2A1R)

O&E__ Thursday, Juno 23, 1988

Soronen looks beyond city politics
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mer city councliman Donn Wolf. “I
don't intend to take advantage of it

Joesn’t plan to do. She will mail
campatgn leaflets and schedule at
least one fund-raiser for the $6,000-

‘Throwling her hat Into the Oakland
Zounty Board of Commissloners 27th
District race was no overnight decl-
ilon for Jody Soronen.

“It was a dlfflcult decision be-
sause I enjoy city politics,” sald the
Farmington Hills mayor. “I had to
:onslder that because should I suc-
seed, T would have to give it up.”

The 53-ycar-old Farmlington Hills
veteran councllwoman and commu-

$10,000 Soronen belicves she will
need to raise.

She s qulet about endorsements;
she has received and Is uncertain
whether she'will inelude them In her
campaign literature. A lifelong Re-
publican, she describes hersell as
“modcrate-to-conservative.”

THE MOTHER of three sons, ages
19, 21 and 24, Sm-oncn calls her in-

formal deet-
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“My strategy ls to be at as many
places and let as many know as pos-
sible that I'm running and ask for
thelr support,™ Soronen sajd,

Knocking on doors is about the
only facet of campaigning she

A 25-year Hills resldent, Soronen
is a famlllor face [n the community
and not simply because of her 10
years on the city council, She is the
exceutive director of the Farming-
ton-Farmington Hills Chamber of
Commerce and 8 board member of

ther 1t's not my deslre to
put the DDA or chamber board in a
position to make stalements about
my campaign.”

But she sald she fully intends to
use ker resume of community and
governmental service at the local,
county and state levels to lllustrate
her capabllity to serve as the dis.
trict's commisstoner,

She s a_veteran member of the
Southeast Michigan Transportation
Authorlty, Southeast Mlchigan Coun.
cil of Governments and Michigan
Municlpal League. Soronen also
serves on the county's Private Indus-

Soronen's educatlon and much of
her professional work has been In
the business world, Her experlence
In politics has been nurtured as an
avocation and by hard work and in-
terest. With no great polltical ambi-
tions, Soronen began her communlty
fnvelvement “as the neighbor down
the street.”

She began working with her neigh-
borhood homeowners association
and homeowners council, She then
stepped up to the clty's beautifica-
tlon commisslon.

After working with people she has
known for years, Soronen said she is
aware of the changes the county

leagues are supporting Wolf, Soro-
nen said she is not worricd that the
election witl split the clty council, "I
think most of us have known eack
other long enough that 1 den't be-
licve that will be a problem.”
Soronen i3 not seeking major

AMERICAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

Ate you unhappy with your present church? Or maybe you haven't
been attending a church. Come to St. fames American Catholic
Church, where some of the rules have been relaxed. Join us for mass

Is Here!
Don’t Suffer

Faredy Fourded, Ownad § Managed Soce 154

H.

We carry Owens-Corning
Pink Fiberglass Insulation in
most thicknesses and widths.

A . SMITH it ne.

Restaurant

Fine Italtan Dintng
Luncheons, Dinners, Banquets
and Off Premise Catering

Summer
Merchandise

» Dreases « Sportswear
+ Handbags » Slacks
* Blouses « Etc.

get in the gutter and play hard, par-
tisan politics? “I henestly don't
know, I'm not in the middle of it
yet.”

DESPITE HER years of Involve-
ment, Soronen sald she has not for-
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distant and unfamillar territory. She
would llke to change that. She ex-
pects her high visibllity in the com-
munlty should help in bringing coun-
ty government closer to home.

But she Is developlng some ideas
for keeplng In touch with residents
and keeping residents in touch with
county government.

“I had thought that one good possi-
bility is a periodic newsletter with
four-to-six items briefly letting peo-
ple know what's happcnlng." she

sald, “Working will help.
ll’coplc often trot through my off-
ce.”
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