State blocks local rent control measures

By Tim Richard
slaff wrlter

Cities can forget about rent-con-
trol ordinances under a legisiative
blil awailing Gov. James Blanc-
hard’s signature.

“Rent controls have done nothing
to help housing,” sald Sen, Rlchard
:‘lﬁsler, R-Commerce, sponsar of the

“It has been tried in other states.

New York City did it. Their hope Is
protect lower Income people. The
goal is laudatory.

“What happens Is that thete Is
very little new construction. Where
it (new construction) happens, it ls
luxury housing, not lower-income
and middle-Income housing. In older
struclures, where maintenance costs
are high, the owner decreases his
maintenance,” Fessler sald.

...Campaign ‘88

Prosecutor, judicial

«« Oakland Republlcans wilt have an-
other chance to look over candldates
for prosecutor at 7:30 tonight in the
County Commissloners Auditorium,
.- 1200 N. Telegraph,

¢ “Prepare questions,”" advised Hel-
* tn Wolfe, representing the sponsor-
ing Birmingham Republlcan Wom-
en's Club,

Nenpartisan judiclal candldates
also will be presented, she sald,

The Commissloners’ Auditorium is
the round bullding in the county
complex on the cast side of Tele-
graph north of Elizabeth Lake Road.

The Aug. 2 GOP primary will fea-
ture a four-way race for the nomina-
tion for prosccutor between Sen.
Richard Fessler, attorney Jeffrcy
Leib, county commissioner John
McDonald and chief assistant pro-
secutor Richard Thompson,

STATE SUPREME Court Justice
James M. Brickley will be guest
Speaker at the fifth annual “salute to

" Justiee™ sponsored by Oakland Coun-
ty Republicans,
.= The event will be held 5:30-7:30

hopefuls on the trail

Fulkerson

Kautman

offleer for the Qakland County Road
Commission from 1973 to 1980. .

Fulkerson was the Democratic
nominee for prosceutor in 1960 and
for 18th Distrlet congressman in
1962.

‘The Bloomf{ield Township resident
earned his bachelor degree from the
University of Chicago and U-D Law

School.

David I. Kaufmag, a former De-
trolt Recorder’s Court judge who
now lives in Huntington Woods, is
seeking the probate judge vacancy
icft by the retirement of Norman R,
Bornard,

Four other candidates are sccking
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TWO MORE Oakland probate
Judge candidates have sent out blo-
graphical informatlon.

Gearge J. Falkerson, 81, a Troy
.attorney, 1 secking the seat held by
Judge Sandra Skiver, who was ap-
‘Polnted thls month to {ill the vacan-
cy of John J. O'Bricn. They will
squar off Nov, 8,

Fulkerson has been a'clreuit court
mediator and lecturer on credltors’
rights at the Unlversity of Detroit
Law School. He was an assistant at-
torney general handling condemna-
tion cases for the old Highway De-

gartment in the 19605 and a hearing

THE HOUSE last week gave 75-24
approval to the bill, with all Republl-
<ans and more than half the Demo-
crats voting yes.

Western Wayne County Demo-
crats voting yes were Justine Barns
of Westland, John Bennett of Red-
ford and James Kosleva of Canton.
Not voting was Wllltam Kelth of
Garden Clty.

Rep. Maxine Berman, D-South-

' field, voted no. She also tried to win

an amendment tle-barring the anti-
rent control bill to her bill to require
that landlords glve more adequate
warnings of rent Increases. But the
Berman amendment failed on a 39-
S4rolleall. .

Two years ago Berman produced
a package of tenant-protection bllls,
but the rent-control bill never made

* it through commitice,

Rep. Perry Bullard, D-Ann Arbor,

sought an amendment allowing vot-
ers to approve rent-control ordi-
nances, hut it lost on a valce vote.

Both houses voted to give the bill
Immedlate effect, which means it
would become law 10 days after the
governor signs it.

Blanchard Is expected lo sign the
blll because he rarely attempts to
velo meascres that are passed by
heavy margins,

ECONOMISTS, even liberals, gen-
erally oppose any kind of price and
rent controls,

They cite the casa of New York
City, as Fessler dld, and France,
where new construction stopped
when rent contols were imposed,

Even the threat of rent control In
Detroit has chilled plans for three
major riverfront developments, ac-
cording to Rep. Michael Bennane, a
Democrat. He and half the Detroit

OU alumni honor 2 profs

Two Oakland Unlversity faculty
who were willing to “go the extra
mile” for thelr students have won
academic adylsing awards.

Jane L. Briggs-Bunting, journal-
Ism professor from Oxford, and
Richard J, Burke, philosaphy profes-
sor from Lake Orlon, were honored
by the arts and sciences afflllate of
the QU Alumnl Assoctatlon. They
reeeived certlflcales and $500 each
at the College of Arts and Sciences
June 4 commencement exercises.

“OF

[ EXPERIENCE A NEW WORLD |
ENHANCED LEARNING

The awards are funded by the arts
and sclences affillate and given each
year since 1980 as “an expression of
appreclation” to arts and sciences
faculty who excel In academic advis-
ing.

The reciplents are selected by a
College of Arts and Sclences com-
mittee with representation from the
Alumni  Assoclation. The $500
awards may be used for any profes.
stonal purpose.
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Machiavellian subjugation of local
autonomy leaves local unlts with
fewer ways o respond to housing
roblems.

*This legislation pushes local gov-
ernments toward publlc ownership
of housing If they are to meet the
needs of cilizens, especially low-ln-
come families,” Brown sald.

FESSLER SAID West Bloomfleld,
in his district, has seen a problem
with older tenants unable to afford
Jacked-up rents when a new landlord
bought & building.

But there are more workable solu.
tions to the problem, he said, citing
competition between bullders and
federally subsldlized rents,

“Subsidlzed rents are far cheaper
than putting people in retirement
homes. And under federa) guldellnes,
yn’u get a good mix of people,” he

delegation supporied Fessler's bill.

One reason Fessler sought a uni-
form state law was to avold a hodge-
podge of rent control ordinances.
There had been support for Ber-
man's rent-control bill from Detroit,
Southfleld, Westland, Ann Arbor and
many college lowns.

Earlier this year, Ann Arbor vot-
ers rejected a renl-contro) ordinance
by a 2-1 margin.

SOME DEMOCRATS argued that
Fessler's blll violated the rights of
home-rule cities.

“1 do not support rent control,"
sald Rep, David Gubow, D-Hunting-

one of local concern, and the state
should not prevent a local communl-
ty's right (o decide an Issue which
addresses local houslng problems.”
Rep. Mary Brown, D-Kalamazoo,

added another argument: “Such a  sajd.

“I love the Middle School
because it takes learning
one step further.”
STUBENT

CRANBROOK KINGSWOOD
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Grades Six through Eight
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Losing 17 Lbs. Makes
-~ A Difference When

You're 10 Years Old!

“At P.E. in school, | was always
the last one to be picked on
teams. Now they pick me first!
My sister and | shared clothes
and although she was older |
couldn't fit into them anymore. |

" was so happy that my mother
started me at QWLC. Now

I'm so proud of the new me.

| Shopping for clothes is fun nowt
MY mom is very pleased. We

\ would recommend QWLC to all
: kids with weight problems.™

LAURA POVEAU
Age 10 .
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ATTENTION PARENTS OF OVERWEIGHT CHILDREN:

Summer vacation is a perfect time, before going :
back to school, for your child to lose 20-40, even 60 *
pounds. Quick Weight Loss Centers program Is a :
mf;adl::iﬂlly supervised program that is safe, fast, an
effective,

You're never too young to lose weight. Program:
for children 8 & up. Give a child the gift of a lifetime.
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