, time will Ay."

Erlc Meredith’s mom, Sherri, helps him set up
the scorebook to keep score at a youth base-
ball game between the Giants and the Red Sox
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w::dnesday at Kenbrook Elementary School ln
Farmington Hills, .

House labeled menace; ordered torn down

8y Casoy Hans
stal writar

A Farmington Hills house gutted
by Hire ncarly five months ago was
ordered demotlshed last week, after
residents and clty inspectors testi-
fied the house Is not secure against
vandals and Is in danger of collapse.

“As It now stands, it's an extreme
danger,” city Inspector Lecnard
Chapman told the city council during
o show cause hearing June 13. “The
biggest concern I have now is that
the building could collapse. It's In
immedlate danger of collapsing.

“And therc are trespassers golng
Into this house.”

The $275,000 house on Herndon.
wood, near the city’s eastern border,
has remained fire-damaged since

mid-Japuary because the Insurance
company has not paid owners on
thelr claim, Although local fire offi-
clals have declared the blaze accl-
dental, investigators from Allstate
Insurance Cos, have not yet closed
their case, according to testimony
during the hearing.

‘The city councl] voted 6-1 to order
the house demolished within 10 days,
with councliman Ben Marks dissent-
ing. This actlon follows the city's
written notlce to the insurance com-
pnny April 25, declaring the house

‘dangerous” and ordering the com-
pany fo vacate, repair or demolish
the bullding,

‘TESTIMONY WAS given by resl-
dents who are concerned with the
safety and aesthetics of their neigh-
borhood as well as by others, includ-

ing the house’s owners, who belteve
as much of the house as possible
should be saved.

Ronald Simpson, who with his
wife, Rosa, [s buying the house on a
land contract, told the council:
“We've been trylng to get something
definite out of the insurance compa-
ny. We plan to rebuild and want to
save as much of it as we can.”

Councilman ' Marks sald he
disagreed with tearing down the por-
tion of the house not flre-damaged,
and added, 1 can see no reason not
to have faith in what the man (the
owner, Simpson) has sald.”

on a land contract. He satd no legal
actlon is planned, but that the Lan-
fers should be considered a party
with a secured Interest in the mat-
ter.

A representative from the Forest-
brook/Pebblebrook Homeowners As-
soclation called the house unsightly.
“It's been left in disrepalr for too
long. It's an attraction fer children
and vandals.”

“This house has been trashed, let's
face i,” said another resident. “It

Hils restdent Henry , an
attorney, spoke in favor of repaldng
the house, He also represents former
residents Robert and Shirley Lanfer,
who sold the house to the Simpsans

WL Schools OK budget

By Carolyn DeMarco
stalf writor

The Walled Lake school board will
spend more than it takes in next
year, making up the shortage from
savings.

3.

The 1983-89 budget, adopted June
13, shows $42 milllon In revenues
and $42.3 in expenditures. The dif-
ference of §$300,000 will come from
fund equity leaving $3.3 mitllon.

An addltional $218,000 will have
to be cut from fund cquity because
of the defeat of the proposal to allow
a Headlce override,

Linda Moskalik, assistanlsuperln-
tendent for ﬂnnnce sald the school
district will recelve $5.2 million
more in revenue in the 1988-89
school year than It did in 1987-88 be-
cause of properly tax Increases and
new constructl

“Along with ulal new SEV are 281

students, though,” she sald, At a cost
of $4,100 per student, the dlistrict
will spend an additional $1 million to

,

The 1988-89 budget, adopted June 13,
shows $42 million in revenues and
$42.3 in expenditures. The difference
of $300,000 will come from fund equity

leaving $3.3 million.

serve new enrollments. The Increase
has prempted adding 15 classrooms
onto existing schooll. 14% teachers
with salaries totalling $580,000, ad-
ditional support staff for $300,000
and $37,000 In equipment.

“For every $1 we get we have ex-
penditures to match,” she sald,

TRUSTEES PATRICIA Jackman
and Robert Gallagher cast dissent-
ing votes in the 4-2 passage of the
budget. Jackman sald, “It 13 not a
conservative enough approach. We
are spending out of fund equity with

more nses than revenues. Glven
the climate we need that fund equity
in reserve.”

Major projected added expenses

* unrelated to new enrollment are:

* Salaries, $1.3 miition,

® Fringe benefits — $850,000.

® Rerooflng — $945,000,

® Classroom computers
$145,000.

& Buses and station wagons —

3170.000.

® Purchased
$161,000.

® Capital outlay — $243,000.

services

Opportunity knocks, Welday
decides to run for 69th seat

.Continued from Page 1
" else,” he sald, “but that there were

opportunluu for mo if 1.wanted to trict.

take them” Welday declded he
. wanted to be painted Into that scene,
. He worked for the campalgn of
Republican gubernatorial candidate
* Richard Headles in 1982 and headed
* & 1986 primary attempt by g\xbenu
© torlal candldate and Oakland
. executive' Danlo! Murphy. In 1957
ho served as depuly campalgn direc
tor for the Jack Kemp for President
campalgn in Michigan.
Ho has remained active In both lo-
. ulh and state-level Republican
clul

WELDAY SAID be feels a luvnx -

bond wilh the Farmington-area
munity, a major part of the GﬂhDh-

“] declded T was xolux to stay In

community,” sald. "T've

watched this communlly grow. 1

have many [riends — pecple Pve

gone to high school with, Many have
encouraged my political career.

‘1 mlly feel l've gota luvu ap-

Welday ll campalgning -doorto-
door, targeting and the
voters he feels will come out for the
Tuesday, Aug.2,

If be wina both the

pdmarylnd
geoeral elections, be feels he “can-

get in and not waste a lot of time

g the job, I think people want
somcone 1o s0lve their problems,” he
added.

Welday faces three Republican
challengers In the Auvg. 2 primary:
Beverly Hills Village president Mi.
chael Bouchard, Farmington Hills

Hills, Bingham Farms and

Pavilion Sold Qut!

The world’s first dinosaur

musical performed by the

Hudson Vagabond Puppets
' with life size characters

should be done away with."

MAYOR JODY Soronen spoke in
favor of the city order, “It's been
five months, and now it's our obliga-
llo:; to take some kind of action,” she
sald.

"I\ seems to me we've waited for
five months,” counciiman Aldo Vag-
nozzi added. “My feeling is, let’s get
started. Approve the condemnation
tonight and see what happens.”

After hearlng testimony from the

"Little R

Another favorite fairy tale brought to
life by the Piccolo Opera Company

Pavilion Sold
August 6

pre-school set’
Pavilion Sold

Lawn $3

Bob McGrath o~ Scsame Street”

A Festival debut for one of th

Saturdays, 11:00 AM
Gates Open at 10:00 AM

resldents and inspector Chapman,
plus zoning officer Barbara Aldrich,
the council voted to:

® deem the structure unsale;

@ order the Simpsons to demallsh
the house within 10 days;

® notify secured parties, which
Includes a bank helding a mortgage
on the house; and

# allow city administration to de-
molish the house if the property
owners fait to do so. The cost of $his
would be charged to the Simpsans.

ed Riding Hood"
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